
 

At a hearing held yesterday by the Department 
of Planning and Permitting, WIA President Rick 
Egged expressed WIA’s strong support for the 
master plan for the improvement of the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel and the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. 
The next step is for the plan to be reviewed by the 
City Council. 

The planned renovations include improving 
internal traffic circulation, upgrading hotel 
amenities and enhancing the overall visual 
character of both the Royal Hawaiian Hotel 
and the Sheraton Waikiki. The project 
addresses four major areas: the “Royal 
Grounds” arrival area, the Sheraton 
Waikiki, the Royal Gardens and Pool, and 
the Royal Hawaiian Hotel.  

Kyo-ya’s plan specifically promotes a 
Hawaiian sense of place in implementing 
the design elements of the Waikiki Special 
District and enhances the visitor arrival 
and overall guest experience at the two 
flagship properties.  

The improvement to the grounds and 
beachfront areas will create a more 
attractive interface with the shoreline and 
allow for active and exciting use of the 
grounds while maintaining the elegance 
and gracious feel of some of Waikīkī’s most 
historic locations. The proposed 
renovations will also create a new sense of 

excitement and welcome, linking the Sheraton 
Waikiki and the Royal Hawaiian to the revitalized 
Waikīkī.  

Kyo-ya will present the plan to the WIA Board 
of Directors at 4:00 p.m. on February 21st at the 
Sheraton Waikiki. All WIA members are invited to 
attend. Please RSVP to JoAnn Morimoto at 923-
1094, ext. 6, by February 19th. 
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Mayor Mufi Hannemann is in Washington, D.C. 
for the 76th Winter Meeting of The United States 
Conference of Mayors. 

“I look forward to meeting with my colleagues from 
all around the country to discuss a number of topics 
that are of concern to all of us,” Hannemann said.  “I 
will also use this trip to continue to promote Honolulu 
as a great city in which to do business, and to 
encourage people to come and visit our beautiful 
island home.” 

For the first time ever, the USCM will hold a 
Plenary Session on “Promoting Travel and Tourism.”  
Mayor Hannemann will head up a distinguished panel 
of speakers that will include Chicago mayor Richard 
Daley, the Chairman and CEO of Marriott 
International, Inc, Mr. Bill Marriott, Jr., the Chairman 
and CEO of Loews Hotels and the Chairman of the 
Travel and Business Roundtable, Mr. Jonathan Tisch, 
and U.S. Senator Dan Inouye. 

“I want to thank Senator Inouye for accepting my 
invitation to address my mayoral colleagues on a topic 
that he and I agree is of vital importance, not only to 
Honolulu and Hawaii, but to the rest of the country as 
well,” Hannemann said.   

During a USCM Leadership Meeting in September 
of last year, Mayor Hannemann led the charge to have 
Tourism and the Arts included in the USCM 10 Point 
Action Plan.   He also visited New Hampshire in late 

November on behalf of the USCM to speak on the 
importance of the arts as an issue for presidential 
candidates to address in their campaigns. The result 
is that now the USCM is calling for Travel and 
Tourism to be a national policy priority.  The mayors 
are echoing Mayor Hannemann’s call for increasing 
travel to Hawaii and the rest of the United States 
through visa reforms, entry improvements and 
promotion.  The mayors are also calling for the 
creation of a Cabinet level Secretary of Culture and 
Tourism charged with forming a national policy for 
arts, culture and tourism. 

“As is the case with sustainability and climate 
protection, it is the mayors of the cities of our country 
who are taking the lead on tourism and the arts,” 
Hannemann said.  “In the short time I’ve been 
associated with the USCM, I’m proud of the great 
strides we’ve been able to make in elevating tourism to 
its rightful place as an economic development 
necessity for our cities and our nation.” 

“I am honored to be included with other local, 
state and federal elected officials to discuss the 
challenges facing urban America,” Hannemann said.  
“I look forward to discussing with other leaders the 
strategies that can be used to best address these 
issues.”  

 

Mayor Hannemann travels to Washington  
to discuss travel and tourism, the economy,  

criminal and social justice and climate protection     

The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA), the state’s 
tourism agency, along with the counties of Honolulu, 
Hawai‘i, Kaua‘i, and Maui, have made their selection 
of over 100 events and projects statewide to receive 
County Product Enrichment Program (CPEP) and 
Statewide Product Enrichment Program (SPEP) 
funding for 2008 (see attached for complete listing of 
all funded programs). 

CPEP was created in 2002 as a partnership 
between HTA and the counties.  Through the program, 
the four counties receive HTA funding for tourism 
product enrichment activities on their respective 
islands to support projects in the niche areas of 
agritourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism, 
edutourism, health & wellness tourism, and 
technotourism.  An additional five projects were 
supported under the Statewide Product Enrichment 
Program (SPEP) that covers multi-county activities. 

“This program continues to be a success and in 
particular, the HTA and county partnership continues 
to be a win-win situation with expanded community 
input, as well as more community-based activities for 
visitors and residents to enjoy,” said Rex Johnson, 
president and chief executive officer of HTA.  “The 
CPEP and SPEP encourage programs that represent 
the diversity, culture and values of Hawai‘i, while 
helping to create a unique visitor experience on each 
Hawaiian Island.” 

For a complete listing of the awards, visit the HTA 
website at www.hawaiitourismauthority.org. 

HTA announces 2008 Product Enrichment Program awards 

http://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org
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In an attempt to counter skyrocketing fuel costs, 
Aloha Airlines is tying its interisland fare structure to 
the distance flown and actual fuel burned. Effective 
immediately, the 

Honolulu-based carrier is charging $10 more on 
interisland flights of more than 150 nautical miles 
than on shorter flights. 

Since 2003, the cost of aviation fuel has tripled, 
from around 90 cents a gallon to around $3, and 
today fuel is Aloha’s largest cost factor. 

“Aloha Airlines is sensitive to Hawaii’s need for 
frequent, reliable air service between the islands,” said 
Thom Nulty, Aloha’s senior vice president for 
marketing and sales. “Car owners can appreciate the 
impact that a tripling of gas prices would have on 

commuting costs, and they know it takes a lot more 
gas to drive 200 miles than 100 miles. While some of 
our flights are twice the distance of others, we’re doing 
our best to keep fares affordable for all.” 

Under the new pricing structure, the lowest one-
way fare between city pairs of less than 150 nautical 
miles, including Honolulu-Kauai and Honolulu-Maui, 
is $49, excluding taxes and fees. On flights that 
exceed 150 nautical miles, including Honolulu-Hilo 
and Honolulu-Kona, the lowest one-way fares start at 
$59, excluding taxes and fees. Other interisland fares 
vary depending on market demand, especially for 
flights during peak travel days and times. 

Aloha Airlines sets new interisland fares based on fuel cost 

Aqua Hotels & Resorts promoted 
William “Bill” Farnsworth Jr. to vice 
president of finance.  Formerly 
Aqua’s director of finance, 
Farnsworth will direct and oversee 
all aspects of the company’s 
financial and accounting activities. 

“Bill has worked tirelessly the past 2 
years updating our financial systems, working with 
hotel owners on their financial planning and 
forecasting and administering to the daily needs of 
Aqua’s accounting team,” said Mike Paulin, owner and 
CEO of Aqua Hotels & Resorts.  “He is a tremendous 
asset to our team.” 

With more than 30 years experience in the 
hospitality industry, Farnsworth has held executive 
positions as CFO and SVP Operations for multi-
property hotel companies.  His extensive hospitality 
industry knowledge includes hotel, condotel, resort 
and timeshare mixed-use operations, food and 
beverage management, condominium homeowner 
association administration, project and facilities 
management, procurement and development.  Before 
joining Aqua, Farnsworth spent many years with 
Rockresorts at their five-star destination resorts in the 
Caribbean, New England, Wyoming and Hawaii.  

William Farnsworth, Jr. promoted to VP of finance for Aqua Hotels 

Roberts Hawaii has appointed 
Dave Mark as Marketing Manager. 
He will be responsible for creating 
and executing successful 
integrated marketing programs 
across Roberts Hawaii businesses 
including tours and 
transportation, Magic of 
Polynesia, Ali‘i Kai Catamaran 

Dinner Sail, Roberts Hawaii Shore Excursions, 
Roberts Hawaii School Bus and other initiatives. 

He will develop and execute strategies and tactics 
related to both brand/product and public relations 
promotion and management. In addition, he will 

collaborate on core functions with Sales and other 
departments, including marketing communications, 
business development and new product development. 

Dave has worked for Roberts Hawaii for about five 
years within its various divisions.  He previously was 
promotions manager for Pacific Bar Association and 
an Advertising Assistant for Oahu Publishing.  He is a 
graduate of Hawaii Pacific University with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, double majoring in Public Relations 
and in Advertising. He lives in Waikiki. 

Roberts Hawaii appoints Dave Mark as marketing manager 
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:00PM – 
7:00PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the months of January and February: 
Mondays:  No show 

Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Hālau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Friday, January 25:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 26:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A O Hula 

Sunday, January 27:  Momi Cruz-Losano & Halau 
Hula Namakahonuakapiliwale 

Friday, February 1:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday,  February 2:  Michael & James Dela Cruz 
and Hula Halau O Na 'Opio Me Na Kupuna O Ko'olau 

Sunday, February 3:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A O Hula 

 Friday, February 8:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, February 9:  NO SHOW (Pro Bowl Block 
Party) 

Sunday, February 10:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

January 27, 2008 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:30AM Ends  

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION-SHARON'S RIDE/RUN/WALK sponsored by 
Epilepsy Foundation of Hawaii.  The event is expected to have 500 
participants.  It will start at Kapiolani Community College Lot E-to Lot B-to 
Lot A-to Makapuu Ave., cross Diamond Hd Rd., to DH Monument Entrance 
Rd., to Kahala tunnel-back to KCC Lot B, to finish at Chapel Bldg.  Ride 
Contact:  Raul Torres 223-2622, Fax:  737-8985.  Run/Walk Contact:  Ed 
Kemper 524-0330, Fax:  523-1406.  For more info, visit their website:  
www.sharonforepilepsy.com  

February 3, 2008 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
8:30AM Ends  

 HAROLD CHAPSON MEMORIAL 8K RUN sponsored by Mid-Pacific Road 
Runners Club.  The event is expected to have 200 runners. It will start at 
Kapiolani Park Bandstand at Monsarrat Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to Diamond 
Hd Rd., to Kahala Ave., to Paikau St., counterclockwise around Triangle Park, 
to Diamond Hd Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., to finish at Hon. Marathon Finish 
Line. Contact John Simonds 373-3609 E-mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com    

February 9, 2008 Saturday 
6:00PM Starts 
11:00PM Ends  

PRO BOWL BLOCK PARTY sponsored by City & County of Honolulu. The 
event is expected to have 5,000+ participants. The event will close Kalakaua 
Avenue all traffic lanes/sidewalk areas, from Kaiulani Avenue to Kapahulu 
Avenue.  Traffic will be diverted starting 5:30 pm for setup.  Contact:  Isaac 
Hokama 527-6090, Fax:  523-4242.  E-mail:  ihokama1@honolulu.gov   

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 
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