
 

After the sad and dismaying news of Aloha Airlines 
filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection and 
shutting down passenger operations, both the public 
and private sectors are rallying to support Aloha’s 
customers and employees. 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann expressed his 
aloha and concern:  “This is a very troubling 
development that will have far-reaching 
consequences.  My heart goes out to the employees 
who have devoted their careers, and made so many 
personal sacrifices, to keep Aloha Airlines serving the 
people of Hawaii over the years. 

 “While the Legislature evaluates a financial 
assistance package—something on the order of what 
the state government did for Hawaiian Airlines when I 
was director of the Department of Business, Economic 
Development & Tourism—the City and County of 
Honolulu stands ready to assist with reemployment 
efforts for Aloha employees who are losing their jobs. 

 “Our Oahu Worklinks program has been very 
successful in matching employers and job-seekers.  
Meanwhile, we’ll do our part to step up recruitment of 
vacancies in the City workforce, vacancies that are 
open to all comers but which Aloha employees may 
find attractive.  In particular, we’re always looking for 
skilled tradesmen, clerical workers, and construction-
related professionals, and perhaps the Aloha 
employees may help us fill jobs that have been difficult 
to fill in recent years. 

The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority expressed its 
reaction to these events in a statement released by 
Rex Johnson, HTA’s president: 

“The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) is saddened 
to learn that Aloha Airlines will shut down its 
interisland and transpacific passenger operations after 
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Monday, March 31, 2008.  Aloha Airlines and its 
generations of employees have had a long and noble 
history of serving Hawai‘i’s residents and visitors, and 
its many contributions to our community will be 
missed.  Our hearts go out to the company’s 
employees and their family members who are affected 
by the closure. 

Over the next few days, there will no doubt be 
travel inconveniences caused by Aloha’s departure. 
However, for the long term, we anticipate that there 
will be minimal disruption to Hawai‘i’s interisland and 
transpacific air service.  Hawai‘i residents and visitors 
should be able to continue interisland and domestic 
travel with only minor adjustments to their plans. 

This is a very difficult time for Aloha Airlines, its 
employees, and our state.  HTA is committed to 
working with all stakeholders and involved parties and 
to provide assistance, when possible, as the situation 
continues to develop.” 

The State Legislature, Hawai‘i Visitors and 
Convention Bureau (HVCB), Governor’s Tourism 
Liaison, HTA and the Hawai‘i Hotel and Lodging 
Association (HHLA), have been coordinating with 
airlines and hotels who have been hard at work on 
contingency plans to minimize the impact of the shut 
down on visitors and residents. 

Hawai’i’s primary interisland carriers have 
informed HTA that they are ready to increase their 
capacity to compensate for the loss of seats resulting 
from Aloha’s closure.  This will be achieved by 
expanded daily schedules and the addition of aircraft. 
It is anticipated that transpacific carriers serving 
Aloha’s regional markets on the U.S. mainland will be 
able to absorb the void left by Aloha. 

 

City, State, and Waikīkī express their aloha 
and kōkua to Aloha Airlines 
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Aloha Airlines’ ticket holders with departures after 
March 31, can check HVCB’s Web site 
www.gohawaii.com/alohaairlines for information on 
how to contact other airlines serving Aloha’s markets.  
It is recommended that passengers get in touch with 
these airlines to determine seat availability and 
booking instructions before going to the airport.  Aloha 
Airlines updates are also linked to HTA’s Web site 
ww.hawaiitourismauthority.org and all of HVCB’s 
island chapters’ Web sites (O‘ahu Visitors Bureau, 
Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau, Maui Visitors Bureau, and Big 
Island Visitors Bureau). 

Various hotels statewide are offering special 
considerations to stranded passengers for extended or 
emergency accommodations.  Visitors should confirm 
with individual hotels what assistance is available. 

 

Aqua offers 3 FREE nights to Aloha return ticket 
holders 

 

Aqua Hotels & Resorts has announced that it is 
offering three FREE nights to individuals who find 
themselves stranded in Waikiki due to the shut down 
of Aloha Airlines’ transpacific operations. 

“During this very sad time in Hawaii’s visitor 
industry, Aqua will provide three complimentary room 
nights to any traveler holding a return ticket on Aloha 
Airlines for travel from Oahu to the mainland between 
April 1- 7,” said Mike Paulin, owner and CEO of Aqua 
Hotels & Resorts. “I know that visitors, including some 
of our guests, will be scrambling to rebook their return 
flights home and I don’t want them worrying about the 
expense of spending a few additional nights in 
Waikiki.” 

The offer is valid for a maximum of three free 
nights at any of Aqua’s Waikiki locations, based on 
space availability.  It cannot be combined with any 
other offer.  Stranded travelers taking advantage of 
this offer must present their return Aloha Airlines 
ticket upon check-in. 

For reservations, visitors may call reservations 
toll-free at 1-866-406-2782 or the individual hotels 
direct: 

• Aqua Aloha Surf & Spa, 922-0222                

• Aqua Bamboo & Spa, 922-7777                              

• Aqua Continental, 922-2232 

• Aqua Honolulu Prince, 922-1616                               

• Aqua Island Colony, 923-2345                               

• Aqua Palms & Spa, 947-7256                         

• Aqua Waikiki Beachside, 931-2100 

• Aqua Waikiki Marina, 942-7722                                

• Aqua Waikiki Wave, 922-1262                                  

• Hotel Renew, 687-7700 

• The Equus, 949-0061                                      

Visit www.aquaresorts.com for more information 
about the company and individual hotels. 

 

Outrigger offers special rates for affected Aloha 
Airline passengers 

 

In response to the news that Aloha Airlines is 
shutting down operations of its passenger flight 
operations effective today, Outrigger Enterprises 
Group is offering Aloha Airlines passengers affected by 
the closure special rates and discounts at a number of 
its properties, as follows: 

• $75.00 at the OHANA Waikiki West 

• $75.00 at the OHANA Waikiki Malia 

• $85.00 at the OHANA East 

• $90.00 at the OHANA Waikiki Beachcomber 

• $109.00 at the OHANA Honolulu Airport Hotel 
and Best Western The Plaza Hotel (includes 
complimentary continental breakfast) 

• $119 at the Ala Moana Hotel’s Waikiki Tower 

• $129.00 at The Wyland Waikiki 

• 50% discount at the Outrigger Reef on the 
Beach and Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach in 
Waikiki 

• 50% discount at all Outrigger Condominium 
Collection resorts 

• 50% discount at the Keauhou Beach Resort on 
Hawaii’s Big Island 

Prices are per room, per night; special rates and 
discounts are subject to availability. Guests must 
show an Aloha Airlines confirmation or ticket upon 

City, State, and Waikīkī express their aloha and kōkua 
to Aloha Airlines 
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check-in to receive the special Aloha Airlines 
distressed passenger rate. 

Additionally, Outrigger is relaxing its cancellation 
policy for those guests who have to cancel or change 
reservations as a result of the Aloha Airlines closure. 

“This is truly a sad day for all of us in the islands,” 
said Barry Wallace, executive vice president of 
hospitality services for Outrigger Enterprises Group. 
“It is disheartening to see a kamaaina company with 
such a long history of dedicated and professional 
service to our islands, our community and to millions 
of travelers to Hawaii come to such an end. Our hearts 
go out to each and every member of the Aloha Airlines 
team during this very difficult time.” 

For reservations or information, call toll free 800-
OUTRIGGER (1-800-688-7444) within the United 
States, Guam and Canada.  Outrigger’s toll-free 
number is available internationally via AT&T’s Direct 
800 Service. Elsewhere call direct to 303-369-7777 
(long distance charges apply). 

 

City and businesses join forces to reemploy Aloha 
Airlines employees 

 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann and First Hawaiian Bank 
President and CEO Don Horner have announced that 
the City and local businesses, in consultation and 
collaboration with Aloha Airlines; the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, 
Airline Division; Transport Workers Union; Association 
of Flight Attendants–CWA; Airline Pilots Association; 
and Society for Human Resource Management’s 
Hawaii Chapter, will be hosting a job fair for Aloha 
Airlines employees who lost their jobs when the airline 
closed on March 31. 

The event will be held Wednesday, April 9, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Neal Blaisdell Center 
Exhibition Hall. 

Mayor Hannemann said, “Putting 1,900 people on 
the unemployment rolls, particularly as the U.S. 
economy is slowing, could have a ripple effect on our 
own economy.  The City and private sectors are 
partnering to apprise the Aloha Airlines ohana of job 
opportunities available in a number of organizations.  
We hope to tap this talented, experienced workforce to 
meet some pressing needs.  I’m also very gratified that 
we’re seeing this outstanding island-style response to 
helping folks in need.” 

President and CEO Horner said, “The business 
community is saddened by the loss of Aloha Airlines.  
The company was part of the fabric of our islands.  I 

am confident that business leaders throughout the 
state look forward to assisting these dedicated 
employees in finding meaningful and rewarding 
employment opportunities.” 

SHRM will organize the employers and volunteers, 
in cooperation with Aloha Airlines.  SHRM plans to 
contact its 1,000 members across the state to 
encourage them to participate. 

 

 . . . 
 

In its bankruptcy filing, Aloha cited its inability to 
generate sufficient revenues from its inter-island 
passenger business due to predatory pricing by Mesa 
Air Group's go! airline. In the highly competitive inter-
island market, Aloha was forced to match go!’s below-
cost fares at a time when the airline industry was 
facing unprecedented increases in the cost of jet fuel. 

Aloha Airlines shut down its inter-island and 
transpacific passenger flight operations on Monday, 
March 31st. 

Code-share partner United Airlines and other 
airlines are prepared to assist and accommodate 
Aloha’s passengers who have been inconvenienced. 
For more information on United’s accommodation 
options, contact United at 1-800-UNITED1 or 
www.united.com. 

Passengers who do not wish to be re-
accommodated by another airline should contact their 
travel agent or credit card company to request a 
refund. 

Approximately 3,500 people are employed by 
Aloha Airlines. The shutdown of Aloha’s passenger 
operations will affect about 1,900 employees. 

Aloha has also announced that its air cargo and 
aviation services units will continue to operate as 
usual while the U.S. Bankruptcy Court seeks bids 
from potential buyers. On March 27, 2008, Saltchuk 
Resources, Inc., announced its intention to buy 
Aloha’s air cargo business. 

 “This is an incredibly dark day for Hawaii,” said 
David A. Banmiller, Aloha’s president and chief 
executive officer. “Despite the groundswell of support 
from the community and our elected officials, we 
simply ran out of time to find a qualified buyer or 
secure continued financing for our passenger 
business. We had no choice but to take this action. 

“We deeply regret the impact this will have on our 
dedicated employees who have made Aloha one of the 
best operating airlines in the country.” 

City, State, and Waikīkī express their  
aloha and kōkua to Aloha Airlines 

(continued from page 2) 
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Travelers can combine education, the environment 
and a vacation to Hawaii by taking advantage of 
special activities being planned for 2008 Year of the 
Coral Reef. 

The Hawaii version of this year’s "International 
Year of the Reef," the Year of the Coral Reef is 
spawning a series of interactive and educational 
activities about the islands’ marine eco-systems and 
how to care for them. 

Outrigger Hotels & Resorts in Hawaii, in 
collaboration with the National Marine Sanctuary 
Program (NMSP) and a network of nonprofit 
organizations, is offering a series of programs and 
activities at its oceanfront properties as part of the 
hotels’ ongoing commitment to the local environment. 
Most are free to hotel guests.  

"We regularly support many environmental 
education programs, but are especially pleased to be a 
part of the Year of the Coral Reef as it coincides with a 
major transformation of our Outrigger Reef hotel in 
which Hawaii’s ocean and voyaging history plays a 
large part," said Kimberly Agas, Outrigger’s vice 
president of operations. 

Upcoming Year of the Coral Reef activities include: 

 

Bishop Museum Lectures Series 
April 10, May 8 and June 12, 6 p.m. 

Bishop Museum, Oahu 

In conjunction with Bishop Museum’s new exhibit 
"Whales – Wonders of the Ocean," museum experts 
present a series of lectures on coral reef ecology. Free. 
Information: www.bishopmuseum.org  

 

Outrigger Reef Builders 
Wednesdays, June 25 through July 16, 10 a.m. to 

12 noon Outrigger Reef on the Beach, Oahu Children 
of all ages are invited to join Outrigger and NOAA to 
build a coral exhibit and make sea stars, butterfly and 
tang fish to take home. Free. Information: Luana 
Maitland, Outrigger Reef on the Beach, 808-924-6007. 

 

Dr. Sylvia Earle 
July 29, 2008 

Outrigger Reef on the Beach, Oahu 

World-renowned marine biologist Dr. Sylvia Earle 
will give a special presentation. Free and open to the 

public. Information: Luana Maitland, Outrigger Reef 
on the Beach, 808-924-6007. 

 

IMAX Coral Reef Adventure 
Throughout 2008 

Polynesian Cultural Center, Oahu 

This dramatic film on a giant screen measuring 65 
feet high by 93 feet wide highlights the beauty, 
diversity and the importance of maintaining healthy 
coral reefs throughout the Pacific. Shown five times 
daily (one show in Japanese), the film follows the real-
life expedition of underwater filmmakers Howard and 
Michele Hall as they explore unique locations in Fiji, 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, Lizard Island National 
Park, Tahiti, and the coral atoll lagoon of Rangiroa, 
French Polynesia. Admission fee. Information: 
www.polynesia.com  

 

Island Explorer Kit 
Family travelers can also receive Outrigger’s free 

Island Explorer Kit, a colorful backpack about 
Hawaii’s natural environment containing a new coral 
reef coloring book, pen, binoculars and sunglasses. 
Originally developed in partnership with Jean Michel 
Cousteau’s Ocean Futures Society, this educational 
kit is given free to children ages five to 10 years old 
staying three or more nights at the Outrigger Waikiki 
on the Beach, Outrigger Reef on the Beach, Keauhou 
Beach Resort hotels and all Outrigger condominium 
resorts in Hawaii.  

 

One Ocean CD 
Currently under development by two-time 

Grammy Award winner Daniel Ho is a new musical CD 
entitled "One Ocean." Featuring music by noted 
Hawaiian musicians including Ho, Tia Carrera, 
Kawika Kahiapo and Pali Kaaihue, the compilation is 
being supported by Outrigger and the National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation, with proceeds benefiting 
student education. CDs are expected to be available 
beginning in Summer 2008. 

 

 

Proper etiquette for coral reefs,  
and other great things you can learn on vacation 

http://www.bishopmuseum.org
http://www.polynesia.com
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The Waikiki Aquarium has announced free 
admission to the public on Saturday, April 12, 2008 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. as part of its Earth Month 
and International Year of the Reef (IYOR) celebrations. 
The Aquarium will also host the 1st Annual Mauka to 
Makai Environmental Expo from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
Expo will showcase efforts of city, state and federal 
agencies to preserve and protect Hawaii’s environment 
with an emphasis on the Islands’ unique water 
resources from mauka to makai. Family-friendly and 
hands-on educational displays, Ocean Network 
presentations and the Aquarium’s marine 
conservation efforts will highlight the day. The public 
is also invited to cheer on the release of hatchery-
raised Pacific threadfin (moi) in the waters behind the 
Aquarium within the Waikiki Marine Life Conservation 
District. 

The health of Hawaii’s waters has a direct impact 
on the health of Hawaii’s reefs and reef life, and the 
Waikiki Aquarium is internationally recognized as a 
leader in the protection, preservation and propagation 
of coral reefs across the tropical Pacific. The Aquarium 
has maintained colonies of living corals since 1978 
and now has the oldest and perhaps largest collection 
of living corals in the United States. The corals in their 

colorful 250-gallon and 1,500-gallon exhibit tanks 
come from throughout the South Pacific. An important 
part of the Aquarium’s work has been to help reduce 
collection of corals from the wild. Since 1991, the 
Aquarium has shipped out more than 5,000 pieces of 
coral to other public aquariums and researchers 
around the world. 

For more information about free admission to the 
Aquarium on April 12, the Environmental Expo or how 
to become more involved in Earth Month and IYOR 
activities, please call 440-9008. 

 

Waikiki Aquarium celebrates  
Earth Month and International Year of the Reef  

with free admission on Saturday, April 12 
Environmental expo and moi release included in festivities 

Why stay anywhere but The Wyland Waikiki on 
Oahu when valet parking is now FREE for kama‘aina 
guests of the hotel. The art-inspired property, located 
in the heart of Waikiki, is offering a Special Kama‘aina 
Rate starting at $149 a night and includes free 
parking through December 21, 2008.   

The Wyland Waikiki is already one of the best 
values for kama‘aina looking to stay in the heart of 
Hawaii’s most well-known resort destination. The new 
kama‘aina parking special makes that value even 
better. The property’s location on Kuhio Avenue puts 
guests within proximity of Honolulu’s best activities 
and attractions. A gathering place for locals and 
visitors alike, Waikiki’s ongoing transformation is 
bringing new shops, restaurants, nightlife, and 
entertainment to the area. 

“We are pleased to offer our kama‘aina guests this 
special rate which represents a savings of $25 per 
day,” said Robin Graf, general manager of the Wyland 
Waikiki. “Parking in Waikiki is a premium, so we hope 
our guests will find this a good reason to stay with us 
while vacationing on Oahu or visiting family and 
friends.” 

The $149 rates (exclusive of tax) is per room, per 
night, based on single/double occupancy and is 
subject to change based on availability.  Hawaii 
identification is required upon check-in.  

For reservations or more information, call The 
Wyland Waikiki at 866-346-4679 or visit 
www.wylandwaikiki.com.   

 

Kama‘aina guests park for FREE at The Wyland Waikiki  
Offer good through December 21, 2008  

http://www.wylandwaikiki.com
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The Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & 
Spa’s increased commitment to island music 
continues through the month of April with 
acclaimed music groups Beach 5, Piranha Brothers, 
Wasabi, Typical Hawaiians and Na Kama joining 
the incomparable Olomana.  Each evening, there 
are at least three different venues with live music at 
the Village, making it a location that features the 
most live music in Waikiki. 

 Olomana, featuring the legendary Jerry 
Santos, enters its second month at the Tapa Bar on 
Friday evenings at 8 p.m.  Olomana’s timeless 
music is a weekend staple at the Village.  The group 
takes the stage just as the hotel’s popular fireworks 
extravaganza begins over Waikiki Beach. 

 Typical Hawaiians plays each Tuesday at 
the Topics Bar between 4:30 and 7:30 p.m.  Typical 
Hawaiians’ Bruce Zulueta, Tazra Vegas, and 
Thomson Enos have an electrifying style offering 
contemporary Hawaiian music and island reggae 
with a fresh new sound.  Their previous albums “In 
a Positive Vibrations” and “Keep It Together” have 
topped island charts and won the Na Hoku 
Hanohano award for “Reggae Album of the Year.” 

 Na Hoku Hanohano award-winning Na 
Kama plays at the Tapa Bar each Wednesday 
between 8 and 11 p.m.  Brian Mersberg, Danny 
Naipo and Eric Lee comprise the trio, which has 

been recognized for use of the Hawaiian language in 
Mersberg and Lee’s first album, “Ke Ala Hou.”    

In addition to the entertainment, throughout 
the month of April, the Tropics, Tapa and Shell bars 
at the Hilton Hawaiian Village are doing a 
promotion with Kona Longboard Lager.  During the 
month, the lager in a Big Kahuna souvenir glass is 
$12 with refills for $7.  And for guests who like the 
lager, there’s a bonus.  From April 11-18, each 
purchase of the lager gets you a stamp on a stamp 
card.  Once the card is filled with six stamps, it can 
be turned in as an entry into a drawing with the 
grand prize being two tickets to the sold-out Kokua 
Festival featuring Jack Johnson and Dave 
Matthews on Saturday, April 19.  The drawing will 
be held at the Tapa Bar at 5 p.m. on Friday, April 
18.  Guests who don’t purchase beer are also 
entitled to enter the drawing.  Simply ask a 
bartender and you’ll be given a stamp card to enter 
the drawing.   

A complete calendar of the Village’s April 
entertainment can be found at 
http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/activities/d
ocuments/CALENAPR08.pdf. 

Through April, the Village is offering a 
kama‘aina room rates beginning at just $149 per 
night for Sunday through Thursday night stays, 
and from $165 per night for Friday and Saturday 
evening stays.  Blackout dates do apply and proof 
of Hawaii residency is required.  To make 
kama‘aina reservations, call the resort at (808) 949-
4321, and ask for rate code “P3.”  

Hilton Hawaiian Village announces April entertainment lineup  
“Home of Hawaii’s music” heats up with “Big Kahuna”  

Kona Lager promotion and drawing for Kokua Festival tickets   

Wasabi 

http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/activities/d


 

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts. “With yatt’it, we are 
continuing that tradition by providing a community 
that offers the most relevant and authentic first-hand 
travel information from seasoned travelers and expert 
Hyatt concierges. This advice, coupled with our 
partnerships with Frommers.com and FlightStats.com, 
promises to make yatt’it a credible and trustworthy 
online resource for all travelers.” 

For destination research and at-a-glance 
overviews, Frommers.com provides direct links to its 
Fast Facts pages, along with entry-requirement 
information to assist first-time visitors. “We are 
excited to expand our long-standing relationship with 
Hyatt and provide trusted travel advice to yatt’it,” said 
Craig Schickler, director, e-business development, 
Wiley Publishing. “We are pleased that Frommer’s was 
chosen as an expert resource for travel tips for this 
innovative new site. Frommer’s has created original 
content specifically for yatt’it based on its unique 
needs to ensure a great experience and high quality 
content for all of its members.” 

A partnership with FlightStats.com offers real-time 
airport updates to help fliers avoid unpleasant 
surprises at the airport. From the yatt’it site, travelers 
can check essential information such as arrival and 
departure times for all airlines, estimated wait times 
for security checks at any airport, and weather or local 
transportation delays. yatt’it also offers users a mobile 
download feature at mobile.yattit.com, accessible 
anytime and anywhere in the world for travelers on 
the go.  

"The partnership between 
yatt’it and FlightStats greatly 
improves the quality of travel 
for Hyatt guests by providing 
valuable information and 
timely data,” says Meara 
McLaughlin, Conducive 
Technology's VP of Marketing. 
"Hyatt's commitment to 
service makes the company 
an ideal partner for 
FlightStats, and we look 
forward to working with them 
on this innovative new 
project." 
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yattit.com, the new online travel community from 
Hyatt Hotels & Resorts, offers travelers an essential 
combination of candid, fellow-traveler advice, lively 
discussion forums and direct-booking options, but 
with a unique advantage – credibility. Designed for 
members of the Hyatt Gold Passport loyalty program, 
but rich in benefits for all travelers, yatt’it is the first 
travel site to offer expert insight and tips from Hyatt 
concierges in over 40 destinations around the world 
along with advice from confirmed frequent travelers. 
One of the featured concierges will be Destiny Holland 
from Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa.  In 
addition, partnerships with well-trusted sources like 
Frommers.com and FlightStats.com will quickly 
establish yatt’it as the best online forum for worldwide 
travel tips. 

“We are very excited that Destiny Holland will be 
featured on yatt’it as an authentic Hawaii travel 
expert,” said David Lewin, general manager, Hyatt 
Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa.  “We feel that travelers 
from around the world will benefit from her guidance 
before planning a trip to O’ahu.” 

Only Hyatt Gold Passport members can create 
profiles, post advice and book travel through yatt’it, 
but all travelers will benefit from the site’s extensive 
content, knowing that all advice has been provided by 
confirmed, well-seasoned business and leisure 
travelers in a forum open to honest comments and 
ratings.  

“Hyatt has always made its guests’ needs a 
priority,” said Tom O’Toole, Chief Marketing Officer for 

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts launches  
new online travel community with yattit.com 

Destiny Holland from Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa featured as yatt’it expert 



 

Page 8 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 8 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

Linda C. Miki, AIA, takes the helm as 
president and chief operating officer of 
Group 70 International, a full service 
sustainable development, architecture, 
planning and environmental services, 
interior design and assets 
management firm which was recently 
ranked number one in Hawaii’s Pacific 
Business News list of architectural 
firms. 

Miki hit the ground running January 1, 2008 
creating new business models and forming alliance 
partnerships, both locally and abroad taking 
sustainable design to the next level utilizing 
technology to monitor energy efficiency and ecological 
treatment systems good for the environment, 
communities and business.  Miki is also overseeing 
the company’s 5,825 sq.ft. office expansion, which 
includes Group 70’s cutting edge Sustainable Design 
Resource Center. 

“This will be an especially exciting year, 
particularly in the areas of sustainable development 
and assets management, as Group 70 is developing 
holistic sustainable communities which incorporate 
infrastructure solutions that go beyond ‘green’ 
buildings.  This approach incorporates all of our 
services, from planning and environmental services, to 
the architecture and interior design, to the ongoing 
assets management after the utilities and structures 
are complete,” said Miki.  “I am blessed to have the 
support of Group 70’s talented professionals, my 
loving husband Greg, our two joyful girls, my family 
and friends.  God’s provided outstanding mentors like 
Francis Oda (CEO), Norman Hong (Executive Vice 
Chair), Sheryl Seaman (Executive Vice Chair) and 
James Nishimoto (past President) who have paved the 
way and continue to stretch us to reach even higher.” 

“Linda is an outstanding woman who has made 
significant achievements in her young career,” said 
Group 70 chairman and chief executive officer Francis 
Oda, Arch.D., FAIA, AICP.  “Linda is a credit to our 
island community and a born leader who has the 
knowledge and confidence to build upon Group 70’s 
position as an innovative leader here in Hawai‘i and 
throughout the world.” 

Formerly Group 70’s executive vice president, Miki 
first joined the firm in 1989 and in seven years 
became the youngest Principal in the firm’s history.  
She will continue to be the Principal-in-Charge of 
computer operations and the Computer Aided Assets 
Management Division. 

Linda’s current projects include the Princeville St. 
Regis Hotel’s transformation with a new spa, and golf 
and fitness clubhouse at Princeville, the Hilton Grand 
Waikikian Tower, miscellaneous Hilton Lagoon Tower 
renovations, the new Lagoon restaurant, a full 
renovation for an expanded 16,000 sq. ft. restaurant, 
the American Express sales center at the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village, a new Kapolei office building, and 
continued work with the Department of 
Transportation airports division. 

In addition to her prominent role at Group 70, 
Miki is a community leader.  Miki was recently elected 
as one the directors of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) Honolulu Chapter.  In addition to her 
current role as board director for Laulima Ministries 
International, she is also part of the leadership in her 
church Living Streams Christian Fellowship.   

 

Linda C. Miki becomes president  
of Group 70 International, Inc. 

"Did you know that Waikīkī is a hot spot 
for hungry people in Waikiki?  Children and 
senior citizens in Waikīkī make up a 
large share of Waikīkī's hungry residents and 
we need your help in collecting 5,000 cans of 
food during our Waikīkī food drive from April 
25 through May 5.   

All canned food will be donated to the 
Hawaii Foodbank and the Waikiki 
Community Center. If you are interested in 
being a collection point for the food drive, 
please contact Polly Kauahi at 836-3600  ext. 
226 or polly@hawaiifoodbank.org .  

Collection locations confirmed are Waikiki 
Beach Walk (next to the Waikiki Business 
Improvement District kiosk near Mondo 
Gelato) and OHANA East Hotel (Drop off at 
Bell desk or Lobby level), International 
Marketplace (at the Food Court Stage).   
Businesses and employees may donate 
canned food such as SPAM, canned meats, 
soups, canned fruits and vegetables.   

Please contact Barbara Campbell at 921-
6679 or Polly Kauahi at 836-3600 ext. 226 for 
more information. 

  

Waikiki food drive,  
April 25-May 5 

mailto:polly@hawaiifoodbank.org
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

 

For the months of April: 
Mondays:  No show 

Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Friday, April 4:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai Ka 
Lani 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

Saturday, April 5:  Coleen Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Sunday, April 6:  Colsen Kanei and Halau 
Kawaianuhealehua 

Friday, April 11:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani  

Saturday, April 12:  Coleen Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Sunday, April 13:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Friday, April 18:  Michael & James Dela Cruz and 
Hula Halau O Na 'Opio Me Na Kupuna O Ko'olau  

Saturday, April 19:  Lilinoe Lindsey and Ka Pa Nani O 
Lilinoe 

Sunday, April 20:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke Kia'i 
A O Hula 

Friday, April 25:  Moana Chang and the Aloha Boat 
Days Show 

Saturday, April 26:  Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 



Waikiki Beach Clean-up! 
 

April 12, 2008 (Earth Day) 

Please join the Waikiki Ohana Workforce of the Waikiki Improvement Association for a 
Waikiki Beach Clean-up on Saturday,  April 12, 2008 , from 7:00AM to 9:00AM. 

 
 7:00 am:  Meet at the Duke Kahanamoku Statue in Kuhio Beach Park for a briefing. 

 (Transportation will be provided to other clean-up areas.)   
 

 9:00 am:  Ends back at Kuhio Beach Park. 
 

• Wear a company t-shirt and have a photo taken! 
• All are welcome! 
• RSVP 923-1094 ext. 6. 

Waikiki Ohana Workforce 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 
E-mail: mail@waikikiimprovement.com 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Waikiki Improvement Association 

Our valuable sponsors:  ABC Stores, C&C Lifeguards, Crazy Shirts, DFS Hawaii,  
E Noa Corporation, HPD-D6, Halekulani, Hawaiian Building Maintenance, Hilton Hawaiian Village, Hyatt 
Regency Waikiki, International Market Place, LVMH Fashion Group Hawaii, Pacific Beach Hotel, Roberts 
Hawaii, Sheraton Princess Ka‘iulani, Superstar Transportation, Tiffany & Co., Waikiki Beach Activities Inc., 

Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort, Waikiki Trade Center.  

mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

April 20, 2008 Sunday 
8:00AM Starts 
10:00AM Ends  

HONOLULU AIDS WALK FOR LIFE sponsored by Life Foundation. The event 
is expected to have 2,000 participants. It will start at Kapiolani Park Band 
Stand, to Kalakaua Ave.,  to jogging path and cross to the mauka side., to 
Paki Ave. jogging/bike path,  to Kapahulu Ave., to Kalakaua Ave.,  to end at 
Honolulu Marathon Finish line.  Contact:  Kandice Johns 521-2437, Ext. 250  
Fax:  521-1279, E-mail:  kandice@lifefoundation.org For more info, visit their 
website: http://www.honoluluaidswalk.org/  

April 26, 2008 Saturday 
7:30AM Starts 
12Noon Ends  

WALKAMERICA sponsored by March of Dimes Hawaii. The event is expected 
to have 1,000 runners/walkers.  It will start at Queen Kapiolani Park 
Bandstand, to Kalakaua Ave.,  to Ala Moana Blvd., to Atkinson entrance, Ala 
Moana Park, to Ala Moana Park Beach Rd., to circle Magic Island, to Ala 
Moana Beach Rd., to Atkinson entrance, Ala Moana Park, to Ala Moana Blvd., 
to Kalakaua Ave., to end at Queen Kapiolani Park Bandstand.  One (1) lane 
will be closed: 1) makai side, Ala Moana Blvd., from Atkinson to Kalakaua 
Ave., 2) Kalakaua Ave., makai side, Ala Moana Blvd. to Monsarrat Ave.  
Contact: Al Streck 973-2155, Email: astreck@marchofdimes.com For more 
info, check out their website: www.marchofdimes.com/hawaii   

May 3, 2008 Saturday 
4:00PM Starts 
11:00PM Ends  

WAIKIKI SPAM JAM STREET FESTIVAL sponsored by SJ Foundation.  The 
event is expected to have 8,000+ participants.  Traffic will be diverted starting 
2 pm for setup. The event will close Kalakaua Avenue, all traffic 
lanes/sidewalk areas, from Seaside Ave. to Kaiulani Avenue. Contact:  Karen 
Winpenny 255-5927, E-mail:  kwinpenny@hawaii.rr.com    

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:kandice@lifefoundation.org
http://www.honoluluaidswalk.org
mailto:astreck@marchofdimes.com
http://www.marchofdimes.com/hawaii
mailto:kwinpenny@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
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