
 

An anime superstar, an aboriginal dance 
troupe and a fire-spitting dragon 
represent the mix of exciting new acts and 
crowd-pleasing favorites that will add an 
extra splash of excitement to the 14th 
Annual Honolulu Festival, March 14–16.  

Hawaii residents and visitors alike will enjoy vibrant 
colors, spectacular sights and beautiful sounds as 
performers and artisans from around the Pacific 
converge in Honolulu for a three-day celebration of 
music, dance, art, and culture. 

The 14th Annual Honolulu Festival will feature 
more than 5,500 singers, dancers and artisans from 
Japan, Hawaii, Australia, the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), the Philippines and the U.S. mainland.  The 
festival culminates with a Grand Parade through 
Waikiki on Sunday afternoon, March 16th.   It will 
feature the return of the fan-favorite, fire-spitting 
dragon Daijayama from Kyushu, Japan. 

“The 14th Annual Honolulu Festival will give 
festival goers amazing opportunities to experience and 
interact with the vibrant, living cultures of the Pacific,” 
said David Asanuma, executive director of the 
Honolulu Festival Foundation, organizer of the 
Honolulu Festival.  “We have a lot more for families to 
see and do this year.  The diversity of performers and 
activities is really astonishing, ranging from ancient 
traditions to present-day pop culture.  As always, 
Honolulu Festival brings together the cultures of the 
Pacific to promote goodwill and friendship.” 
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Daijayama parades through Waikīkī 
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Entertainment and demonstrations will be held at 
the Hawaii Convention Center and on stages at Ala 
Moana Center, the Waikiki Beach Walk and Waikiki 
Shopping Plaza. All events are free and open to the 
public. 

Highlights will include a craft fair with over 100 
vendors from Japan and Hawaii.  Ennichi Corner 
(Saint’s Day Festival) will introduce children and 
families to a unique aspect of Japanese family life. 
Ennichi are rollicking festivals held in honor of various 
deities.  Recreating the family festival atmosphere, the 
Ennichi Corner will introduce the young and young at 
heart to traditional Japanese games, crafts and 
traditions.  And for you anime fans we are excited to 
have Halko Momoi, a very famous anime voice actress, 
perform.  And we cannot forget the indigenous 
Australian group “Descendance” who will be 
participating for the 4th time.  Japan is represented by 
exciting performances such as Suga-Ren Yosakoi 
dancers, Tonosama Ren Awa Odori dancers and 
Daijayama, the Fire Spitting Dragon measuring 20 feet 
high and 33 feet in length. 

14th Annual Honolulu Festival  
(continued from page 1) 

Australian aboriginal dancers at Waikīkī Beach Walk 

Please visit www.honolulufestival.com for more 
information. 

 

The members and staff of the Waikiki 
Improvement Association send their 
deepest sympathies to Aunty Genoa 
Keawe's 'ohana at this difficult time. 
Aunty Genoa is a legend to people 
around the world, and her music, her 
compassion, her bright eyes and 
unforgettable smile will live on in our 
hearts forever.  Aunty Genoa not only 
lived aloha, she was aloha, and shared it 
through her song and spirit every single 
day. She will be sincerely missed, but 
never, ever forgotten. 

Services will be held tomorrow in 
Honolulu and on Friday in La'ie. 

Aunty Genoa Keawe at the International Waikīkī Hula Conference, 
November 2007.  

Waikīkī mourns the passing of a legend:  Aunty Genoa Keawe 
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The U.S.-Japan Cultural Exchange Seminar has 
become an ongoing tradition and major part of the 
Honoluu Festival.  Each year the Seminar focuses on a 
specific cultural and historical relationship between 
the United States and Japan, past and present.  

This program will be held at the Hawaii 
Convention Center, Room 310, on March 15, Saturday 
morning from 10:30 and is complimentary. The guest 
speakers are an actual part of the theme, having lived 
it themselves or through their family.   

Our theme for the 14th Annual Honolulu Festival 
is “The First Citizen:  Joseph Heco and the Opening of 
U.S.-Japan Relations”.  Joseph Heco, born Hikozo 
Hamada in 1837 in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, is the 
first U.S. citizen of Japanese descent.  Shipwrecked in 
1850 for 52 days due to a typhoon on his return trip 
from Tokyo to Osaka, Heco’s ship was rescued by the 
American ship “Oakland.” Arriving in San Francisco in 
1851, this led to Heco being educated in Baltimore 
and San Francisco. 

 Heco was baptized a Catholic in 1854 and became 
the first Japanese to be naturalized as a citizen of the 
United States in 1858.  Returning to Japan in 1859 

Heco was appointed to be the interpreter for the first 
American minister to Japan Townsend Harris.  He was 
very influential in establishing relations between 
Japan and the United States. Heco was also a pioneer 
in establishing the first modern Japanese newspaper.   

The seminar will focus on his impact on American 
and Japanese history and his ties with Hawaii.  
Panelists include descendants of those who were 
involved with Heco and his adventures.  

• Colonel George Mercer Brooke III, great-
grandson of Lieutenant John Mercer Brooke, 
USN;  

• Dwight Damon of Honolulu,  great, great-
grandson of Rev. Samuel Chenery Damon; 

• Dr. Samuel N. Mukaida, President of the 
Joseph Heco Society of Hawaii.  

This event is co-sponsored by the Honolulu 
Festival Foundation, Consulate General of Japan in 
Hawaii,  Japan-America Society of Hawaii and Joseph 
Heco Society of Hawaii . 

 

 “The First Citizen:  Joseph Heco  
and the Opening of U.S.-Japan Relations” 

Hawaiian quilting featured  
at 14th Annual Honolulu Festival 

The 14th Annual Honolulu Festival will feature 
Poakalani & Co., the well known Hawaiian quilting 
company owned by the Serrao Family of Oahu. A 
display of over 60 quilts made by the students of 
Poakalani & Co. will be displayed at the Hawaii 
Convention Center from March 15-16, 2008.  Quilt 
demonstrations and workshops will also be part of the 
program. 

Hawaiian quilting dates back about 200 years and 
many of the families in Hawaii have beautiful 
heirlooms that have been passed down by great-
grandmothers and grandmothers. There has been a 
resurgence in its popularity in recent years and it has 
also become a favorite hobby for the ladies of Japan. 
The arts and crafts of Hawaii have taken roots in 
Japan particularly with the introduction of hula over 
twenty years ago. It is only natural that the Japanese 
who enjoy making crafts with their hands would take 
a liking to Hawaiian quilting. The Honolulu Festival 
will feature the work of  Poakalani, John and Cissy 

Serrao. They will share their work and their knowledge 
with Hawaiian quilt lovers here and from abroad.  

Hawaiian quilt makers are very proud of their own 
creations and designs.  

There is a purpose for each quilt made. The quilts 
tell stories of events and memories. Today’s quilt 
makers are more willing to share their designs, 
however, still take the time to name their quilts to 
symbolize ownership and uniqueness. Hawaii is 
blessed with the beauty of its flowers,  plants, and 
legends, quite often the subjects of the quilt designs.  
And this has made Hawaiian quilting unique from all 
other types of quilting.  

The popularity of Hawaiian quilting will continue 
to grow because of this. 

The Honolulu Festival Foundation encourages 
attendees to participate in the  programs that will be 
conducted by Poakalani & Co. For more information 
about Poakalani & Co. please link to www.poakalani.com. 
There is much history in their company. 
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The Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa’s 
commitment to island music has gotten even stronger 
with the addition of two Na Hoku Hanohano award-
winning groups to its entertainment rotation.  
Beginning March, acclaimed Typical Hawaiians and 
Na Kama join Olomana at the Village.  

Olomana, featuring the legendary Jerry Santos, 
debuts at the Tapa Bar on Friday, March 7 at 8 p.m.  
Olomana’s timeless music is a weekend staple at the 
Village, where the group has been a fixture at the 
Paradise Lounge for decades.  The Tapa Bar, located 
at the bottom of the Tapa Tower, is an open-air facility 
with a bigger seating capacity than the Paradise 
Lounge.  It also is in an area with enormous foot 
traffic at the 22-acre resort, especially on Friday 
evenings with the hotel’s popular fireworks 
extravaganza. 

Typical Hawaiians plays each Tuesday at the 
Topics Bar between 4 and 7 p.m.  Typical Hawaiians’ 
Bruce Zulueta, Tazra Vegas, and Thomson Enos have 
an electrifying style offering contemporary Hawaiian 
music and island reggae with a fresh new sound.  The 

young, charismatic group was only the second band to 
achieve Hawaii’s highest award for music created 
within the reggae genre.  Their previous albums “In a 
Positive Vibrations” and “Keep It Together” have topped 
island charts and won the Na Hoku Hanohano award 
for “Reggae Album of the Year.” 

Na Hoku Hanohano award-winning Na Kama plays 
the Tapa Bar each Wednesday in March between 8 
and 11 p.m.  Brian Mersberg, Danny Naipo and Eric 
Lee comprise the trio, which has been recognized for 
use of the Hawaiian language in Mersberg and Lee’s 
first album, “Ke Ala Hou.”  Since then, they have 
released a number of albums including “Hawaiian 
Style Volume I” in 2001 and “Come and See…Hawaii” 
in 2003.  In 2006, the trio released “Kamakolu,” their 
first release of music catering completely to the 
Hawaiian language. 

In addition to the three groups, other local groups 
are featured at the Village in March.  A complete 
calendar can be found at 
www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/activities/documents
/CALENMAR08_000.pdf.   

Through April, the Village is offering a kama‘aina 
room rates beginning at just $149 per night for 
Sunday through Thursday night stays, and from $165 
per night for Friday and Saturday evening stays.  
Blackout dates do apply and proof of Hawaii residency 
is required.  To make kama‘aina reservations, call the 
resort at (808) 949-4321, and ask for rate code “P3.” 

Hilton Hawaiian Village announces new entertainment lineup  
Demonstrates strong commitment to island music at the Village 

The Ocean Safety and Lifeguard Services Division 
would like to remind beachgoers: 
  
1. Always swim at a beach with a lifeguard. 
2. Consult with a lifeguard regarding ocean 

conditions before entering the water. 
3. Heed all warning signs – they are there for a 

reason. 
4. Never swim alone. 
5. If you see someone in distress call for a 

lifeguard or dial 9-1-1. 
6. Know your limits - IF IN DOUBT, DON'T GO 

OUT! 
  
For public information regarding ocean conditions, 
advisories, and warnings, the Ocean Safety and 
Lifeguard Services Division provides a pre-recorded 
report which can be accessed 24 hours a day; at 922-
3888 x 51 or visit: www.hawaiibeachsafety.org 

 

A reminder from  
our City’s lifeguards 



 

Page 5 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 5 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

The Royal Hawaiian Center welcomes the recent 
grand openings of three new merchants.  Laki 
Hawaiian Designs, offering the finest in contemporary 
jewelry; Leather Soul featuring select leather shoes for 
men; and Ranger Sports with the latest in gadgets and 
gizmos for today’s outdoorsman, all make their debut 
at the Center.  

“These stores reflect the world-class standard of 
our Center,” said Marleen Akau, general manager for 
the Center. “We have the largest collection of flagship 
retail shops in Hawai'i, giving us the advantage of 
offering our guests unique merchandise that is 
exclusively available at Royal Hawaiian Center.”  

Laki Hawaiian Designs offers jewelry lines such as 
Misaki pearl jewelry, a European-inspired, modern 
collection of fine pearl designs.  It also features the 
trendy rock n’ roll-inspired jewelry from King Baby 
and Queen Baby, a bold collection of silver, gold and 
semi-precious stones adorning the young celebrity 
crowd.  The 441-square-foot store opened in January 
between Princesse Tam-Tam and Western Classics.  
For additional information, call (808) 923-2201. 

Leather Soul, world famous for its exclusive Alden 
Shoes Company Hawai'i collection, opened its doors in 

January at Royal Hawaiian Center.  Thomas Park, 
owner and collaborative designer with the Alden Shoes 
Company, has garnered international attention in the 
continental U.S., Japan and Europe for his special 
edition Alden Shoes offered only at his store.  The 
exclusive Edward Green shoe collection is also 
available. Leather Soul occupies 669 square feet on 
the third level of Building A next to Ranger Sports.  
For more information, visit www.leathersoulhawaii.com. 

Well-known for its military and law enforcement 
merchandise, Ranger Sports opened a 659 square foot 
retail shop in January at Royal Hawaiian Center.   
Offering a wide variety of combat and survival gear, 
sports watches and insignias, this is the perfect place 
for Hawaii’s avid commandos.   Ranger Sports is 
located between Western Classics and Leather Soul on 
the third level of Building A.  

Hours of operation are from Monday through 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  For more information 
on the revitalization of the Center, retail merchants, 
entertainment and restaurants, call (808) 922-0588 or 
visit www.RoyalHawaiianCenter.com. 
 
 

Royal Hawaiian Center welcomes new merchants 

Roberts Hawaii has promoted Jesse 
Whittemore to Product Marketing 
and Sales Manager, Tours & 
Activities from his previous position 
as Account Manager, Hawaii Sales. 

Whittemore will be responsible for 
developing and implementing an 
annual marketing plan to increase 

tours and activities sales through promotions and 
services. He will also be responsible for new accounts 

Roberts Hawaii Promotes Jesse Whittemore to  
product marketing and sales manager, tours & activities 

and maintaining existing accounts for assigned sales 
territories. 

He joined Roberts Hawaii in August 2003 and 
brings seven years of travel industry and hospitality 
experience to the company. 

Whittemore graduated from Hawaii Pacific 
University with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with an emphasis in marketing and 
international business.  

Candace Yuen has been named 
senior sales manager of the 
ResortQuest Waikiki Beach Hotel. 
Yuen will be responsible for the 
execution of all sales activities at 
the oceanfront resort. 

Yuen was previously group sales 
manager at the Ala Moana Hotel. 

Prior to that, she worked for Aloha Airlines in sales 
and customer relations. 

Yuen currently serves on the board of Meeting 
Professionals International (MPI) and is a member of 
Hawaii Hospitality Sales and Marketing Association 
(HHSMA) and the American Society of Association 
Executives (ASAE). 

Candace Yuen named senior sales manager  
of ResortQuest Waikiki Beach Hotel  
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula 
shows are performed nightly 
except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula 
hālau (troupes) and Hawaiian 
performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula 
Mound, near Duke Kahanamoku 
statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances 
with seating on the grass or on beach chairs or beach 
mats.  Cameras are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the month of March: 
Mondays:  No show 

Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Friday, Mar 7:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai Ka 
Lani 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

Saturday, March 8:  Coleen Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Sunday, March 9:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Wednesday, March 12:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula 
Halau Ka Liko Ka Palai 

Friday, March 14:  Moana Chang and the Aloha Boat 
Days Show 

Saturday, March 15:  Joan S. Lindsey and the Joan 
S. Lindsey Hula Studio 

Sunday, March 16:  NO SHOW – Honolulu Festival 
Parade 

Wednesday, March 19:  NO SHOW – Salute to Youth 
Parades 

Friday, March 21:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani 

Saturday, March 22:  Shirley Recca and Halau Hula 
O Namakahulali 

Sunday, March 23:  NO SHOW – Easter 

Wednesday, March 26:  NO SHOW – Salute to Youth 
Parades 

The Waikiki Aquarium will host its annual 
Seahunt event on Saturday, March 15 from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon.   Families are invited to participate in a 
variety of activities designed to celebrate the Easter 
season. Keiki between the ages of 2 and 7 years may 
hunt for toy-filled eggs, and children of all ages may 
visit with the Easter Bunny, fish for prizes at the “fish 
pond,” enjoy entertaining arts, crafts and games, and 
purchase hot dogs and beverages.  

Highlighting the day will be the Seahunt egg hunt 
when a portion of the Aquarium lawn is transformed 
into a hunting ground for keiki assigned to small 
groups that morning, affording each child the 
opportunity to gather a designated number of toy-filled 
eggs.  The Easter Bunny will be available for 
photographs, however parents are encouraged to bring 
their own cameras.   Visitors will also enjoy access to 
all Aquarium exhibits and galleries, coming face-to-
face with jellyfish, sea dragons, sharks, eels, stunning 
Pacific corals and a myriad of colorful reef fishes. 

Seahunt admission is free for children of Friends 
of the Waikiki Aquarium (FOWA) members. The fee for 
non-member hunters is $10.  Fish pond tickets are $2 

per child.  All proceeds from Seahunt will support the 
Aquarium’s current and planned exhibits, as well as 
its educational programs.  

Seahunt registration forms may be obtained by 
calling the Aquarium’s event office at 808-440-9015. 
Seahunt pre-registration deadline is Friday February 
29, 2008.  

Founded in 1904 and administered by the 
University of Hawaii since 1919, the Waikiki Aquarium 
is located on the shoreline of Waikiki Beach next to a 
living reef and across from Kapiolani Park. The 
Aquarium – third oldest in the U.S. – showcases more 
than 500 marine species, and maintains more than 
3,000 marine specimens. The Aquarium is open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. except Christmas Day.  

For more information about the Waikiki 
Aquarium, including membership, please call 808-
923-9741 or visit www.waquarium.org. 

 

Kick off Easter season with SEAHUNT at the Waikiki Aquarium 
 Keiki invited to hunt for toy-filled eggs, meet the Easter Bunny and more 
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

March 8, 2008 Saturday 
7:00AM Starts 
11:00AM Ends  

10th ANNUAL FT. DERUSSY BIATHLON sponsored by Hale Koa Hotel. The 
event is expected to have 300 participants.  Swim:  Out and back course Ft. 
DeRussy Beach.  Run:  From swim finish transition area to Saratoga Rd. 
sidewalk, to Kalia Rd., to Army Museum, to Ft. DeRussy, to Paoa Pl, to end  at 
transition area.  Contact: Kelly Hupp 955-9151, Fax:  955-9122,      E-mail:  
huppk@halekoa.com   

March 9, 2008 Sunday 
6:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

JOHNNY FAERBER 10K RUN sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific Roadrunners 
Club. The event is expected to have 400 runners. It will start on Kalakaua 
Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to Kahala Ave., to Paikau St., to Diamond Head 
Rd., to 22nd Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to Elepaio St., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond 
Head Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., to finish at Honolulu Marathon finish line area. 
Contact: John Simonds 373-3609 For more info, visit their website: 
http://www.mprrc.com/  

March 15, 2008 Saturday 
6:00PM Starts 
8:00PM Ends  

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PROTEST AGAINST THE WAR WITH 
IRAQ MARCH sponsored by Hawaii Not In Our Name Coalition.  The event is 
expected to have 500+ marchers. It will start at Honolulu Zoo grassy area near 
Entrance at Kapahulu/Kalakaua Aves., to Kuhio Ave., two (2) coned makai 
curb lanes; to Lewers St., coned Koko Head lane; to Kalakaua Ave., two (2) 
coned mauka curb lanes; to end at Zoo at Kapahulu/Kalakaua Aves.  
TheBus/OTS (Hotline Dispatch 848-4566) Kuhio Ave. Koko Head bound route 
will be diverted onto Kalakaua Ave. at 5:30 pm.  Contact:  Carolyn 
Hadfield 286-8288 E-mail:  carolina@lava.net or their Bulletin Update 534-
2255  

March 16, 2008 Sunday 
4:30PM Starts 
7:30PM Ends  

14th ANNUAL HONOLULU FESTIVALS PARADE sponsored by JTB 
Hawaii/Honolulu Festival Organizing Committee.  The event is expected to 
have 6,000 marchers, 20 vehicles, 5 floats, 3 bands, 12 Mikoshi.  It will start 
at Kalakaua Ave. at Saratoga Rd., kkhd on Kalakaua Ave., to end at Waikiki 
Shell parking lot, Queen Kapiolani Park. Contact Glenn Kosuge 926-2424.  
For more info, visit their website:  http://www.honolulufestival.com/    

March 17, 2008 Monday 
12:00noon Starts 

1:30PM Ends  

ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE sponsored by Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick of 
Hawaii.  The event is expected to have 800 marchers, 50 vehicles, 2 floats, 5 
bands.  It will start at Saratoga Rd./Kalakaua Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to 
Monsarrat Ave.,  to end at Queen Kapiolani Park.  Contact:  Kevin Kelly 956-
6651 Fax: 956-5308   

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 


