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Inside this issue: 

Hawai‘i Food & Wine Festival returns to Halekulani for the 
fourth year 

  
Halekulani is pleased to sponsor the upcoming Hawaii Food & Wine Festival with special wine seminars, a 
sold-out caviar event and will be headlining the festival with its signature Gala. Reserve a spot right away, 
Halekulani’s events are the hottest tickets in town and sell-out quickly! 
  
Halekulani is offering an impressive lineup of wine 
seminars featuring Colgin Cellars, Kermit Lynch and 
Master Sommeliers: Richards Betts, Roberto Viernes 
and Joseph Spellman on Saturday, September 6th: 
  
The Majesty and Mystique of Colglin Cellars: A 
Vertical Tasting of Colgin Cellars Terriors seminar 
at Halekulani will take place from 9:30 to 10:30 am 
on September 6 for $300 per ticket. Colgin Cellars is 
one of the greatest California Cult wines. Halekulani 
will host an unprecedented vertical tasting of four of 
their distinct and exceptional wines from Red IX 
Estate, Cariad Vineyard and Tychson Hill. This once 
in a lifetime experience will be led by Master 
Sommelier and Colgin C.O.O. Paul Roberts. The Napa 
Valley vineyard produces exquisitely handcrafted red 
wines that have focused on precision, aromatics and 
minerality. 
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Brad Logdson Named Director of Sales & Marketing at Moana Surfrider  
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 Revenue Management and Network Planning 

Hawaiian Airlines Promotes Linda Srabian to Managing Director - HNL Hub 
Jared S. Higashi Joins HLTA as Dir. of Government and Community Affairs 
Hawaiian Airlines Appoints Theo Panagiotoulias to Senior Vice President –  
 Global Sales and Alliances 
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 Hawai‘i Maintenance 
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Masters of the Chardonnay Universe: Through the Eyes of Kermit Lynch is from 11:00 am to 12 pm on 
September 6 for $250 per ticket. Halekulani is offering a rare opportunity to experience some of the greatest 
Chardonnays on the planet with tastings from the vineyards of Domaine Coche-Dury, Domaine Roulot and 
Domaine de Chrisey. 
  
Wine Seminar: My Favorite Wine Producers in the World will be held from 12:30 to 1:30 pm on 
September 6 for $150 per ticket. This back by popular demand seminar features Richard Betts, Roberto 
Viernes and Joseph Spellman for a tasting of their most beloved wines. A selection of their personal favorites 
to some of the world’s top wine producers will be poured while they share personal insights and stories 
related to each wine. 
 
To enhance your festival experience, Halekulani is offering special rates with complimentary daily breakfast 
for two. The Hawaii Food & Wine Festival special package is valid August 31 – September 6, 2014. For more 
information, visit www.halekulani.com and use the promotion code “HFWF14.” 
  
The Hawaii Food & Wine Festival signature event, Halekulani Master Chefs Gala Series: Chefs Who Cook 
to Compete is almost sold out. Chefs Vikram Garg of Halekulani; Michelle Bernstein of Mitchy’s Miami; Jose 
Garces of the Garces Group Philadelphia; Johnny Iuzzini of Sugar Fuled Inc. New York; Richard Rosendale 
of Rosendale Group West Virginia and Hiroyuki Sakai of La Rochelle Tokyo will compete to plate up a lavish 
six-course experience. The gala will be an evening of elegant fine dining and extraordinary wine parings. 
Halekulani Gala Dinner takes place on Friday, September 5th with a Cocktail Reception at 5:00 pm and 
Dinner starts at 6:00 pm, cost is $1,000 per ticket. 
  
For more information and to purchase tickets, see Hawaii Food & Wine Festival’s website at 
www.hawaiifoodandwinefestival.com or visit Halekulani’s blog at http://www.halekulani.com/blog/annual-
hawaiian-food-and-wine-festival-returns-halekulani. 

  
 

Continued from front page 

Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire - Newsletter Deadline 
 
The WIA newsletter is published 2x per month—generally on the first and third Thursday. 
 
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members for the Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire should be 
received no later than 4pm Wednesday for newsletters published and distributed on Thursday. 
 
Information received after the deadline will be considered for inclusion in the following issue. 
 
Photos which accompany stories are always welcome and, for best results, should be attached to the 
email as a separate jpeg - maximum 1 MB each imabe please.  
 
Single page PDFs are also welcome but they should look like flyers and not press releases (without 
media contact information, dateline, city, etc.).   
 
Your kokua is appreciated. Mahalo. 

http://www.halekulani.com
http://www.hawaiifoodandwinefestival.com
http://www.halekulani.com/blog/annual
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Strong Demand for The Ritz-Carton Residences, Waikiki Beach 
  

80 Percent of the Waikiki project’s luxury residences now sold 
  
The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Waikiki Beach affirmed its status as one of Hawaii’s most sought-after luxury 
residential addresses with buyers snapping up the majority of the East Tower residences last week at the 
opening sales events, held simultaneously in Tokyo and Waikīkī. 
  
The outpouring of early interest in the East Tower, only months after the West Tower residences sold out, 
indicates a healthy demand for luxury real estate in Waikīkī as 80 percent of the project’s residences are now 
sold to buyers primarily from the United States, Japan and other 
parts of Asia. 
  
“We are very pleased with the grand opening sales success, which 
we attribute to both Waikīkī’s reputation as an exciting 
international urban resort destination and the strength of The Ritz-
Carlton brand,” said Casey Federman, PACREP LLC’s authorized 
representative. 
  
“Our vision from the beginning has been to create a landmark 
property in Waikīkī and to lead the way in bringing new life and 
activity to this part of Waikīkī with lush tropical landscaping, 
mixed-use public outdoor spaces and community-focused retail 
opportunities. The recent approval of the Waikīkī Special District 
permit for the East Tower will allow us to fully realize this vision,” 
Federman continued. 
  
Positioned at the gateway to Waikīkī next to the Luxury Row 
retailers, Tiffany & Co., Chanel, Saint Laurent and Gucci, The Ritz-
Carlton Residences will include residences ranging from studios to 
three-bedrooms and penthouses, all with views of the Pacific 
Ocean. 
  
Amenities will include two swimming pools with cabanas, full-service spa and fitness center. An array of 
dining options will include gourmet market Dean & DeLuca, Sushi Sho, BLT Market, as well as BLT Bar & 
Grill and a locally owned, soon-to-be-announced produce and grocery market. 
  
The remaining available East Tower residences are priced from $898,000 to $6 million. Penthouse pricing is 
available upon request.  
  
The Ritz-Carlton Residences Real Estate Showroom located at Luxury Row is open seven days a week from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
  
For more information, please call (808) 445-9083 or visit www.theresidenceswaikiki.com. 
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Maui Divers Jewelry rebrands location at Sheraton Waikiki 
Maui Divers Jewelry opened a newly rebranded Sheraton Waikiki Hotel location.  A fresh new theme  
portrays the natural beauty of Hawai‘i.  Vibrant ocean colors are coordinated throughout the store,  
packaging and uniforms.  

 

http://www.theresidenceswaikiki.com
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Sunway on Sundays and other entertainment at Swim 
 

New lineup and new easy access make for a great evening at SWIM 
 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa, located at 2424 Kalakaua Avenue announces a new 
entertainment schedule at SWIM.  The poolside 
lounge and bar with views of Kalakaua and the 
ocean is located on the third floor terrace, Ewa 
Tower.  Open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. the 
bar known for performing acts such as Sunway, 
Taimane Gardner, and Acoustik Playground is 
now extending the entertainment schedule to 
Wednesday through Sunday from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. and has added a Karaoke every Friday 
and Saturday from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m.  Drink 
specials are offered during most evenings and 
Freestyle Happy Hour is available daily from 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  A SWIM-only access stairwell is 
also available off Kalakaua on the Ewa Tower side 
of Pualeilani Atrium Shops.  Parking is 
complimentary for SWIM guests. 
 
The SWIM Entertainment Schedule (some events are subject to change without notice): 
 
Wednesdays: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Kailua Bay Buddies* 
Featuring an eclectic mix of rock, Hawaiian, alternative, world beat and more, the Kailua Bay Buddies offer a 
mix of styles that have gained them fans from all over the island.  *Please note, ManoaDNA, originally the 
Wednesday night entertainment at SWIM will stop performing as of August 27. 
 
Thursdays: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.: Acoustik Playground  
Contemporary music performed by one of Oahu’s most talented acoustic bands.  Arrive early and shop at 
Hyatt’s Farmers Market beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Fridays: 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.: Taimane Gardner; 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. Karaoke 
One of Honolulu’s best known ukulele performers, Gardner is known both for her music and style.   
 
Later at Karaoke night, enjoy specials on Absolut® Vodka cocktails throughout the evening while singing 
along to your favorite songs at Waikiki’s newest Karaoke Night. 
 
Saturdays: 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.: Randy Allen & Kanoe Gibson Duo*; 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. Karaoke 
Sit back and enjoy live acoustic contemporary music on Saturdays with Randy Allen and Kanoe Gibson until 
8:00 p.m. followed by Karaoke. *Band is subject to change.  
 
Later, at Karaoke Night, enjoy specials on Absolut® Vodka cocktails throughout the evening while singing 
along to your favorite songs at Waikiki’s newest Karaoke Night. 
 
Sundays: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Sunway  
Join the Hawaii born singer every Sunday at SWIM as the artist showcases her talented singing in a variety 
genres including pop/rock.  Sunway on Sundays is the perfect launch into a new week. 
 
SWIM offers indoor and outdoor seating on the terrace of the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa.  
Open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., the venue features light fare and tropical drinks.  Freestyle Happy Hour 
is available daily from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  For more information, please visit waikiki.hyatt.com. 
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Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai. 

Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa Supports KCC 
 

Good Taste Series and Hawaii Fresh come together for Hawaii’s culinary future. 
 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa located at 2424 Kalakaua Avenue invites the public to support 
the summer-long KCC fundraising campaign launched earlier this summer with the evening cook-off, The 
Good Taste Series and Masters of Mix competitions.  In the next phase, the Waikiki property along with all 
Hyatt Resorts and Spas in Hawaii, have created property-specific Hawaii Fresh menus that offer local 
ingredients and include donations to property-selected culinary schools.  During this portion of the 
fundraising campaign, both Japengo and SHOR have special offers with a portion of all their proceeds 
dedicated to the KCC culinary arts program.   
             
In Japengo, Chef Jon Matsubara has created a Hawaii Fresh pairing 
menu.  A sample of the dishes include Roasted Kauai Shrimp with 
Pineapple Express Martini; Kona Abalone Chazuke with Namihana 
Hawaiian Shochu; Royal Hawaiian Venison “En Sous Vide” with 
Kona Brewery’s Fire Rock Pale Ale; and, Singapore Lobster Omelet 
with Thai-Kai, Kai Lemongrass Vodka & Kaffir Lime.  Each dish with 
pairing is $25.  In SHOR, Hula Ahi, the $10 winning cocktail crafted 
by Tiki’s Bar and Grill Bartender, Alejandro Alvarado at the recent 
Good Taste/Masters of Mix event will be available through 
September 1.  Hula Ahi includes tequila, mango puree, orange juice, 
lime juice, and jalapeno.   

 
“This is an incredible time to be a part of the Hyatt culinary community,” says Executive Chef Sven Ullrich, 
adding, “The Good Taste Series brought together talent from across North America and is a distinct way to 
introduce regional foods to the chefs and the consumers.  Now, the Hawaii Fresh campaign, which is 
available in August at all Hyatt Resorts and Spas in Hawaii, brings the community to the table to enjoy local 
food and drink and benefit educational programs that are training Hawaii’s next generation of chefs.”   
             
“Everything we do contributes to our philosophy to provide food that is carefully sourced and thoughtfully 
served.  We believe in being responsible to our guests and our community.  Supporting KCC is an extension 
of The Good Taste Series on the local level.  We are, in effect, supporting talent and encouraging professional 
growth which is what Hawaii’s culinary scene is all about,” adds Japengo Chef de Cuisine Jon Matsubara. 
             
The Good Taste Series cook-offs were held in twelve Hyatt properties across the United States.  In Hawaii, 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa welcomed seven chefs from Seattle, Maui, Kauai, Bellevue, and 
Calgary.  The winning Chef was Gary Johnson of Ka’ana Kitchen at Andaz Maui at Wailea.  Winners from 
each of the regional cook-offs will go to Andaz Maui at Wailea in November for the final cook-off. To find out 
more about the special offers at Japengo and SHOR please visit waikiki.hyatt.com.  To learn more about the 
Hawaii Fresh menus or resort selected nonprofits being featured at other Hyatt Resorts of Hawaii 
restaurants, please send inquiries via Twitter to @HyattsHawaii. 
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ANTEPRIMA/WIREBAG introduces new Winter 2014 Collection “Mezzo” 
 
ANTEPRIMA/WIREBAG, the fun yet sophisticated handbags, expertly hand-knitted cords, 
introduces new Wirebag “Mezzo.” 
 
Mezzo is Fiocco’s little cousin.  We have made a slight adjustment to the bow on the bag making 
it more delicate with thinner metal hardware and only one layer of wire.  The “Mezzo” softens the 
structure and order of the work bag, and highlights fun in the 2-way party bag, which is 
presented in a new, seemingly tiny yet practical shape this season. 
 
1. MEZZO Style 1 ($552)                
This shoulder bag’s simple hobo shape comfortably carries miscellaneous 
everyday personal items & documents, and can be easily carried over the arm 
or on the shoulder to suit your multi-faceted lifestyle. This elegant, yet 
understated everyday bag is sure to be a winter favorite for any city girl. 
 
2. MEZZO Style 2  ($503)                
This compact mini bag with a chain can be used both as a clutch & a 
compact shoulder bag. Incorporating color blocks of classic yet irresistible 
beige & gold to create interesting visual contrast, this bag exudes an air of 
effortless cool when coupled with its simple form. Full of sassy personality & 
never out of style, this bag is perfect to add a touch of rebellious glam to amp 
up any outfit. 
 
Royal Hawaiian Center, Building B-Level 1                          
2233 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 111                                        
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815                                                        
Phone: 808-924-0808                                                           
Hours: 10:00am – 10:00pm                                                  
 
 
 

Star of Honolulu – Popular Choices for Private Receptions 
 
Five Star Sunset Dining & Jazz  
Ultimate reception in style, with seasonal 7-course French style dinner and live Jazz. 
$256 per person, min 20 - max 70,  
Star of Honolulu 

Three Star Sunset Dinner & Show   
Fun for all occasions, with 5-course whole Maine lobster and steak dinner, and "My Hawaii" show. 
$204 per person, min 30 - max 70,  
Star of Honolulu 

Green Room Dinner & Show   
"Celeb-style" party in Waikiki, with 4-course lobster, steak and salmon dinner, and "Rock-A-Hula" show. 
$225 per person, min 10 - max 50,  
Rock-A-Hula  

All include: Dinner, beverages, bottles of "champagne," cake-cutting, entertainment, souvenir photo, 
personalized handout, exclusive lounge* and transportation*. Green Room does not include transportation. 
Private Green Room use for reception is for 30 min. before being seated in the best private tables in the 
stageside VIP area. v 
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Kuhio Beach Hula Show – August 2014 
Show time changes back to 6:30 
 
Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows by 
Hawaii’s finest halau hula (dance troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers. Opens with torch lighting and 
traditional blowing of conch shell. Tues-Thurs-Sat, 
weather-permitting. 6:30-7:30 p.m. (6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Nov-Dec-Jan) at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
diagonally across Kalakaua Ave. from Hyatt 
Regency Waikiki Beach hotel at Uluniu Ave.  
 
Outdoors, casual, seating on the grass; beach 
chairs, mats, etc. okay. Cameras welcome.  
 
Presented by Japengo at Hyatt Regency Waikiki 
Beach Resort & Spa, Hawaii Tourism Authority, 
City & County of Honolulu and Waikiki 
Improvement Association. For information, call 
843-8002. 
                 
Week-nights 
 
Tuesdays – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau Ka 
Liko O Ka Palai  
 
Thursdays – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

                  

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

Week-ends 
 
Sat August 23 – Kapi`olani Ha`o and Halau Ke Kia`i 
A O Hula  
 
Sat August 30 – Maelia Loebenstein Carter and Ka 
Pa Hula O Kauanoe O Wa`ahila 
 
Schedule subject to change without notice. 
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Halekulani presents The Art Of Style: Exploring Cocktail Creations  
with World Renowned Barman Colin Field 

 
The iconic Halekulani hotel will host a one-of-a-kind interactive cocktail pairing experience with the “Best 
Barman in the World,” Colin Field of the Ritz Paris on September 26th at Lewers 
Lounge. This special event is part of the acclaimed lifestyle series Halekulani Living, 
which is inspired by the hotel’s four core pillars – Connoisseur, Masterworks, 
Wellness and Legacy. 
 
The Art of Style experience at Lewers Lounge on Friday, September 26 is from  
6 – 8 p.m. and will feature the art of styling cocktails. Patrons will enjoy an 
interactive demonstration and tasting experience led by Field. In addition, each 
cocktail concoction will be accompanied with an Amuse Bouche designed by 
Executive Chef Vikram Garg to provide a truly unique vertical tasting. After the 
presentation, guests will be treated to a special live jazz musical performance by 
Tommy James, Music Director of the Duke Ellington Orchestra and favored 
Honolulu pianist. Tickets are priced at $160 per person inclusive of tax and 
gratuity. Limited seating is available for this event. For Dining Reservations, call 
(808) 923-2311 and for more information, visit  http://www.halekulani.com/hotel/
events. 
 
Field will also be a guest Bartender at Halekulani’s L’Aperitif from September 22 to 26. Visit him at one of the 
best bars in America to enjoy his stylish libations. 

 

http://www.halekulani.com/hotel/


 

August 24, 2014 Sunday 
6:00AM Starts 
8:00AM Ends  

NORMAN TAMANAHA MEMORIAL 15K RUN sponsored by Midpacific 
Roadrunners. The event is expected to have 500 runners.   
 
The event will start at Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to 
Diamond Head Rd.,  to Paikau St., to 22nd Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to 
Waialae Ave., to Kealaolu St., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon Finish Line.   
 
Contact John Simonds  373-3609,  
E-mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com   
For more info, visit their website: http://www.mprrc.com/  

  

Waikīkī Wikiwiki Wire 

Street activity in / near Waikīkī (courtesy of the City) 

2250 Kalākaua Avenue, Suite 315, Honolulu, HI  96815 
 

Waikīkī Wikiwiki Wire is published twice a month by Sandi Yara Communications for WIA 
 

If you would like to share your news with other members, please send your info to:  
editor@waikikiimprovement.com 

Upcoming issues of Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire: 
 

September 4 and 18 
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Brad Logdson Named Director Of Sales & Marketing At Moana Surfrider,
A Westin Resort & Spa

Brad Logsdon has been named director of sales and marketing at Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort &

Spa as announced by Craig Anderson, general manager.

In his new position, Logsdon will be responsible for overseeing

the sales and marketing efforts for North America, Asia/Pacific

and Europe, including wholesale, FIT, group, incentive, leisure

and business travel for the historic oceanfront 793 roomMoana

Surfrider.

Most recently, Logsdon served as the director of sales and

marketing at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa.

Prior to this position, he has held various director of sales &

marketing roles for Hilton over 27 years where his responsibilities included overseeing the sales

organization and driving top line revenues for the respective hotels. A native to Manhattan Beach,

California, Logsdon brings over 30 years of hospitality and sales experience with him to his new position

with Moana Surfrider.

During his free time, Logsdon enjoys spending time with his family, volunteering in the community, and

experiencing all the outdoor activities Hawaii has to offer.



Hawaiian Airlines Appoints Brent Overbeek to
Vice President - Revenue Management and Network Planning

Hawaiian Airlines has appointed Brent Overbeek to the position of vice president - revenue management and
network planning. In this role, he is responsible for overseeing Hawaiian Airlines’ revenue management and
revenue analytics as well as the airline’s network and schedule planning.

“Brent brings profound industry knowledge and tremendous experience in
airline revenue management and global expansion strategies to Hawaiian
Airlines,” said Peter Ingram, Hawaiian Airlines executive vice president and
chief commercial officer. “We are excited to have him on onboard to guide our
successful growth and the continuous expansion of our services.”

Prior to joining Hawaiian Airlines, Overbeek served as the vice president - 
revenue management for Etihad Airways in Abu Dhabi. Previously, he also
worked for American Airlines, where he gained 19 years of progressive
analytical and revenue management experience in several positions including
managing director - domestic and regional revenue management as well as
managing director - domestic pricing and regional revenue management.

Overbeek holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from the University of
California, San Diego.

Hawaiian Airlines Promotes Linda Srabian to
Managing Director - Honolulu Hub

Hawaiian Airlines has promoted Linda Srabian to managing director - Honolulu hub. In this newly created
position, Srabian will lead and direct all airport customer service operations at Hawaiian Airlines’ largest
station in Honolulu, and will be developing long-term plans both on behalf of the airline as well as for all
airport expansion projects.

“Linda has a strong focus on operational excellence, which is evident in her
successful management of our domestic stations at our 11 U.S. gateways,” said
Louis Saint-Cyr, Hawaiian Airlines vice president - customer service. “In her new
role, she will use her exceptional employee engagement skills to help us
safeguard our passion for excellence and our customers at our largest and busiest
station in Honolulu.”

Srabian has 30 years of experience working in airline operations. She joined
Hawaiian Airlines in 2008 as director - Airbus integration to lead the introduction
of the Airbus A330-200 aircraft into the airline’s fleet. She was then promoted to
senior director - North America where she was key in improving regional
departure performance for the airline. Prior to joining Hawaiian Airlines, she held
a number of leadership and management positions at other carriers including
United Airlines, US Airways and Northwest Airlines.

Srabian holds a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering from San Jose State University.



Jared S. Higashi Joins HLTA as Director of Government and
Community Affairs

The Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association (HLTA) has announced the
appointment of Jared S. Higashi as its new Director of Government and Community
Affairs.

In his new position, Higashi will represent HLTA members and liaise with

government and elected officials, in addition to managing the Association’s many
community and charitable programs, including the Annual Visitor Industry Charity Walk.

“Jared comes to HLTA with a background in government, politics and marketing as
well as enthusiasm and fresh ideas,” said George D. Szigeti, HLTA President and CEO. “He

will be an integral member of the organization as we move into the future.”
Higashi previously worked for the Hawai‘i State House of Representatives as a

legislative aide. Prior to that, he handled advertising and marketing for Sigona’s Farmers
Market in Palo Alto, California.

Higashi is a graduate of San Jose State University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in

radio/television and film. He is also an accomplished athlete, with 17 years of judo training
under his belt.

The Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association (HLTA) is a statewide organization
representing hotels, condominiums, timeshares, and other lodging entities. HLTA is
dedicated to supporting Hawai‘i’s lodging industry through education, political action and
membership benefits, and raising awareness about its contributions to communities
throughout the state.

###



Hawaiian Airlines Appoints Theo Panagiotoulias to
Senior Vice President - Global Sales and Alliances

Hawaiian Airlines has appointed Theo Panagiotoulias to the position of senior vice president - global sales and
alliances. In this role, he is responsible for overseeing Hawaiian Airlines’ global sales strategy, including partnerships
with corporate, leisure, community and travel trade clients and key distributors in all of
its markets worldwide, and also the company’s strategic alliances with other airline
partners Panagiotoulias reports to Peter Ingram, Hawaiian Airlines’ executive vice
president and chief commercial officer.

“Theo’s extensive experience in commercial airline sales and alliances, especially
throughout Asia and the Pacific will be key in maximizing our company’s growth,”
said Ingram. “We look forward to his leadership of our global sales and alliances team
in achieving our goals.”

Panagiotoulias brings more than 20 combined years of commercial and operational
experience in the airline and travel industry to Hawaiian Airlines. He most recently
served as the vice president and general manager for the technology and consulting
company Sabre Corp. in Singapore, where he was responsible for all commercial and
operational activities for the organization’s airline community and partnerships across
the Asia/Pacific region. Prior to this, he spent 15 years at American Airlines, where he held several key
leadership, commercial and general management positions in Australia, Japan, China and Singapore.

Panagiotoulias graduated from Haileybury College in Melbourne, Australia. He also honed his skills as a 
business leader through his completion of the Advanced Leadership Programme at Cambridge University. He is
fluent in Greek language.

Jim Landers to Managing Director - Hawai‘i Maintenance

Hawaiian Airlines has promoted Jim Landers from director - strategic initiatives to managing director -
Hawai‘i maintenance. In his new position, he is responsible for managing the maintenance, reliability and
safety of Hawaiian Airlines’ fleet of Airbus A330-200, Boeing 767-300 and Boeing
717-200 aircraft.

“Since joining our company last year, Jim has been instrumental in establishing key
organizational metrics that have improved our operational and financial performance,”
said Lorrin Sardinha, Hawaiian Airlines vice president - maintenance & engineering.
“His strong background in aviation operations is well suited to lead our maintenance
department into a new era of growth as we add more aircraft to our superior fleet.”

Landers joined Hawaiian Airlines in 2013 as director - strategic initiatives where he
was key in advancing Hawaiian Airlines’ interest in the complex Honolulu
International Airport modernization project. Prior to joining Hawaiian, he had a 
distinguished career in the United States Navy with more than 25 years of experience
in aviation operations and organizational leadership. He is a veteran of 42 combat
support missions during conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East, and held key
assignments including Commanding Officer - USS Makin Island (LHD 8) and Director of Operations for
Commander - U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor.

Landers holds a Master of Science degree in National Security Strategy & International Relations from the
Industrial College of the Armed Forces at the National Defense University in Washington D.C. and a Bachelor
of Science in Computer Science from the University of Mississippi.



Irene Honma Promoted at PacRim Marketing Group and PRTech

Irene Honma has been promoted to Director of Sales & Marketing -
Asia/International at PacRim Marketing Group, Inc. and PRTech LLC., from Sr.
Manager, International Sales & Marketing. Honma develops customized sales
and marketing plans for clients, integrating Asian
language print, digital media, and web solutions aimed
at increasing share and spend of the Asian
International Traveler market.

“Irene uses her keen understanding of Asian cultural
nuances and consumer trends to market clients’ brands
throughout Asia,” said Dave Erdman, president and
chief executive officer of PacRim Marketing Group and
PRTech. “Her tailored media solutions resonate with
travelers from Asia, and help our clients increase the
Asian traveler portion of their customer bases.”

Irene joined PacRim Marketing Group’s International
Sales and Marketing team in 2006. She has more than
25 years of experience in international sales and
marketing to Japan and other Asia markets, including managing branch offices in
the Asia region. She previously worked with Aston Hotels & Resorts/Resort
Quest Hawaii, Hilton Hawaiian Village Resort & Spa and Chuo Senko Advertising
Co., based in Tokyo, Japan. Through her work experience, she established
many close business relationships with the Asian traditional and digital media
partners and leaders in the hospitality industry in the Asia markets.

Honma is fluent in Japanese and holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from University
of Hawaii, School of Travel Industry Management, where she focused on
international sales.



Hawaiian Airlines Promotes Timothy Strauss to Vice President - Cargo

Hawaiian Airlines has promoted Tim Strauss to vice president - cargo. In his new position, Strauss will continue to
oversee Hawaiian Airlines’ growing cargo business as it continues to add more
Airbus A330-200 to its aircraft fleet with greater cargo-carrying capacity. He
reports to Peter Ingram, Hawaiian Airlines’ executive vice president and chief
commercial officer.

“Since joining our company in 2012, Tim has been a driving force behind
expanding our cargo operations and revenue,” said Ingram. “This promotion
recognizes his dedication to growing a very important component of our business
and we look forward to his continued success.”

Under Strauss’ leadership, Hawaiian Airlines’ cargo team increased revenue by
more than 34 percent in 2013.

Strauss has more than 27 years of cargo experience in both the airline and freight
forwarding industries. He joined Hawaiian Airlines as managing director - cargo.
Prior to joining the company, Strauss held leadership positions in global sales and operations at Northwest Airlines,
Delta Air Lines and various international carriers. He began his career with Emery Worldwide in 1987 (now UPS
Supply Chain Logistics) where he held roles of increasing responsibility, starting as a cargo handler and
completing his tenure as vice president of transportation and logistics.

Strauss advanced his understanding of the logistics industry via studies in management at The Ohio State
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Cambridge Institute.

Hawaiian Airlines Promotes Marc Sabaté to
Director - Support Services Procurement

Hawaiian Airlines has promoted Marc Sabaté to director - support services procurement. In his new role, he will
oversee strategic procurement activities related to IT, properties and general services contractors with streamlined
purchasing processes and analyses for Hawaiian Airlines.

“Since joining Hawaiian Airlines, Marc has done a tremendous job of continuously
increasing the efficiency of our purchasing activities,” said Tom Wessner,
Hawaiian Airlines Vice President - Strategic Procurement. “We value his
leadership service to our internal customers as they continue to improve the
company’s ability to stay competitive.”

Sabaté joined Hawaiian Airlines in 2012 as manager - category procurement before
he was promoted to senior manager - customer professional services procurement
the following year. Prior to joining the airline, he spent 12 years in Shanghai,
China, where he worked as a managing partner for ENASIA, a project
management firm that assists clients with business expansion plans in China.

Sabaté holds a Bachelor of Science in international trade from the Universitat
Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona, Spain, and a Master of Business Administration from Indiana University’s Kelley
School of Business. He is fluent in English, Spanish, and Catalan, and also conversant in Mandarin.



Pan-Pacific Festival names Christine Kubota
Advisory Committee Chair

Christine Kubota has been appointed as the new Chair of the Pan-Pacific Festival Advisory
Committee. Kubota’s role is to lead the efforts for Pan-Pacific Festival events, be a liaison with
community partners and provide strategic fundraising support. She replaces Benjamin Fukumoto,
who served as the chairman for the past nine years.

Kubota is an attorney at Damon Key Leong Kupchak Hastert practicing in corporate, commercial
and real estate law since 1988. Her practice also includes immigration law, estate planning and
employment matters that address the needs of her Japanese clients. Kubota graduated from
Chaminade University with a bachelor’s degree in International Relations and Asian Studies and
from McGeorge School of Law at the University of the Pacific with a juris doctor degree.

“We are excited to welcome Christine as the new advisory chair to the Pan-Pacific Festival,” said
Eric Ishizuka, Pan-Pacific Festival Director. “She brings years of knowledge and experience not
only through her work with Japanese clients at her practice but also through her extensive
community service. Christine also embodies the customer mindset and needs that have earned
her high ratings within the industry.”

“I am honored to join the Pan-Pacific Festival advisory committee and humbled to work with an
organization that has been around for over 35 years,” Kubota said. “I look forward to sharing my
experiences and helping the Festival achieve its worthy goal of bringing Pacific Rim cultures
together in Hawaii every year.”

Kubota is a past director of Meritas, a worldwide affiliation of commercial law firms, which has
members in over 270 cities. Damon Key is the exclusive Hawaii affiliate of Meritas. She is also a
member of the American Bar Association, Real Estate Section and the American Immigration
Lawyers Association. She is a past director of the Hawaii State Bar Association and a co-chair
of the Supreme Court Committee on Court Interpreters & Language Access.

Kubota also currently serves as Director for nonprofit organizations including the Hawaii Senior
Life Enrichment Association, the Hiroshima Kenjinkai, and the Honolulu Japanese Chamber
Charitable Corporation. She was a past chair of the Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and past-president of the United Japanese Society. She is a member and is active with the
U.S. Japan Council, Japan-American Society of Honolulu, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii
and the Japanese Women’s Society Foundation.

The 36th Annual Pan-Pacific Festival is sponsored in part by the Hawaii Tourism Authority and is
set for June 12 through 14, 2015. Since its 1980 inception, the mission of the Pan-Pacific Festival
has been to promote intercultural friendship and overcome language and geographic barriers
through shared interests. Today, the Festival is one of Hawaii’s largest multi-cultural events.

# # # # #



VEGAN DINING
BY CHEF ORI ANN

Friday, August 29th
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Annex - $10
Minimum: 15 people (non-refundable)

Since there was an abundance of people at the last demo class, Chef Ori
Ann Li returns to WCC in August with a series of vegan foods. She presents
delicious cooking demonstrations for you to try plus each demo date is a
different menu. Enjoy looking at foods differently than you have!

Free parking is available at 310 Paoakalani Avenue parking lot. Call 923-1802
for more information or visit: www.waikikicommunitycenter.org

Make your reservation now! Please prepay at WCC Office one week prior.

http://www.waikikicommunitycenter.org



