
 

     A recent study has indicated 
signs reinforcing that the general 
business outlook is positive 
among Hawaii businesses. 
     Today, the Business Banking 
Council (BBC) reported that re-
spondents to its four-
teenth Economic Indica-
tor Study have kept their 
level of optimism about 
the economy as it was 
in January of this year, 
when optimism levels 
reached record high 
points.  The study of 
over 400 local compa-
nies ranging in 
size and industry 
was conducted in 
July.   
     The Performance Index of Ha-
waii businesses since 1998 is at 
120, a customary seasonal de-
cline from a high of 128 in the 
January 2004 survey period but 
an increase over last year’s index 
of 104.  In addition, the Optimism 
Index of Hawaii businesses re-
mained steady at 134, at the 
same level as the previous quar-

ter.  Over half of the 
Hawaii businesses 
polled believe that 
the economy is cur-
rently showing signs 
of improvement or 

will improve. 
     The web continues to grow in 
popularity as a marketing vehicle 
for local firms.  Of the businesses 
polled, over half said they have a 

website to promote their business 
and a majority of those who have a 
website said that it has been suc-
cessful in promoting their business.  
A majority of those who advertise 
via the Internet found it to be a suc-
cessful channel.   

     For the visitor industry, perform-
ance numbers may not be growing, 
but visitor industry respondents are 
optimistic about the future.  A ma-
jority of the visitor industry busi-
nesses have recovered, or are on 
their way to recovery.  Forty-two 
percent said they fully recovered 
from the effects of 9/11 and 40% 
said they partially recovered from 
the effects of 9/11.  Of those who 
have recovered, 49% of them have 
grown. 
     A continuing recovery of Japa-
nese tourism was reported with 
Japanese visitor spending now ac-
counting for over 32% in sales 
compared to only 24% of revenues 
in 2002.   
     Regarding new sources of reve-
nue, there is cautious optimism.  
Over a quarter of visitor industry 
businesses said that cruise ships, 

Business Outlook Positive in Hawaii 
timeshares and “Sunset on the 
Beach” will increase their reve-
nue.  However, the majority of the 
respondents do not expect these 
to have impact on their busi-
nesses.  

     The Economic Indicator 
Study has gathered information 
on the visitor industry since 
2002 to better predict perform-
ance of this segment in years to 
come.  The BBC sampled 123 
businesses that identified them-
selves as being directly in-
volved in the visitor industry or 
doing most of their business in 
the visitor industry. 

     The series of studies is con-
ducted to present a true picture of 
Hawaii’s economy from a busi-
nessperson’s perspective.  These 
studies allow the Council to con-
tinually track changes among 
firms in Hawaii. 
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Sunset on the Beach— August 28 & 29 
     Two Hawaii-based television 
series will premier as the feature 
showings at this week’s Sunset 
on the Beach on August 28 and 
29.  Each night is anticipated to 
be exciting and busy with the 
stars and cast for each series at-
tending to watch the premiere. 
     Held at Queen’s Surf Beach, 
across the Honolulu Zoo 
(weather permitting), the outdoor 
theater will open at 4:00 PM with 
entertainment 
starting at 5:30 
PM.  Movie/feature 
will start at 7:30 
PM. 
     Food booths 
and “Hawaii Made” 
crafters will be on 
hand.   
     Sponsored by the 
Hawaii Tourism Author-
ity and the City and 
County of Honolulu. 
Saturday, August 28: 
Entertainment:  Flipside 
Flow and Rolando San-
chez 
 

Series: “Lost” (ABC) 
(double feature so no 
movie will follow) 

Stars:  Evangeline Lilly, Ian 
Somerhalder, Dominic Mona-
ghan, Jorge Garcia, Maggie 
Grace, Malcolm David Kelley, 
Naveen Andrews, Harold Per-
rineau, Josh Holloway, Matthew 
Fox, Terry O'Quinn, Daniel Dae 
Kim, Yunjin Kim  
Stranded on a Pacific island after 
a plane wreck, 48 passengers 
and crew must work together to 
survive.  Ripped of everything, 

the survivors scav-
enge what they can 
from the plane for 
their survival.  The 
band of friends, 
family, enemies 
and strangers must 
work together 
against the cruel 

weather, harsh ter-
rain and mysterious 
creatures stalking 
that now surround 
them. 
Sunday, August 29: 
Entertainment:  One 
Drop 
 

Series: “Hawaii” 
(NBC) 
Stars:  Michael 

Biehn, 
Sharif 
Atkins, 
Ivan Ser-
gei, Eric 
Balfour, 
Aya Sumika, Carey Tagawa, and 
Peter Navy Tuiasosopo 
A sexy, action-packed drama set in 
Oahu follows the exploits of Hono-
lulu's Metro Police Department as 
they solve crimes that could only 
happen in this exotic locale. 
 

Movie 
(following 
“Hawaii” 
premier):  
“Bourne 
Identity” 
Stars:  
Matt 
Damon who is fished out of the 
Mediterranean Sea after awaken-
ing from a coma-like state.  He dis-
covers he has been shot several 
times and has microfilm implanted 
in his body. But he has no idea who 
he is. Soon he becomes the target 
of international terrorists, and the 
only person who may hold the an-
swers to his true identity is a 
woman who knows his past. 

     The enchanting 
2000 years of Wai-
kiki’s hidden his-
tory  comes alive 
on the Queen's 
Tour of the Waikiki 
Historic Trail.  
Come discover Waikiki’s storied 
past with a native Hawaiian his-
torian and storyteller.  This free 
two-hour guided walking tour of 
cultural sites important to Ha-

Take a Walk Through Waikiki’s Past 
waii’s host culture will 
take you along 
Kalakaua and Kuhio 
Beach Park. 
     Tours 
are every 

Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday from 
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  
Tours begin at 9:00 
AM and participants 
should gather at the 

Royal Hawaiian Shopping Cen-
ter's Fountain Courtyard.   
     While on the two-mile tour, 
you will hear stories about Hawai-

ian royalty, an-
cient healing and 
the legendary 
Duke Kaha-
namoku. 
     For informa-
tion, call (808) 
737-6442. 
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     Every Sunday 
in August, 7:30 
AM, Kapiolani 
Park, Marathon 
Training Jogging 

Clinic 
     Every Friday, 5:00-
8:00PM, All Star Ha-
waii Café, Don 
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Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
    Torch lighting, 
Hawaiian music 
and hula shows 
are performed 
daily at 6:30 PM 
– 7:30 PM at the 
Kuhio Beach 
Hula Mound, 
near the Duke 
Kahanamoku 
statue.  FREE.  Presented by the 
City’s 
Office 
of Eco-
nomic 

Development 
(843-8002) and 
the Hawaii 
Tourism Author-
ity. 
 

For the month 
of August: 
Mondays:  Val Crabbe 
and Na ‘Opio 
 

Tuesdays and Thurs-
days:  “Auntie Pudgie” 
Young and Hawaiian 
Serenaders 
 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu 

and Ka Liko O Kapalai  
 

Friday, August 27:  James 
Dela Cruz and Na ‘Opio Me Na 
Kupuna O Ko‘olau 
 

Saturday, August 28:  Colsen 
Kanei and 
Halau 
Kawaianu-
healehua 
 

Sunday, Au-
gust 29:  
Kame-
hameha Ha-

waiian Ensemble 

Gordon presents Jazz with the 
Bruce Hamada Trio 
     Every Wednesday, Thursday 
Friday and Saturday in August, 
8:30PM and 10:30PM (Friday and 
Saturday only), All Star Ha-

waii, Sharkey’s 
Comedy Club.  
Thursdays at 

Other Waikiki Events 
10:00PM open mic following 
main show.  For more informa-
tion, 531-4242 
Saturday, August 28, 6:00PM-
8:30PM, All Star Café, 

Tradewinds 
     Sunday, August 29, 2:00-
3:00PM, Kapiolani Band-
stand, Royal Hawaiian Band 

Waikiki Community Center Honors “Treasures” 
     The Waikiki Com-
munity Center (WCC) 
will be honoring a few 
of Waikiki’s “treasures” 
at its Na Mea 
Makamae event on 
August 27 at the 
Sheraton Waikiki 
Beach Resort, Hawaii 
Ballroom.  The Kahiau 

Award will be presented 
to Charlian Wright, mar-
keting director of Royal 
Hawaiian Shopping 
Center’s Pauahi Man-
agement, Paul Kosasa, 
CEO of ABC  Stores of 
Hawaii and the Queen 
Emma Foundation.   

     The event will start at 5:45PM 

with a silent auction and enter-
tainment by Na Hoku Hanohano 
award winners Maunalua and 
Halau Hula Olana.  Kirk Mat-
thews and Linda Coble will be 
the mistress and master of cere-
monies. 
     For tickets or more informa-
tion, contact Denise Keliikoa at 
WCC at 923-1802. 
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