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WestJet Adding More Flights to Hawai‘i 
 
Canadian air carrier, WestJet, is planning to add more seasonal service to Hawai‘i starting in mid-November.   
 
In Waikīkī to make the announcement, WestJet CEO Seam Durfy said that flights to Honolulu, Kona and Kahului 
will start on November 15 and he hopes to have as many as 23 weekly flights by mid-December. 
 
Currently, WestJet operates about 18 flights a week to the islands and news of the expanded service comes at a 
time when air capacity from other North American cities is down due to fuel costs and the economy. 
 
The news of the added service is great for Waikīkī, and Hawai‘i, as Canadians make up the third largest travel 
market segment.  And, with the strength of the Canadian dollar holding, visitor arrivals are expected to remain 
strong throughout the winter. 
 
The average length of stay for a Canadian visitor is usually nearly 13 days – far longer than their American or 
Japanese counterparts.  
 
“At the press conference on Wednesday, CEO Durfy mentioned that the 23 flights a week represent over 3,500 
additional visitors - which is great news amidst all of the current economic difficulties,” commented Rick Egged, 
WIA President. 
 
WestJet fast facts: 
 

• WestJet is Canada’s leading high-value, low-fare 
airline, offering scheduled service to 51 destinations in 
Canada and beyond 

• WestJet was the first airline in North America to launch 
the electronic boarding pass 

• Since 2001, WestJet has spent over $2 billion 
upgrading its fleet to the more fuel-efficient Boeing 
Next-Generation 737 series 

• They are one of the most profitable airlines in North 
America 

• WestJet employs over 7,300 WestJetters 
• Approximately 84% of eligible WestJetters own shares in the company though the employee share  
 purchase plan 



 

Page 2, October 23—29, 2008 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 2 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

“Park It At The Parc” 
Halloween 2008 

 
Waikiki Parc Hotel Offers Special $125 
Rate Halloween Weekend, Oct 30–Nov 2 

 
Waikiki Parc Hotel, the chicest boutique address on 
Oahu, offers unbeatable access to the Waikiki’s 
hottest happenings. This Halloween weekend, 
Thursday, October 30, through Sunday, November 2, 
2008, park it safely and conveniently at the Waikiki 
Parc Hotel with a spooktacular kama`aina  room rate 
of $125 per night including complimentary parking, 
that’s right FREE PARKING IN WAIKIKI!!! The best of 
this dynamic beachfront city is just steps away from 
the Parc, including Halloween hot spots such as 
Halekulani’s Lewers Lounge, The Lounge at Nobu, 
Level 4 and Yard House, among countless others.  
 
About ‘PARK IT AT THE PARC’ RATE: 
“Park it at the Parc” is based on single or double 
occupancy. Additional guests are $65 per person, per 
night with a four person maximum per room.  Rate 
cannot be combined with any other Parc promotion 
and is subject to availability, tax and gratuities not 
included. This exclusive Halloween weekend rate of 
$125 is valid from Thursday, October 30, 2008 
through Sunday, November 2, 2008. 
 
Accessibility, Value, Chic Design and Service, welcome 
to Waikiki Parc Hotel. Offering biweekly wine mixers 
called CITYSCAPE, the exclusive LOTUS EXPERIENCE 
with custom GPS island tours, PARC ACCESS to 
Honolulu’s elite arts and cultural destinations, PARC 
SURF, in-room amenities such as PARC CHIC WINES 
and the MAILE / LAVENDER body collection, 
SIGNING PRIVILEGES at Halekulani restaurants and 
spa, and the island’s hottest Japanese restaurant, 
NOBU WAIKIKI - guests of the Parc are immersed in 
an exotic and sensual urban-tropical escape resulting 
in a memorable experience that is nothing short of 
paradise with an edge. 

Eco-tour options from Star of 
Honolulu Cruises & Events 

 
Happy 1st Birthday Hoku Nai'a! 
It's been an incredible first year of near 100% dolphin 
sightings and rave reviews for the Hoku Nai'a's "Wild 
Dolphin Watch & Lunch Cruise."  Guests of all ages 
continue to enjoy this eco-tour on the remote West 
coast of Oahu, with crew of Certified Naturalists, dol-
phin narration, video presentation, keiki program and 
Dolphin Guarantee year-round!  Plus, freshly grilled 
create-your-own gourmet burger and all-you-can-
drink fruit punch for lunch.  
 
Whale Season Right Around The Corner 
For the most complete whale watch experience, board 
the Star of Honolulu's 2.5-hour "Premier Whale Watch 
Cruise," offered daily from December 15, 2008 thru 
April 30, 2009.  With the STAR's four panoramic 
decks, 60' high observation sun deck and watts-type 
stabilizers, guests enjoy the most outdoor deck space 
and the best seat at sea for viewing Humpback 
whales.  Plus, educational and fun whale activities 
with the crew of Certified Naturalists and bonus Ha-
waiian cultural activities.  Whale sightings are guaran-
teed or receive a free return cruise ticket until a whale 
is spotted (meal and transportation optional). 
 
Did You Know...  Star of Honolulu Cruises & Events 
offers FREE educational cruises to Hawaii's public 
school keiki, grades 2-5?  Qualifying student groups 
may choose from the Wild Dolphin Watch or the Ha-
waiian Cultural Cruise with hands-on cultural activi-
ties including lei-making, ukulele  

Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire - Newsletter Deadline 
 
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted for the weekly Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire should be received no later than 
10 am Wednesday for newsletters published and distributed the same evening. 
 
Information received after the deadline will be considered for inclusion in the following issue. 
 
Photos which accompany stories are always welcome and, for best results, should be attached to the email 
as a separate jpeg - maximum 1 MB please.  
 
Your kokua is appreciated. Mahalo. 
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Halekulani Names Vikram Garg New Executive Chef  
 
Halekulani, world-renowned for its culinary excellence, innovation and quality, is pleased to announce the 
appointment of celebrated chef, Vikram Garg as its new Executive Chef. The 455-room luxury hotel features 
award-winning La Mer, Orchids, House Without a Key, The Veranda, and Lewers Lounge, each boasting distinctive 
cuisine, providing a spectrum of tastes and dining experiences. In addition, Halekulani’s banquets and exquisite 
24-hour in-room dining will be under the culinary guidance of Chef Vikram Garg.   
 
Classically trained in French, Mediterranean and Southeast Asian cuisine, Vikram uses only the finest natural 
and local ingredients together with homemade Indian spice rubs and mixes to demonstrate his bold culinary 
vision and passion for international cuisine. From India’s five-star hotels, restaurants and palaces to Rosewood’s 
Little Dix Bay in the British Virgin Islands, and now, the dining destination of the Pacific, Hawaii, Vikram will 
plate the world’s finest fare at Halekulani. 
 
“Halekulani Executive Chef, Vikram Garg, lives with the passion of a connoisseur and the creativity of a world-
class chef. We are thrilled to have his enthusiasm and expertise join the talents of Darryl Fujita, Chef de Cuisine 
of Orchids and Michelin-starred Yves Garnier, Chef de Cuisine of Hawaii’s only AAA Five Diamond Restaurant La 
Mer. Collectively these talented chefs will set yet another new standard for extraordinary dining in the heart of 
Waikiki,” said Gerald Glennon, General Manager of Halekulani. 
 
Chef Vikram Garg 
A graduate of Delhi’s Oberoi School of Hotel Management and a recipient 
of a postgraduate degree at the Oberoi Center for Learning and 
Development, Vikram Garg has honed his culinary skills at some of 
India’s top five-star hotels and restaurants including, Bay Island in Port 
Blair, Oberoi Hotel in Mumbai (Bombay) and New Delhi, as well as the 
Metropolitan Palace Hotel in Dubai. In 2000, Vikram served as the 
Executive Sous Chef at Rosewood’s Little Dix Bay in the British Virgin 
Islands. In the next phase of Vikram’s career he returned to India to 
oversee the kitchen at Leela Kempinski Palace, a five-star resort in 
Bangalore. During this time he contributed to the Asian Menu Planner 
cookbook, which focuses on delicious meal recommendations for all 
occasions featuring subtle Southeast Asian & Indian delicacies This 
experience proved to be the perfect precursor to his time at ‘indebleu’, 
Washington DC.. Chef infused his passion for food and a respect for the 
flavors of his native India. 
 
In his kitchen, Vikram prides himself on preparing everything from 
scratch, using natural and organic ingredients as often as possible. The 
Indian spice rubs and mixes he uses are all made in-house of spices 
imported from India in their raw form. Vikram then toasts, roasts, dries, 
grinds and mixes the ingredients himself.  Chef Vikram Garg incorporates 
his culinary training in classical French, Mediterranean and Southeast 
Asian cuisine into his own technique of ‘infusion’ with Indian flavors, 
which stimulates all four taste sensations: sweet, salty, sour and bitter…
with a hint of spiciness. His careful and creative flair creates a cuisine of great flavor and finesse. His dishes are 
designed to excite the palate and take the guests on an adventurous culinary journey. 
 
When Chef Vikram Garg has any down time, he enjoys spending time with his wife Abhilasha and two daughters 
Iya Akanke, Veda Asmi, and cooking for his friends. 
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Rose Kemna and Leonor Wong appointed to newly-created positions  
at Aqua Hotels 

 
Aqua Hotels & Resorts announced the appointments of Rose Kemna and Leonor Wong to newly-created positions 
of Director of Sales and Director of Guest Relations, respectively. 
 
Rose Kemna 
As Director of Sales, Kemna is responsible for overseeing daily revenue 
generation for Park Shore Waikiki.  In addition, she also oversees Retail Market 
Segments including Corporate, Government, Military, Kamaaina, Travel 
Agent, Consortia and Niche markets for all 12 Aqua Hotels.   
 
Kemna has 18 years of Hawaii travel industry experience and was most 
recently at The Kahala Hotel & Resort where she was Senior Sales Manager 
responsible for generating revenue in group sales including meetings and 
incentives.  Prior to The Kahala, Rose was Sales Manager at ResortQuest 
Hawaii, generating revenue for over thirty hotel and condominium resorts 
throughout Hawaii from Kamaaina, Military, Travel Agent and Niche markets.  
 
”We are thrilled to have someone with Rose’s background and experience join 
the Aqua ‘Ohana,” said Elizabeth Churchill, Aqua’s VP Sales & Marketing. 
 
Currently, Kemna is located at Aqua’s home office but will transition to Park 
Shore Waikiki prior to the start of their 2009 renovation program. 
 
Kemna is a graduate of the University of Hawai‘i, School of Travel Industry 
Management. 
 
Leonor Wong 
Recently promoted to the newly-created Director of Guest Relations position, 
Wong is tasked with championing Aqua’s guest relations initiatives and 
increasing service standards at all 12 Aqua hotels in Waikiki. 
                                                                                         
“Wong played a key role in helping Aqua achieve top ten status on 
TripAdvisor,” remarked Guy Underkoffler, Aqua’s Senior Vice President.  “Her 
excellent operations and interpersonal skills will be utilized to improve the 
breakfast service, manager’s reception and overall first impression of the 
recently-renovated Aqua Bamboo & Spa, followed by Park Shore Waikiki.” 
 
Wong has 18 years of experience in hotel engineering and housekeeping 
management which resulted in her ability to manage and execute projects 
effectively and efficiently as well as maintain the property to the highest level 
expected.  Most recently, Wong was Executive Housekeeper for Aqua Ocean 
Tower/Hotel Renew.  She was also Assistant Executive Housekeeper/
Inspector for Royal Garden Hotel and a member of the Engineering 
department at Waikiki Beachcomber Hotel.   
 
Wong was educated at the University of Northern Philippines and received 
several certificates in housekeeping and operational problem solving. 
 
Her office is located at the Park Shore Waikiki. 
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Outrigger’s Robert McConnell Appointed Governor for  
Best Western International in Hawaii 

 
Robert McConnell, general manager of the OHANA Honolulu Airport Hotel and 
Best Western The Plaza Hotel, has been appointed Best Western Governor 
for the state of Hawaii.  In addition to his duties with the two Outrigger 
managed hotels, he is now also responsible for liaising with Best Western 
International’s board of directors and the membership within Hawaii.   
 
As a Governor, Mr. McConnell must maintain high standards in all 
categories of the hotel chain and must attend meetings including district 
and annual international convention.  Best Western has five properties 
located throughout Hawaii including Best Western The Plaza Hotel, 
Honolulu; Best Western Coconut Waikiki Hotel, Waikiki; Best Western 
Plantation Hale Suites, Kauai; Best Western Maui Oceanfront Inn, Maui; 
and Best Western Pioneer Inn, Maui. 
 
Robert McConnell is a hotel veteran with over 25 years in the industry. 
With Outrigger, he has worked in a succession of management positions at 
various Outrigger properties in Hawaii, Fiji, the Marshall Islands and Palau.  
Mr. McConnell is a Certified Rooms Division Executive and a Certified Hotel 
Administrator through the Educational Institute of the American Hotel and 
Motel Association.  He is also an active member of various internal 
Outrigger organizations, including chair for Outrigger Hotels & Resort’s 
Political Action Committee and committee member for the annual Visitor 
Industry’s Charity Walk. 

 

 

Now until - November 6 
Honolulu Hale, Third Floor, 530 South King St. 

  
     This exhibit provides a tantalizing glimpse into an unforgettable by-gone era, so prepare yourself to walk 
through memory lane – to an enchanting time known as Hawai`i's Golden Age – with the renowned Kent Ghirard 
and The Hula Nani Girls, Hawaii's premiere hula troupe of the 1950's !   
  
    The Hula Nani Girls' fascinating history is captured through photographic works from Kent Ghirard's private 
collection.  Don't miss a chance to see the first-ever public showing of these historical works.  

  
For more information call the Hula Preservation Society at 247-9440. 

 



 

Sunday Showcase at Waikiki Beach Walk® Continues with Great Line-Up 
of Island Talent  

 
Waikiki Beach Walk’s popular “Sunday Showcase” music series continues in September and October with a line 
up of some of Hawaii’s top island performers. The free weekly program takes place every Sunday afternoon, from 5 
p.m. to 6 p.m., on the Plaza Stage at Waikiki Beach Walk, located at 226 Lewers Street. 
 
October 26 –Simplisity (Contemporary R&B) 
A Hawaii favorite, this popular group has been together for over a decade and has released many albums over the 
years, including, Pure Jawaiian and Island Classics. They’ve taken the stage with many of Hawaii’s top performers 
and headline this performance with a range of island contemporary sounds to smooth island reggae. These 
talented performers have been a staple at both local concerts and private parties and offer a little something for 
audiences of all ages.  
 
Valet parking for up to four hours is available for $6.00 at the Embassy Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk 
(201 Beachwalk) and the Wyndham Vacation Ownership-Waikiki Beach Walk (227 Lewers Street), with any same-
day purchase from any Waikiki Beach Walk merchant.   
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Jimmy Borges, Gabe Baltazar, and Betty Loo Taylor to Headline 
Outrigger’s Na Mele No Na Pua October Concert at Waikiki Beach Walk® 

 
The venerable vocal jazz performer Jimmy Borges is being joined by his esteemed friends and fellow award-
winning musicians Gabe Baltazar  and Betty Loo Taylor at Outrigger Enterprises Groups' next Na Mele No Na Pua 
free concert on Sunday, October 26, from 4:00 to 5:30 pm, on stage at the Embassy Suites®-Waikiki Beach Walk® 

Grand Lanai. 
 
Jimmy Borges is one of Hawaii’s most iconic performers with a musical career that has 
spanned 50 years. Whether it’s jazz, Broadway, well known classics or 
contemporary tunes – Borges does it all with style and finesse.  
 
Na Hoku Hanohano Award winner Gabriel “Gabe” Baltazar Jr. is 
recognized as one of the world's great alto saxophone players.  His 
recorded version of "Stairway to the Stars" is considered by many critics 
to be the definitive interpretation of that jazz standard.  
 
Betty Loo Taylor, notable pianist and jazz musician, became a piano 
prodigy at the tender age of three.  Betty Lou Taylor’s life story was 
featured in a short film documentary entitled “They Call Her Lady 
Fingers,” which won the Blockbuster Video Audience Award for Best 
Documentary in the 2003 Hawaii International Film Festival.  In June of this year, she 
received a Na Hoku Hanohano Award for Jazz Album of the year for “For All We Know,” a 
special collaboration with one of Hawaii’s distinguished singers Joy Abbott.  
 
Outrigger’s Na Mele No Na Pua signature concert series is held bi-monthly on the final Sunday 
of the scheduled month. Each concert is held from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. on the Grand Lanai of 
the Embassy Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk hotel. Since its inception, some of Hawaii’s most 

prominent and legendary entertains have taken the Na Mele No Na Pua stage, including Eddie Kamae, the late 
Aunty Genoa Keawe, Ledward Kaapana, Jerry Santos of Olomana and Willie K.  
 
Concerts are free and open to the public while seating allows. Elevator access to the Grand Lanai is located on 
Lewers Street ground level. $6.00 valet parking for up to four hours is available to concert-goers at the Embassy 
Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk (201 Beachwalk) and the Wyndham Vacation Ownership-Waikiki Beach Walk (227 
Lewers Street), with any same-day purchase from any Waikiki Beach Walk merchant 
 

 

 

 



 

Kama’aina and Visitors Encouraged to Participate in  
American Heart Association’s “Friends and Family  

CPR Anytime Program” 
 
Sheraton Waikiki and the American Heart Association will partner to offer free CPR classes on Tuesday,  
Oct. 21 at the Molokai Ballroom.  Four sessions will be offered at different times throughout the day:  
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.   
 
Guests and local residents are invited to participate in the “Friends and Family CPR Anytime Program” 
taught by certified instructors.  This educational session will include a basic orientation to CPR and the 
Chain of Survival, and a discussion on potential life-saving tips to recognizing cardiac arrests and other 
emergencies.   
 
Acknowledging a need to share potentially life-saving information to the public, Sheraton Waikiki General 
Manager Kelly Sanders said, “Sheraton Waikiki is sponsoring these classes free of charge so that we may 
help people who may face emergency situations that may arise whether they are on vacation or in everyday 
situations.”   
 
Reservations are not necessary to participate in the classes.  Persons interested in more information may 
contact Karen Nishizawa at 808-922-4422.     
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.  
 
These are outdoor performances with seating on the 
grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras are 
welcome.   

 
Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 
 
For October  
 

Mondays:  No show 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 
 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Friday, Oct 24 – Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani 
 
Saturday, Oct 25 – Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 
 
Sunday, Oct 26 – Momi Cruz-Losano & Halau Hula 
Namakahonuakapiliwale 



 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

October 26, 2008 Sunday 
5:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends 

NIKETOWN 30K RACE sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific Roadrunners 
Club/Niketown. The event is expected to have 800 runners. It will start at Kalākaua  
Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Diamond Hd Rd., to 18th Ave., to Kilauea 
Ave., to Waialae Ave., to Kalanianaole Hwy.,  turnaround at Keahole St., to 
Kalanianaole Hwy., to Kealaolu Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond Hd Rd., to 
Kalākaua Ave., to end at Kapi‘olani Park Bandstand/Hon Marathon Finish 
Line.  Contact:  Boca Hawaii-Raul Torres or Siul Michel 223-2622, E-mails:  
info@bocahawaii.com or 808Race@gmail.com For more info, visit their 
website: www.bocahawaii.com   

 
October 31 

 
H A L L O W E E N  in Waikīkī  
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:info@bocahawaii.com
mailto:808Race@gmail.com
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