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WSD Design Guidelines Rewrite 
 

The Waikīkī Improvement Association (WIA) committee on the Waikīkī Special District (WSD) met on 
February 4 and decided to move forward on a proposal to rewrite the WSD Design Guidelines. Chair Bill 
Brizee of Architects Hawaii said, “The goal of these revisions is to provide clear guidance to developer/
architect teams as to the need for building forms to create public 
spaces, while at the same time providing the City and County of 
Honolulu Department of Planning and Permitting staff with objective 
criteria in which to evaluate proposed projects in regard to the 
contribution to the public realm. These guidelines will not be style-
based or material specific. Instead, they are intended to provide Waikīkī 
with a pedestrian friendly scale at the ground level to promote 
walkability, provide for mix of uses and support the environmental and 
economic health of the area. Key to this work is outlining objectives and 
criteria without prescribing exact solutions.” 
 
Many of the current WSD Design Guidelines focus on “specific design 
elements“.  Examples include the use of “natural building materials, all 
materials should be non-reflective colors which complement a tropical 
landscape, and scale-reducing elements such as hip roof forms.”  This 
type of specific design elements in the guidelines often lead to costly 
delays as DPP staff and architects debate issues such as what is too 
shiny a surface and how much landscaping is required. Further, the 
WSD ordinance has been changed twice since the guidelines were 
originally written in 2003 and 2011. 
 
The project will require engaging a consultant and has an estimated cost 
of $58,000. WIA will raise funds in March and plan to begin in April, 2015 to be completed by the end of the 
year. 
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Cheryl Williams appointed General Manager for The Royal Hawaiian, A 
Luxury Collection Resort 

  
Kyo-ya Hotels & Resorts LP and Starwood Hotels and Resorts Hawai‘i are pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Cheryl Williams as its new general manager for The Royal Hawaiian, a Luxury Collection Resort ef-
fective February 2, 2015. 
  
“As the owner of The Royal Hawaiian, Kyo-ya is confident in Cheryl’s leadership 
ability and commitment to our employees and the Hawai‘i community,” said Vic-
tor Kimura, senior vice president of Kyo-ya Hotels & Resorts LP. “With Cheryl’s 
experience, we are confident that she will be an outstanding steward of The Royal 
Hawaiian and preserve its legacy while elevating the property’s performance for 
future success.”  
  
Williams is a recognized leader in Hawai‘i’s visitor industry and business commu-
nity with more than 30 years of experience. In her previous position as regional 
director of sales and marketing for Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Hawaii 
& French Polynesia, she was responsible for driving the top-line revenue for 14 
hotels in the region. Williams also led efforts to rebrand and reposition The Royal 
Hawaiian; The Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort & Spa; and the St. Regis Prince-
ville. 
  
“We are thrilled to have Cheryl Williams assume the stewardship of our iconic The Royal Hawaiian,” said 
Kelly Sanders, area managing director, Starwood Hotels and Resorts Waikiki. “Cheryl's proven leadership 
and long-term success will ensure an amazing future for our teams, guests, and partners.” 
  
Since 1990, Williams has served in numerous executive positions with Starwood Hotels & Resorts through-
out Hawai‘i, French Polynesia, and North America. Including director of sales & marketing for both the 
Sheraton Waikiki and The Royal Hawaiian, leading the division in leisure sales & distribution for Starwood 
in Stamford, Connecticut and most recently as the regional director of sales & marketing for Starwood Ha-
wai‘i and French Polynesia.   
  
Williams has received numerous awards and nominations in recognition of her professional leadership, com-
munity involvement and excellence in customer relations including being named one of Hawaii Business 
magazine’s “Hawaii’s Top Executives,” Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association International’s “Top 25 
Most Extraordinary Minds in Hospitality & Travel Sales & Marketing,” and in 2014 was recognized by Pacific 
Business News as a finalist for “Business Woman of the Year.” 
  
Her past industry and community leadership roles include serving on the board of directors of the Hawai‘i 
Tourism Authority, Hawai‘i Visitors & Convention Bureau and O‘ahu Visitors Bureau. Williams currently 
serves as an advisory trustee of the ALS Hawai‘i Chapter. 

Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire - Newsletter deadline and submission format 
 
The WIA newsletter is published 1x per month—on the first Friday. 
 
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members should be received no later than 4pm Wednesday 
before the Friday distribution.   
 
Photos which accompany stories are always welcome and, for best results, should be attached to the email as a 
separate jpeg - maximum 1 MB each image.  
 
Single page PDFs are also welcome but they should resemble flyers and not press releases (no media contact 
information, date line, city, etc.).   
 
NOTE: WIA reserves the right to edit or combine member news submitted for the newsletter. 
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Aqua Hotels & Resorts Announces Completion of the   
Luxury Suites Renovation at Ilikai Hotel & Luxury Suites   

 
Iconic Waikiki Hotel Completes $14 Million Renovation of Luxury Condo Suites 

 
Aqua Hotels & Resorts is proud to announce that the iconic Ilikai Hotel now features luxury condominium 
suites on its top four floors. Following a $14 million renovation that transformed floors 22 through 25 into 
luxury studios and spacious two-bedroom suites, this landmark Waikiki property is now known as the Ilikai 
Hotel & Luxury Suites.  
  
“The Ilikai is one of Honolulu’s most celebrated resorts,” said Matt Bailey, president and COO of Aqua 
Hospitality and Aston Hotels & Resorts. “It’s only fitting that it will now feature some of Waikiki’s most 
beautiful suites, combining the charm of a golden era with all the modern luxuries.” 
  
Studio units include more than 500 square feet of interior space, plus a 120 square-foot lanai with views of 
the Honolulu skyline and Pacific Ocean. Two bedroom suites offer more than 1,000 square feet of interior 
space and 240 square feet of lanai space. The units feature completely new kitchens, bathrooms, platform 
beds and fixtures. All appliances, including the refrigerator and range, as well as an overhead LED lighting 
system, are energy efficient and feature state-of-the-art technology.  
  
Honolulu-based design firm Philpotts and Associates combined the hotel’s original 1960’s feel with a more 
luxurious approach to capture the ideal balance between comfort and elegance.   
  
“We did not want to lose the Ilikai’s rich history and tradition in our design and decided to blend that 
concept with a more modern appeal,” said Lowell Tom, principal interior designer at Philpotts and 
Associates. “The final design is a fine balance between the two and we feel it accurately reflects the hotel’s 
brand and personality.”   
  
The 50-year-old property was developed by the late financier Chinn Ho and is one of Honolulu’s most famous 
hotels. It is best known for being featured in the opening credits of the original “Hawaii Five-O” television 
series with actor Jack Lord standing on the penthouse balcony. 
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SpaHalekulani introduces Living-Well Lecture Series to  
jumpstart the new year 

 
Halekulani’s award-winning spa debuts monthly seminars 

  
SpaHalekulani, Halekulani’s award-winning spa, kick-started 2015 with a brand-new Living-Well Lecture 
Series. The public is invited to join Halekulani’s resident Lifestyle Coach, Kamala Skipper, to learn how to 
better themselves by eating well and establishing healthy habits to energize their lives. The hour-long classes 
will be offered on a monthly basis at Halekulani’s Conference Room. 
  
The first event, Jumpstart Your Health – 
New Year, New You! was held on 
Saturday, January 31 at 11 a.m. Led by 
Skipper, guests learned how to remove 
obstacles in their path to well-being by 
introducing whole foods and healthy habits 
to feel their best. Attendees also had an 
opportunity to sign-up and attend a 
presentation after the lecture for the 
SpaHalekulani New Year’s Cleanse, 
offering a comprehensive guide and a step-
by-step daily detoxification protocol with 
recipes and Skipper’s guidance along the 
way for a five-day experience. The cleanse 
is valued at $225. SpaHalekulani offered a 
special kama‘aina rate of $175 per person 
with the January seminar fee comped.   
  
“We are very excited to be the first hotel 
spa in Hawaii to have a resident Lifestyle Coach and introduce this one-of-a-kind series,” says Kamala 
Nayeli, Director of SpaHalekulani. “The program is part of SpaHalekulani’s Living as an Art lifestyle, 
designed to achieve overall well-being. Ms. Skipper’s expertise and guidance will provide participants with 
the tools to attain a life that is more fulfilling, happy and healthy, not just in 2015 but for many years to 
come.” 
  
Upcoming Living-Well Lectures will be on February 28, March 28 and April 25 at 11 a.m. The February 
presentation, Increasing the YUM factor will discuss ways to enhance your meals and receive the most 
nutrients for overall enjoyment. In March, The Energy Solution class will teach you how to use food and 
lifestyle to naturally increase your energy levels and feel more alive! April’s lecture is Food Freedom, where 
you can discover ways to curb your food cravings by first understanding the causes and then learn 
alternative means to satisfy these desires. 
  
Living-Well Lectures are complimentary for Halekulani guests. For non-hotel guests and kama‘aina, the 
cost to participate is $25 per session and each paying guest will receive a $25 SpaHalekulani gift certificate 
for future spa services. The lectures will take place every last Saturday of the month for the entire year of 
2015. Private Consultations with Skipper are also available for a fee. For more information, call 
SpaHalekulani at 808.931.5322 or visit https://www.halekulani.com/living-well-lecture-series. 

 

https://www.halekulani.com/living-well-lecture-series
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Fall in love all over again this Valentine's Day with a complimentary  
vow renewal at Outrigger Resorts   

 
Vacationing couples can celebrate their love with the Romance Special Package at  

Outrigger Waikiki Beach Resort  
   
This Valentine's Day, love is in the air at Outrigger Resorts with a complimentary Waikiki Beach vow renewal 
ceremony available exclusively to guests of Outrigger Waikiki Beach Resort and Outrigger Reef Waikiki 
Beach Resort. Lovebirds staying at these two popular Oahu resorts can reaffirm their love directly on the 
sands of Waikiki Beach in front of the Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort with world-famous Diamond 
Head as their witness. The ceremony is inspired by Hoao Paa, an 
ancient Hawaii custom where a couple is bound in lasting union. 
 
"Our guests have fallen head-over-heels for our signature vow 
renewal ceremonies, and we are thrilled to enable couples to 
rekindle their love in this unique and beautiful way, not only on 
Valentine's Day, but all yearlong," said Bitsy Kelley, vice president 
of corporate communications for Outrigger Enterprises Group. 
"Outrigger's iconic beachfront locations provide the perfect setting to 
'hoi hou ke aloha,' or fall in love all over again." 
  
The unique Hawaiian ceremony opens with a Hawaiian chant to 
cleanse the past, present and future so that love may reign. Couples 
then exchange vows in the Hawaiian language and a gentle sprinkling of seawater preserves their love 
everlasting. After being sealed with a kiss, the ceremony concludes with a performance of the beautiful 
Hawaiian Wedding Song, accompanied by a hula. As a special memento of the Valentine's Day celebration, 
after the ceremony is completed, couples may take a picture with the officiant and hula dancer and receive 

one complimentary photo. A commemorative certificate will 
also be presented to each couple to remember the day, and 
complimentary Champagne and sparkling cider will be served. 
 
  
Registration for the Valentine's Day program will begin at  
7:30 a.m. on Feb. 14, 2015, at Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach 
Resort. The Hawaiian ceremony is open to guests of Outrigger 
Waikiki Beach Resort and Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach 
Resort. Couples must sign up to participate at their respective 
hotel's concierge or front desk by 3 p.m. on the day prior to 
the ceremony.  
  
Just in time for Valentine's Day, Outrigger Waikiki Beach 

Resort has introduced its Oceanfront Suite Romance Package starting at $565 per night. The package is 
inclusive of a one-bedroom oceanfront suite, a sweet romance basket amenity, a choice of a private 
oceanfront yoga class for two or an in-suite massage for two, nightly turndown service, and a chilled bottle of 
Champagne with flutes. To book this special deal, visit http://www.outrigger.com/suiteromance. 
  
Also perfect for a couple's holiday is Outrigger's Room + $25 Activity Voucher Package available at the 
Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort and Outrigger Waikiki Beach Resort. The package includes one night's 
accommodation at either beachfront hotel plus a $25 voucher good for any activity purchased at the hotel's 
Outrigger Activities Desk. http://www.outrigger.com/waikikiactivity. 

 

 

 

http://www.outrigger.com/suiteromance
http://www.outrigger.com/waikikiactivity
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Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai. 

“CabaRAE CUPID” FEBRUARY 13 & 14 
 

Celebrate Valentines with Dinner & Show Package in Partnership with Benihana at the 
Hilton Hawaiian Village 

 
CabaRAE’s clever cupids are casting spells Valentine’s weekend offering a romantic dinner and show 
package February 13th &14th, featuring a sizzling aphrodisiac palette for two at Hilton Hawaiian Village’s 
Benihana (http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/dining/benihana) followed by Waikiki’s most spectacular 
and sensual variety show, CabaRAE.  “CabaRAE Cupid” includes playful amenities including chocolate-
dipped strawberries, signature cocktails and take home ‘tickle’ feathers. “CabaRAE Cupid” is available for 
$150 per person ($300 per couple) at www.cabarae.com or (808) 354-0629.   
  
The CabaRAE Valentines party will turn scarlet RED at 10:00 p.m. as DJ Vaughn takes over the stunning 
and eclectic showroom to celebrate every shade of L-O-V-E with late-night music, signature elixirs and 
surprise guest performances. No reservations required, just wear red and the look of love.  
 
“CabaRAE Cupid” – February 13 & 14 
VIP Benihana reservations available 5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. only (in order to make the show which starts at 
8:00 p.m.). Menu features steak, lobster, rice, vegetables, shrimp, soup, salad and ice cream. Exclusive of 
alcohol, tax, 18% gratuity.  CabaRAE seating opens at 7:40 p.m. All VIP Valentine’s packages include 
chocolate-dipped strawberries and take home ‘tickle’ feathers. $150 per person ($300 per couple). 
Reservations available at https://cabarae.com/ticket-information/special-offers or by calling  
(808) 354-0629. Parking Validation: $8 self | $13 valet. 
 
“CabaRAE KISS Late-Night Red Party with DJ Vaughn” – February 14 
$20 at the door. Cocktails, DJ, Surprise performances from 10:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m. Parking Validation: $8 
self | $13 valet. 

  
Non-Package Ticket Pricing: 

Adult Pricing: 
Standing: $40 
General: $70 
Preferred: $80 

VIP: $90 
 

Senior/ Military/ Kama`aina Pricing: 
Standing: $30 
General: $60 
Preferred: $70 

VIP: $80 
 
CabaRAE is the PERFECT, one of a kind gift. Delight your loved ones with a gift certificate to see a show by 
calling (808) 354-0629 or visiting the CabaRAE Box Office fronting the showroom at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Tapa Tower Promenade.  
 
 
 

http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/dining/benihana)
http://www.cabarae.com
https://cabarae.com/ticket-information/special-offers
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Valentine’s weekend at Japengo  
 

A four-course menu that is so good it is available all weekend. 
 
Chef Jon Matsubara from Japengo, located in the Ewa Tower on the third floor in Hyatt Regency Waikiki 
Beach Resort and Spa at 2424 Kalakaua Avenue, invites the public to celebrate Valentine’s Day with a 
romantic dinner available all weekend February 13, 14, and 15 from 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The four-
course $96 prix fixe menu includes Chilled Oyster and Caviar Shooter, Japengo Chirashi, a choice of Filet 
Mignon with Foie Gras or Dungeness Crab with Lobster Tail Orzotto, and a dessert buffet 
filled with a collection of decadent chocolates and sweets.  Coursed wine pairings are also 
available for purchase by the glass or bottle. A keiki menu is available upon request. 
Parking is complimentary and reservations may be made online at Open Table or by 
calling (808) 237-6180.  
  
“Our Valentine’s Day menu is ideal for the love-struck couple looking to add some fun, 
romance, and passion into their weekend.  It is filled with delightful treats like our Chilled 
Oyster and Caviar Shooter or decadent dessert extravaganza as well as sophisticated 
entrees like the Filet Mignon with Foie Gras or Dungeness Crab with Lobster Tail 
Orzotto.  The menu really is too good to save for just one day so it’s available for three,” 
says Chef Jon Matsubara 
 

Menu 
First Course 

Chilled Oyster and Caviar Shooter 
Radish, Toasted Bonito Ponzu, Chili Oil, Negi 

Second Course 
Japengo Chirashi 

Hamachi, Maguro, Spicy Crab, Unagi and Ikura 
 

 
 
Third Course (choice of one) 
Filet Mignon and Foie Gras 

Hawaii Ranchers Beef En Sous Vide 
Yukon Potato, Sweet Corn Fondue, Sauce Bordelaise 

Or 
Dungeness Crab and Lobster Tail Orzotto 

Hamakua Mushroom, Local Tomato, Baby Spinach 
Usukuchi Soy and Citron Sauce 

 
 

 
Fourth Course 

Dessert Buffet Extravaganza 
A Collection of Decadent Chocolates and Sweets 

 
Japengo is open nightly from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and located on the third floor of Ewa Tower in the Hyatt 
Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa.  The restaurant features Hawaii Regional Cuisine sourced from local 
farmers and dairies. To find out more about Japengo, please visit japengowaikiki.com or follow on Facebook 
at JapengoWaikiki. 
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The Love Affair at Top of Waikīkī 
 

--Ignite the passion with Top of Waikiki’s exclusive Valentine’s menu 
   
This Valentine’s Day, treat your special someone to Top of Waikiki’s unforgettable four-course meal filled 
with exquisite flavors guaranteed to tantalize your senses. Take in 360-degree views of the Honolulu skyline, 
while impeccable service attends to your every need under the soft glow of candlelight. Executive Chef Lance 
Kosaka crafts this year’s mouth-watering selection that is only available on February 14.  
  
“While selecting this menu, I focused on how special Valentine’s Day is to our guests, and also to all of us 
here at the restaurant. I wanted to create a meal that simply tastes great and would be memorable,” said 
Executive Chef Lance Kosaka. “These dishes were created just for this night and aren’t ordinarily on the 
menu, so it’s a chance for our guests to enjoy some different flavors at Top of Waikiki.” 
  
Set hearts on fire with this culinary experience, beginning with the Slow Motion Egg, an amuse bouche of 
slow-cooked local egg paired with smoked pork, mushroom ragout and a sweet onion foam. Savor a 
seductive, second course of Shrimp and Snow Crab Claws with ricoto cocktail sauce, Hawaiian hearts of 
palm and avocado mousse. Select between a delicate Miso and Yuzu Glazed Smoked Butterfish with 
eggplant puree and crispy gobo, or Roasted Beef Striploin with red-wine braised cabbage and charred 
broccoli puree as your entree. Dessert is Baked Alaska; a sinfully decadent chocolate cake made for two, 
with raspberry ice cream and dark chocolate sorbet.  
  
The four-course menu is $75, with an additional wine and cocktail pairing for just $20. An “Early Lover’s 
Special,” which features the same four-course menu, for $55 and is available from 4:30pm – 5:30pm. 
Reservations are required by phone for this night so please call us at: (808) 923-3877. To see the 
complete menu, please visit our website: www.topofwaikiki.com  
  
Top of Waikiki, voted best restaurant with a view, is Honolulu’s only revolving restaurant and offers a unique 
dining experience in the heart of Waikiki. Top of Waikiki always offers FREE validated parking. For more 
information, please call 808-923-3877 or go to TopofWaikiki.com. 
  

http://www.topofwaikiki.com
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Na Ho’ola Spa Romance 
Special 

 
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a 

couple’s retreat and romance-to-go gift. 
 
Na Ho’ola Spa, located in Hyatt Regency Waikiki 
Beach Resort and Spa at 2424 Kalakaua 
Avenue, invites couples to experience the new 
Romance Special February 6 through 15, 2015.  
The offer is for a 50 minute couples massage for 
$300 or 80 minute massage for $400 (cannot be 
combined with any other offer) and includes a 
romance-to-go gift basket filled with a chocolate 
scented travel candle, Hawaiian lei scented 
bubble bath and two 8.5 oz bottles of Bellini.  To 
find out more, please visit 
nahoolaspawaikiki.com, call (808) 237-6330 or email 
nahoolaspahnlrw@hyatt.com.    
             
“Our romance special is perfect for any couple.  
From the beginning guests are surrounded by 
the beauty of the ocean in our relaxation lounge 
followed by our specialized Lomi Lomi massage.  
The luxurious treatment combines sensuous 
tropical oils of coconuts, kukui nut, macadamia 
nut, tamau, passion fruit and avocado oil to 
protect and condition the skin.  Additionally, the 
lotion is infused with Hawaiian healing 
distillates of Aloe Vera, Noni, Ginger, Bamboo, 
Banana, Olena, Hawaiian Seaweeds, Taro, 
Mamaki, and Cane Sugar.  The skin is left soft 
and rejuvenated. ” says Yoshimi Anderson 
Director of Na Ho’ola Spa. 
             
Valentine’s Day is celebrated Saturday, February 
14, 2015.  As a special weekend event, this year 
both Na Ho’ola Spa and Japengo Restaurant will 
feature special romance opportunities all 
weekend long.  In addition to the romance 
special at the spa, Japengo is serving a four-
course set menu.  To find out more, or to book 
reservations, please visit waikiki.hyatt.com. 

Imagine Dragons 
and Hard Rock partner to benefit 

The Tyler Robinson Foundation with 
signature series: Edition 33 

Merchandise Launch 
  

Limited-Edition Imagine Dragons T-shirt and 
Pin Available January 2015 in Support  

of the Band’s Charity  
  
Multi-platinum, GRAMMY® Award-winning rock band 
Imagine Dragons and iconic lifestyle brand Hard 
Rock International have joined forces to help slay cancer 
with Dragons, and support the band’s Tyler Robinson 
Foundation, through the Imagine Dragons Signature 
Series: Edition 33 merchandise line. The limited-edition 
collectible pin and men’s T-shirt featuring an original 
design by Imagine Dragons are now available 
at Hard Rock Cafe Honolulu.  
 
Proceeds from the sale of Hard Rock’s Imagine Dragons 
Signature Series merchandise will benefit the Tyler 
Robinson Foundation (TRF), an organization established 
by the band in 2013 to help families handle unexpected 
financial costs of pediatric cancer. TRF assigns financial 
advisers to families affected and covers expenses such as 
child care, rent, utility bills and travel costs for 
treatments. Through the Signature Series: Edition 33 
merchandise, fans can join Imagine Dragons in their 
mission to support families struggling with the financial 
burden of childhood cancer, so they can focus on 
treatments and healing.  
 
Hard Rock’s Imagine Dragons Signature Series: Edition 33 
men’s T-shirt ($28) is slate-blue and features an image of 
a bird and a guitar nestled in a bird’s nest, symbolizing 
the little things the Tyler Robinson Foundation does to 
keep their recipients and families safe and happy. The  
T-shirt also displays the band’s logo and a city-specific 
Hard Rock brand logo. The new Signature Series Pin ($12) 
is shaped like a guitar-pick and features an image of a 
bird, nest and guitar with Imagine Dragons and Hard 
Rock logos.   
 
To celebrate the partnership, Hard Rock will also join 
forces with Imagine Dragons to support the band’s 
sophomore album, Smoke + Mirrors, on the day of the 
album’s release. On Tuesday, February 17, 2015, 
Imagine Dragons will be the first artist to take control 
of HardRock Cafe’s internal video system, played on more 
than 20,000 screens in Hard Rock’s 150 cafe locations 
around the world, including Honolulu.  

mailto:nahoolaspahnlrw@hyatt.com


 

Page 10, February 6, 2015 Waikīkī Wikiwiki Wire Page 10 Waikīkī Wikiwiki Wire 

Aaron J. Salā named Director of Cultural Affairs 
at Royal Hawaiian Center 

 
Royal Hawaiian Center has announced the hiring of Aaron J. Salā as its Director of Cultural Affairs.  Salā 
will join the Festival Companies’ executive management team and is responsible for direction and oversight 
of all resources and activities promoting Hawaiian culture at Royal Hawaiian Center.  Salā will also assist 
the Center in integrating both Hawaiian management practices and ho‘okipa (hospitality) in order to enhance 
the guest experience at the Center. 
 
Marleen Akau, General Manager of Royal Hawaiian Center, 
stated, “We are very excited to have Aaron join the ‘ohana.  He 
is a respected leader in the Hawaiian community and brings 
with him not only a wealth of knowledge about Hawai‘i and the 
world but also a vast cultural network of individuals with 
whom, and agencies with which, he has developed long-
standing relationships.  We look forward to working with Aaron 
on maintaining our very high standard of excellence for all of 
our cultural-related programming.”  
 
Salā joins Royal Hawaiian Center after having held various 
instructional positions within the University of Hawai‘i system 
over the last 12 years, most recently as Assistant Professor of Hawaiian Music and Ethnomusicology at UH-
Mānoa.  He has also served as a sought-after cultural and programming consultant for over 10 years with a 
wide range of organizations including the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, the World 
Indigenous People’s Conference on Education, the East-West Center, Walt Disney Entertainment, and the 
Center for Hawaiian Music and Dance.  
 
“I’m proud to be joining the Festival Companies and Royal Hawaiian Center team to help steward and 
maintain our host culture’s place in the center of O‘ahu’s visitor industry—Waikīkī,” Salā stated.  “For me, it 
is hugely important to acknowledge that the Center’s new owners—RHC Property Holdings, LLC—the 
Festival Companies, and Kamehameha Schools have collectively agreed not only to maintain Pauahi’s 
heritage and her land here at Helumoa, Waikīkī, but also to invest time and major resources toward that 
perpetuation.  I’m very excited to be a part of that.” 
 
Salā is an accomplished and award-wining producer and musician.  A Nā Hōkū Hanohano Award recipient, 
he has performed in such world-class venues as Carnegie Hall, the Jefferson Center, and the Hawai‘i 
Theatre.  
 
Salā currently serves the community as chair of the Board of Directors of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority, a 
member of the Japan-Hawai‘i Tourism Council, and a member of the Board of Directors of PBS Hawai‘i.  A 
graduate of the Kamehameha Schools, he holds undergraduate and graduate degrees in Music and 
Ethnomusicology from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 
 

 



 

The Honolulu Zoo is open 9:00 am to 4:30 pm daily, except Christmas Day. 
  
General Admission:  Adults 13 & over - $14.00, Children 3-12 years: $6.00 
Kama‘‘āina / U.S. military*: Adults 13 & over - $8.00, Children 3-12 years - $4.00 
* I.D. required for kama‘aina/U.S. military rates. 
Memberships are available for families starting at $40 a year. 
 
The Zoo is 42 acres and home to 905 different animals from the tropics. Komodo Dragons,  
orang-utans, elephants, primates, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and a variety of African animals can 
be seen daily. Be sure to see the wildest place in Waikiki!  
 
For more information call 926-3191x114.  

Honolulu Zoo  
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Hawaiian Building Maintenance Promotes Jarrett Walters and  
Craig Peterson 

 
Hawaiian Building Maintenance (HBM), the largest facilities maintenance provider in the state, has promoted 
Jarrett Walters to Senior Vice President of Operations and Business Development, and Craig Peterson to 
Vice President of Engineering Operations. 
 
"As our company now serves more than 280 client locations, itʻs imperative that we 
continue to strengthen our leadership team," said Karl Fujii, Executive Vice President 
of HBM. "Both Jarrett and Craig have proven to be invaluable talents of the company 
and their increasing roles will ensure that we continue providing the best quality 
service in property management and building services." 
 
In his new position, Walters continues to oversee the companyʻs operations functions 
and adds the responsibility of business development, as the firm aims to continue 
responsible growth in the marketplace. 
 
Walters joined the company in 2006 as Director of Retail Operations and was later 
promoted to Executive Director of Building Services and then Vice President of 
Operations, overseeing and managing operations staff, financial budgets, and customer contracts while 
researching and implementing new products and technologies. 
 
Before he joined HBM, Walters worked as the District Manager for Mobile Instrument Service and Repair. He 
holds a bachelorʻs degree in politics from Princeton University and is a graduate of Hawaii Baptist Academy. 
He is currently the President of the Board of Trustees for Palama Settlement and on the Board of Directors 
for BOMA Hawaii. 
 
As Vice President of Engineering Operations, Peterson will be responsible for all 
aspects of Engineering and HVAC/Construction and will be working with Walters to 
further HBMʻs energy efficiency department. He joined HBM in October 2012 as 
Regional Chief Engineer, overseeing building engineering and maintenance for the 
Douglas Emmett Hawaii Portfolio consisting of 1.7 million square feet and a staff of 
more than 20 employees, as well as providing technical and operational support for 
HBM. 
 
Prior to joining HBM, Peterson served as the Regional Director of Engineering in the 
Pacific Northwest for Destination Hotels and Resorts where he was responsible for 
three major resorts in Oregon and Washington. 
He also was responsible for due diligence and property transitions in the Northwest. 
He is the recipient of two Environmental Achievement Awards presented by the United States Department of 
Interior. 
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Outrigger Resorts names Alan Naito general manager   
of the Holiday Inn® Waikiki Beachcomber Resort 

   
Barry Wallace, executive vice president, Hospitality Services, is pleased to announce that Alan Naito has 
assumed the role of general manager of the Holiday Inn® Waikiki Beachcomber Resort, an Outrigger-
managed property.  
 
Naito will ensure all resort department operations are effectively managed in a 
profitable and professional manner to the satisfaction of guests, hosts and Outrigger, 
as owner and operator of the hotel. 
  
Naito joined Outrigger in 1988 as an auditor at the Outrigger Waikiki. His talents were 
quickly recognized with a promotion to management in 1990 as assistant hotel 
manager at the Outrigger Maile Sky Court. Since that time, he has worked in various 
management positions with the last eight years as general manager of the OHANA 
Waikiki East Hotel. 
  
A two-time recipient of Outrigger's Exceptional Achievement by an Individual Pookela 
Award, Naito spearheads Outrigger's recycling program in Waikiki that in 2014 alone 
resulted in over 30 tons of recyclable plastic bottles and aluminum cans from going into Oahu's landfill.  
 
Naito also excels in the community where he serves on the board of the Waikiki Improvement Association 
and currently acts as Outrigger's liaison with the developers of the neighboring International Market Place. 
Naito also volunteers as a judge for the DECA hospitality competition (DECA prepares emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, hospitality and management in high schools and colleges 
across the globe), and for the Sony Open Pro-Am. 

 

Outrigger Enterprises Group names Kelli Green  
director - global reporting 

   
 
Outrigger Enterprises Group is pleased to announce that Kelli Green has joined the company's Hawaii 
regional office as director - global reporting. Green is responsible for Outrigger Enterprises 
Group accounting financial oversight and management.  
  
With broad industry experience in both internal and external audit, including extensive 
experience in internal controls and corporate governance, technical accounting and 
financial reporting and budgeting, Green was advisory senior manager and also audit 
services manager with Deloitte & Touche LLP. She was also director of internal audit for 
Hawai'i Pacific University. 
  
Active in the community, Green is president of the Hawai'i Chapter of the Institute of 
Internal Auditors and treasurer and is a board member of Planned Parenthood® Hawaii. 
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2250 Kalākaua Avenue, Suite 315, Honolulu, HI  96815 
 

Waikīkī Wikiwiki Wire is published monthly by Sandi Yara Communications for WIA 
 

If you would like to share your news with other members, please send your info to:  
editor@waikikiimprovement.com 

Kūhiō Beach Hula Show –  February  
Show time is  6:30 pm 
   
Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows by 
Hawai‘i’s finest hālau hula (dance troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers.  
 
Opens with torch lighting and traditional blowing of 
conch shell. Tues-Thurs-Sat, weather-permitting. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. (6:00-7:00 p.m. Nov-Dec-Jan) at the 
Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound, diagonally across from 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach hotel at Uluniu & 
Kalākaua Ave.  
 
Outdoors, casual, seating on the grass; beach 
chairs, mats, etc. okay. Cameras welcome. 
Presented by Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach, Hawai‘i 
Tourism Authority, City & County of Honolulu and 
Waikīkī Improvement Association.  
 
For information, call 843-8002. 
                 
Week-nights 
  
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 
Every Thursday – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

Week-ends 
  
Sat February 7 – Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 
 
Sat February 14 – Coline Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 
 
Sat February 21– Kapi`olani Ha`o and Halau Ke 
Kia`i A O Hula 
 
Sat February 28 – Lilinoe Lindsey and Ka Pa Nani O 
Lilinoe  

 

Year of the Sheep (Goat or Ram) 
 

2015 is the Year of the Sheep according to Chinese zodiac.  
 
The Year of the Sheep starts from Feb. 19, 2015 (the Lunar New Year / Spring F 
estival of China) and lasts to Feb. 7, 2016.  
 
The sheep (goat, or ram) is among the animals that people like most. 

mailto:editor@waikikiimprovement.com


 

 
2100 Kalakaua Avenue 

Waikiki 
 

is pleased to announce 
 

Chinese Lion Dance Ceremony
Friday, February 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm at 

Luxury Row 

2015 YEAR OF THE RAM 
 

 
Good Fortune Awaits You at Luxury Row! 

 

Please Join Us In Celebrating 

The Chinese New Year! 
 

WWW.LUXURYROW.COM 

Tel: 808.922.2246 Open: 10:00 a.m. Ð 10:00 p.m. 



Entertainment 
& Activities For more information call  931.3591

WaikikiBeachWalk.com

/WaikikiBeachWalk @WakikiBeachWlk @WaikikiBeachWalk

Dates, times, performances and activities are subject to change without notice � Weather permitting

Waikiki  
Beach  
Walk

®

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 5

Ku Ha�aheo 
� Evening Hula

Plaza/Fountain Stage, 4:30-6pm � Tuesdays

Waikiki World 
Dance Class � Free! 
Plaza, 2-3pm � Wednesday Afternoons

Presented by the Shiatsu & Massage Center 

Phone: 922-0171

Yoga on the 
Lawn � Free!

Plaza, 4-4:45pm � Wednesday Afternoons

Sign up at the Shiatsu & Massage Center 

Quilting Class
Plaza, 10am-Noon � Fridays 

Presented by Hawaiian Quilt Collection.  

Phone: 924-9889

Hoopdance Fitness
Plaza, 5pm � Saturdays 

Contact Sirkka Aho to sign up: www.facebook.

com/twirlinghoopgirls or call 349-5936 

Market on the Plaza
Plaza, 4-8pm � Thursdays

Na Mele No Na Pua
Plaza/Fountain Stage, 5-6pm 

February 8: Mailani Makainai 

February 22: Eric Lee 

March 15: Huewa 

March 29: Del Beazley

Chinese New Year
Celebration
Plaza/Fountain Stage  

5pm � Saturday, February 21





Waikiki Beach Walk
®

Thursdays from 4-8pm

Located on Lewers Street between Kalakaua Avenue & Kalia Road

808.931.3591  |  WaikikiBeachWalk.com

@WaikikiBeachWalk @WaikikiBeachWlk /WaikikiBeachWalk

Waikiki Beach Walk
®

Local Farmers 
& Producers:
Hawaiian Crown
Pineapple, chocolate and coffee products

Hawaiian Crown  
Kauai Coconuts
Enjoy pure raw coconut water

Big Island Abalone
Fresh grilled abalone, abalone products

Nalo Meli
Honey

Made in Hawaii
Jams, jellies, mochi (all made from  
Hawaii grown fruits), seasonal fresh fruits

Fresh Pressed Cane
Pressed sugar cane juice made on site

Pipikaula �O Kahalu�u
Local made beef jerky

Ho Farms
Various cherry tomatoes, other  
vegetables in season, pickles

Onopops
Locally sourced fruit popsicles

Ahualoa Farms
Jams, jellies (all made from Hawaii  
grown fruits), macadamia nuts, green tea



 
 
 

February     

       
01 02 03 04 05 06 07 

Nathan Aweau Sean Naauao Christian & Friends Cyril Pahinui Kawika Kahiapo Ho`okena Ka Hehena 

08 09 10 11 12 13 14 

Nathan Aweau  
 
 

Sean Naauao Weldon Kekauoha Cyril Pahinui Kawika Kahiapo Ho`okena Ka Hehena 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Nathan Aweau  Sean Naauao Weldon Kekauoha  Cyril Pahinui Kawika Kahiapo Ho`okena Ka Hehena 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Nathan Aweau  Sean Naauao Weldon Kekauoha  Cyril Pahinui Kawika Kahiapo Ho`okena Ka Hehena 

       

       

      

       



MELA KEALOHA-LINDSEY 

FRIENDS OF CREATIONS OF HAWAII ASSOCIATION 
A HAWAII NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWSLETTER 
 

 

501(c)3 non-profit
Year Round ~ Supporting Education

NEW WAIK K   MARKET 
ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD, CULTURAL DEMONSTRATION, UNIQUE SPECIALTY GIFTS & SHOPPING VILLAGE 

Jefferson Elementary School, 324 KapahuluCorner of Kapahulu & Kuhio Avenues Across the Honolulu Zoo Parking Lot
OPEN Every Saturdays - 8:00am until 2:00pm 

 
 
 

 

      Local  &  Seasonal Vegetables              & Fruits 
 

           
   

SPONSORED & MANAGED BY: 
Friends of CREATIONS OF HAWAII Association 

(808)735-4510      COHEVENTS@YAHOO.COM 
www.ByMela.vpweb.com 

Hele Mai!  E Komo Mai 
Presenting  

 

LOCAL PRODUCE (Kale, Long Beans 
Variety of Lettuce and Herbs and more )  
SEASONAL FRUITS (Papaya, Banana 
Pineapple, Watermelon  
FRESH DRINKS (Tropical, Ice Tea, 
Juices, Coffee  
HOT FOODS (Jumbo Gyoza, Soups, 
Plate Lunchs  
HANDMADE IN HAWAII SPECIALTY 
GIFTS NOT SOLD IN EVERY RETAIL 
MARKET (Jewelry, Hawaiian Quilts, Hand 

 

mailto:COHEVENTS@YAHOO.COM
http://www.ByMela.vpweb.com


   

   
   

 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
Queen Kapi`olani Bandstand & Park in

Saturday/Sunday February 14 & 15, 2015
9am to 4pm

 
FREE PUBLIC WELCOME

Featuring the performance of the

Tai Ling Du Dance Group  Chinese

Aloha Hawaii Onipaa Hawaiian

Asa & Sakae Nagahisa Japanese

Including Vietnamese, Korean and more    
 

 
 
Join us and enjoy a day filled with family, friends:

Tasty Cuisine Filipino, Peruvian, Portuguese and more

Showcase of Local Artisans Handmade in Hawaii items .

Cultural Demonstrations Lei making, Talk Stories

Unique Specialty Gifts with Contributions Giveaways

Bouncers
Sounds of Live Music with Cultural
Entertainment all day and more ..

 
SPONSORED BY: 

 Friends of CREATIONS OF HAWAII Association  
UNIVERSITY SQUARE, BUILDING C, 2617 SOUTH KING STREET, SUITE 2D1, HONOLULU, HI  96826-3422 
(808)735-4510           www.ByMela.vpweb.com CoHEvents@yahoo.com

Friends of
CREATIONS OF HAWAII

Association

A Hawaii 501(c)3
Non-Profit Organization

Community Outreach Event

HAWAII
Together

Grocery-store style setup
which enables

Qualifying Elderly,
Unemployed, Under

Employed & Homeless
Individuals

to shop in an environment
Directly from the shelves.

http://www.ByMela.vpweb.com
mailto:CoHEvents@yahoo.com


Speakers in Hangar 37 Theater:

Jessica Cox, 10am  
The worldÕs Þrst licensed armless 

pilot. Born without arms, she is truly 
an inspiration in Òbeing anything you 
want to be.Ó

Rob Kelso, 12pm
Executive director, PaciÞc International 

Space Center for Exploration Systems; 
former NASA ßight director for the Space 
Shuttle program.

Lt. Col. Karen Fuller Brannen, 2pm
First female USMCR F-18 pilot. Made 

history as Þrst USMC female strike Þghter 
pilot to earn Òwings of gold.Ó

Access to Ford Island & the Museum: Visitors without Ford Island access ID are requested to use the free Ford Island shuttle located at  
the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center, to and from the Museum, 8am to 5pm. Free parking at the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center.  

For information, contact 808-441-1007 or email Education@PaciÞcAviationMuseum.org.

D I SCOVER YOUR FUTURE IN AVIAT ION

Talk one-on-one with aviation professionals, 

and discover more about the women and men who  

contribute to aviation. This is Women in Aviation month! 

Enter to win aviation prizes, enjoy aircraft ßyovers, remote 

control demos, aircraft open cockpits, and hands-on 

aviation activities. YouÕll also receive valuable 

career information, take part in interactive science  

exhibits, and a fun scavenger hunt.  

For young people interested in aviation as a career, 

school groups, Scouts and families. Discounted tickets 

online at PaciÞcAviationMuseum.org.



Upcoming Events
At Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor

(For more information on all Museum Events listed below: 808-441-
1007. Purchase general admission tickets for all events. Tickets and
event information are available at PacificAviationMuseum.org)

March 7, 2015 – Discover Your Future in Aviation. 9:30am to 4:30pm.
Young people interested in aviation as a career or hobby will want to
attend. This is the sixth year for the special aviation day filled with hands-
on workshops, a career fair, flight lab, interactive science exhibits, remote
control aircraft flying, and aircraft open cockpits to explore. Participants
can enter to win aviation prizes and take photos with historical aviation re-
enactors. Free with Museum admission and free to Museum Members.

May 16, 2015 – Open Cockpit Day, 9:30am to 4pm in Hangar 79. Climb
into the cockpit of one of several of our historic aircraft and talk story with
pilots. Flight suits, helmets, and fun provided. Bring your camera! Free
with Museum admission and free to Museum Members.

October 3, 2015 – Open Cockpit Day, 9:30am to 4pm in Hangar 79.
Climb into the cockpit of one of several of our historic aircraft and talk
story with pilots. Flight suits, helmets, and fun provided. Bring your
camera! Free with Museum admission and free to Museum Members.

The Museum Store and Laniakea Café restaurant are unique in their
offerings and their 1940s ambiance. Phone (808) 441-1000 or visit
www.PacificAviationMuseum.org for tickets and more information.
Tickets and a free Flight Simulator coupon are available online.

Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, which depends on membership and donations for its support.
A Smithsonian Affiliate, it is also rated one of the top 10 aviation
attractions nationally by TripAdvisor®. It is located at 319 Lexington
Boulevard, Historic Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Honolulu, Hawaii
96818.

###

http://www.PacificAviationMuseum.org

