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E-newsletter keeping you up-to-date on Waikīkī news, features, trends and more!

Wikiwiki Wire



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 2

4
KALĀKAUA OPEN STREETS 
ATTRACTS BICYCLERS, STROLLERS 
& JOGGERS TO WAIKĪKĪ

6

THE WAIKĪKĪ MAYORAL FORUM: 
MEET THE CANDIDATES

7

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION MID YEAR 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING - JULY 15

8

WAIKĪKĪ BEACH HULA SHOW - 
SUSPENSION EXTENDED

9

WAIKĪKĪ STREET ACTIVITIES 
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE

C o n t e n t s



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 3

MORE WAIKĪKĪ FOOD, NEWS & EVENTS

'IOLANI, INC HOPES TO RAISE OVER 
$10,000 FOR 'IOLANI PALACE WITH SALES 
OF A LIMITED-EDITION FACE MASK

SPITFIRE ROTISSERIE & FLATBREAD OPEN 
FOR TAKE OUT

BILLS HAWAII OFFERS KAMA'ĀINA 
SPECIAL

HAWAI'I CONVENTION CENTER 
CONTINUES TO SERVE COMMUNITY AS 
LOCATION FOR HAWAI'I UNEMPLOYMENT 
& ELECTIONS SERVICES

IL LUPINO OPEN FOR DINE-IN AND 
TAKE-OUT

ISLAND VINTAGE COFFEE, ISLAND 
VINTAGE WINE BAR, & ISLAND VINTAGE 
SHAVE ICE OPEN

NOI THAI CUISINE OPEN & OFFERS $20 
TO-GO BENTOS

PARK FREE! ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY 
PARKING WITH ANY PURCHASE AT 
WAIKĪKĪ BEACH WALK

REDISCOVER WAIKĪKĪ THIS SUMMER 
WITH ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER

TANAKA OF TOKYO TAKE OUT & DINE IN

WOLFGANG'S STEAKHOUSE DINE-IN 
OR TAKE-OUT WITH 3 HOURS OF FREE 
PARKING

$5 & $10 FLAT PARKING RATES AVAILABLE 
IN THE WAIKĪKĪ BUSINESS PLAZA & 
WAIKĪKĪ SHOPPING PLAZA

HARRIS HAWAII MARKETING GROUP: 
PIVOT TOWARDS NEW CUSTOMER 
RELATIONSHIPS
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For four consecutive Sundays, beginning June 14, bicyclists, joggers, and walkers have be able 
to travel down Kalākaua Avenue in Waikīkī to enjoy outdoor exercise while promoting one of the 
simplest ways to lower our environmental footprint with other members of our island ‘ohana. 

KALAKAUA OPEN STREETS
Attracts Bicyclers, Strollers & Joggers 

to Waikiki
The City and County of Honolulu along with the Hawai`i Bicycling  
League announced the launch of “Kalākaua Open Street Sundays”
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“We’ve all noticed more people out walking, jogging, and biking as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Mayor Kirk Caldwell. “Opening Kalākaua Avenue to everyone so they have a place to 
exercise while allowing our local families the opportunity to enjoy a less-crowded Waikīkī during this 
time is a win-win for everyone. We hope people will dine in Waikīkī’s excellent restaurants and shop 
in its stores, uncrowded by tourists, helping our local economy while staying safe and healthy.”

This is Honolulu’s version of an Open Street Initiative, similar to “Slow” or “Open” streets in other 
cities, adapted to the realities of the Covid-19 pandemic. These streets, usually bumper to bumper 
with motor vehicles, are being opened for more people-focused activities such as biking, jogging, or 
walking. With the decrease in vehicular traffic on the roadways and minimal tourism, Kalākaua Open 
Street Sundays will also help reconnect kamaʻāina and merchants along Kalākaua Avenue.

Credit: Hawaii Bicycling - https://www.hbl.org/openstreets/ 
 • Free bike parking with HBL’s free Bike Valet Service
 • What stores & shops will be open
 • Where to find car parking
 • How to volunteer!

https://www.hbl.org/openstreets/ 
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MEET  THE CANDIDATES
THE WAIKĪKĪ MAYORAL FORUM 

GO TO
Rick Blangiardi
 Colleen Hanabusa Kymberly Pine

The Waikīkī Neighborhood Board #9 and the Waikīkī Improvement Association hosted 

the Waikīkī Mayoral Forum on June 24th via ZOOM and live streamed on KHON 2.


Mayoral candidates debate virtually over issues in the Waikīkī  district and the economy.  

Watch and Listen to What the Candidates had to say!

Keith Amemiya

PRESENTED BY:

W A I K Ī K Ī  
I M P R O V E M E N T  
A S S O C I A T I O N

WAIKIKI
NEIGHBORHOOD
BOARD NO. 9

Mufi Hannemann

2250 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 315, Honolulu, HI. 96815 
808.923.1094     mail@waikikiimprovement.com 

Wednesday’s mayoral debate took place virtually, the first in a long line as candidates get closer to election. The 
forum was hosted by the Waikīkī Improvement Association, with panelist Allison Schaefers from the Honolulu Star 

Advertiser,  Always Investigating’s Gina Mangieri from KHON2 and Catherine Cruz  reporter at Hawai`i Public Radio. 
Most of the conversation was specific to the Waikīkī area and tourism.


Some of the major hot button topics were the COVID-19 pandemic and how to get Oahu’s economy back on track. 
While some candidates talked about the need to turn to other industries, other candidates said the City needs to 

look at federal funding to help the existing businesses that are struggling.


https://www.waikikiimprovement.com/waikiki-mayoral-forum_______________________________________________________________________

https://www.waikikiimprovement.com/waikiki-mayoral-forum
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JoAnn@WaikikiImprovement.com
T 808 923 1094

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVMENT ASSOCIATION  
MID YEAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
DATE:        WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020 
TIME:         4:00 PM 
VIA:            ZOOM   

REGISTER IN ADVANCE FOR THIS WEBINAR: 

https://www.waikikiimprovement.com 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

containing information about joining the webinar. 

For more info:



Waikìkì Beach Hula Show
AT THE KUHIO BEACH HULA MOUND

KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOW - JULY 2020

THE KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOWS ARE SUSPENDED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ON ADVICE OF THE HAWAII 
STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE MAYOR’S OFFICE 
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU, FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SAFETY DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC.

The Kuhio Beach Hula Show is held regularly Tues-Thur-Sat 
6:30-7:30 PM at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound. 



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 9

STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKIKI (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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‘IOLANI, INC. ANNOUNCES LIMITED-EDITION FACE 
MASKS FEATURING VINTAGE ARTWORK TO KŌKUA 
‘IOLANI PALACE

The kama‘āina fashion company with a proud Made-in-Hawai‘i mission for 67 
years, hopes to raise over $10,000 for ‘Iolani Palace which has lost more than 
$600,000 due to the closure resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Pre-orders 
open today at iolani.com.

HONOLULU, HI – (Monday, June 
29, 2020) In a small factory with four 
machines and a dirt floor overlooking 
‘Iolani Palace, our grandparents, Edith 
and Keiji Kawakami, created the very 
first ‘IOLANI brand Aloha shirt. The 
view of ‘Iolani Palace signified great 
leadership and royalty and inspired 
the company’s name, and paved a 
strong path for what would eventually 
become a three-generation family-run 
business in Hawai‘i. Today, with your 
kōkua, the legacy our grandparents 
founded almost 70 years ago embarks 
on an important mission to honor and support ‘Iolani Palace during these 
most difficult times. During the closure resulting from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, ‘Iolani Palace lost about $7,700 a day in revenue from tour and shop 
sales, totaling more than $600,000 to date. Using a vintage ‘IOLANI print 
reflecting Hawai‘i’s rich history, we have created a unique, limited-edition 
‘IOLANI face mask which retails for $18. Pre-orders will be accepted from 
today at iolani.com. Proceeds from the sale of each mask will benefit The 
Friends of ‘Iolani Palace. In addition, the Kawakami Family will match donat-
ed proceeds up to $10,000.

“We are so grateful for this partnership with ‘IOLANI and their generous 
aloha spirit,” said Paula Akana, Executive Director of The Friends of ‘Iolani 
Palace. “It’s been inspiring to see the community coming together to support 
our mission to ensure the future of this important piece of Hawai‘i’s history.”

“We truly believe that my grandma and grandpa are smiling down on us, 
happy that we are able to help our community in this small way,” said Alx 
Kawakami, ‘IOLANI Director of Development. “We hope everyone will help 
us make this project a huge success!”

Pre-order your mask(s) starting Monday, June 29th, 2020 at iolani.com.
For more information, please visit:  iolani.com
Images may be downloaded here: https://tinyurl.com/y8t88wfs

http:// iolani.com
http://iolani.com
https://tinyurl.com/y8t88wfs
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While the Hawai‘i Convention Center remains closed to the

public following State of Hawai‘i COVID-19 pandemic

restrictions, it is working with state agencies to provide

space for important services such as unemployment claims

processing and vote counting.

 

From July through November the State of Hawai‘i’s Office

of Elections will use a portion of the Center’s exhibit hall

space as a temporary vote counting center, with more than

200 volunteers and staff expected to participate.

 

“Our ballroom and exhibit halls provide ample space to

follow social distancing measures recommended by the

CDC to ensure the health and safety of our guests and

employees,” said Teri Orton, general manager of the

Hawai‘i Convention Center, managed by ASM Global. “While

all public events previously scheduled during this time are

either postponed or cancelled, we are pleased to continue

to serve Hawai‘i.”

 

Since April the Hawai‘i Convention Center has served as a

temporary satellite location for the Hawai‘i Department of

Labor and Industrial Relations to process unemployment

insurance claims. While this location is not open to the

public, volunteer personnel and staff are using socially

distanced workstations to process a record number of

unemployment claims.

 

The Center is also conducting improvements, repairs and

upgrades throughout the building, allowing for the

expedited completion of maintenance projects and the

implementation of new safety protocols without disrupting

meetings and events.

 

The health and safety of guests and employees are the

Center’s top priority. The Center has developed safety

guidelines and protocols in response to COVID-19 and

continues to follow the guidance of public health officials.

 

Updates will be posted to the Center’s schedule at

HawaiiConvention.com.

 

The Hawai‘i Convention

Center continues to

follow State of Hawai‘i

restrictions to help

prevent the spread of

COVID-19, remaining

closed since March 18,

2020. 

 

All public events

previously scheduled

during this time are

either postponed or

cancelled. 

 

The health and safety of

our guests and staff are

our top priority, and we

will post updates to our

events calendar at

HawaiiConvention.com.

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING

EVENTS

@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

@HawaiiConventionCenter

HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER CONTINUES TO

SERVE COMMUNITY AS LOCATION FOR HAWAI'I

UNEMPLOYMENT AND ELECTIONS SERVICES

For more information regarding COVID-19, please visit

https://blog.hawaiiconvention.com/covid-19-faqs/.
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Located on Lewers Street between Kalakaua Avenue & Kalia Road 
Open 365 Days  |  10AM–10PM

                                                                              WAIKIKIBEACHWALK.COM   |   

Enjoy complimentary parking  
with any purchase at Waikiki Beach Walk®.

For more parking info scan code or go online to  
www.waikikibeachwalk.com/parking.htm
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– PARKING LOCATIONS

Validated valet parking 
located at Embassy Suites 
Porté Cochére or Wyndham 
Vacation Destinations.

with validation through July 31, 2020

PARK
FREE!
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Take-out 12:00 p.m.   Dinner 5:00 p.m.  
Ala Moana Center, Upper Level 4, 

Ho‘okipa Terrace
Tel 945-3443

www.tanakaoftokyo.com

“Hawaii’s Best Japanese Teppanyaki Steakhouse”
- Honolulu Star Advertiser -

“Best Japanese Restaurant in Hawaii” 
- Honolulu Magazine -

“The Best Teppan Room Anywhere” 
- Zagat Guide -

“The Best Kids Menu in American Contest Winner”
- Restaurant Hospitality Magazine -

“One of the 10 Best Japanese Restaurants in the U.S.”
- Five Star Diamond Award -

“ Customer safety is our number one priority and our team is 
continuously working hard to ensure that all Restaurant Reopening 
Guidelines established by the City and County of Honolulu are 
being followed meticulously! Additionally, we are excited to share 
that Tanaka of Tokyo is one of the safest restaurants to dine in 
due to our extensive ventilation system which exhausts and 
exchanges dining room air every 2 minutes – almost as good as 
dining outside!!!  The power of our exhaust fans with ducts above 
each cooking station provides a combined 27,000 CFM of exhaust 
air while fresh air is being drawn in at a rate 15 times more than 
Department of Health Standards!” 
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Reopening Rates:

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES:
Available in the Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza.

$5 FLAT RATE:
Park for any 5 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $5.

$10 FLAT RATE:
Park for any 10 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $10.

Valid during parking lot operating hours: waikikishoppingplaza.com/parking
$3.00 per half hour before and after flat rate, no validations can be applied.
No overnight parking. Cars left in the lot after closing are subject to tow.

2250 Kalakaua Avenue Honolulu, HI 96815 | (808) 923-1191 | waikikishoppingplaza.com

Available Daily
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2250 KALAKAUA AVENUE, SUITE 315 HONOLULU, HI 96815 |  WAIKIKIIMPROVEMENT.COM

Wikiwiki Wire GUIDELINES
Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Friday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM THURSDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Friday of each 
month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


