
 

Representative Jerry 
Chang, chair of the 
committee, intends 
to write a resolution 
instead. 

Two measures 
are moving relating 
to hotel construc-
tion tax credits:  
HB998 and SB1186 
Relating to Hotel 
Construction & Re-
modeling Tax Credits. Both bills in-
crease the construction tax credit 
from 4% to 8% through July 1, 2009 
and extend the 4% credit through 
July 1, 2012. The credit is available 
for lodging units and commercial 
activity within resort areas.   

HB998 was reported out of the 
committees on TAC and economic 
development and business concerns 
(EDB) with recommendation for pas-
sage on Second Reading and refer-
ral to FIN. As for SB1186, TSM and 
the committee on business and eco-
nomic development (BED) recom-
mended that the measure be 
passed with amendments and refer-
ral to WAM. 

One of the most important is-
sues, particularly for residents of 
Honolulu, is reflected in two bills to 
allow the counties to raise excise 
taxes for transit:  HB1309, SB1731 
Relating to Taxation. Both bills au-
thorize the counties to levy a county 
surcharge on State GET to fund 
public transit in the counties. The 
authorization sunsets in 2015. 

Legislative Issues 2005 
HB1309 passed 
Second Reading 
as amended and 
was referred to 
FIN. SB1731 was 
reported from the 
committee on 
transportation and 
government op-
erations (TGO) 
and the committee 
on intergovern-
mental affairs 

(IGA) with recommendation of 
passage on Second Reading as 
amended and referral to WAM. 

Of major consequence to 
Waikiki’s visitors, HB510 Relating 
to Smoking prohibits smoking 
on public beaches and in parks 
and certain recreational areas, 
and in all areas of airports and 
hospitals. It also prohibits dis-
posal of smoking waste in any 
place where 
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 One of WIA’s top 
legislative priori-
ties is to support 
the restoration 
of the original 

funding formula for the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority (HTA). Two 
bills that accomplish this have 
been reported out of their re-
spective committees:  HB997 
and SB1729 Relating to Transit 
Accommodations Tax.  

Both bills partially restore 
funding, originally 37.9% but 
now 32.6% of the revenue col-
lected from the transient accom-
modations tax (TAT).  They in-
crease funds available to HTA to 
35.4% of TAT and increase the 
limit on funds deposited in the 
Convention Center Enterprise 
Special Fund to $35,000,000. 
SB1729 also funds an Aloha 
Aina Patrol with 0.5% of TAT. 
Both bills were referred to their 
respective finance committees.  

Another WIA legislative 
agenda item is to have bed & 
breakfast establishments and 
other transient vacation rent-
als pay their fare share of 
TAT. The House tourism com-
mittee held a hearing on HB997 
Relating to Bed & Breakfasts & 
Transient Vacation Rentals. This 
bill requires the counties to 
sanction bed & breakfasts and 
transient vacation rentals and 
then requires them to pay the 
TAT and general excise tax 
(GET). The bill was deferred. 

Continued on page 2 



 

Crescent Heights®, the na-
tion’s largest condominium com-
pany, has recently purchased 
the 1,150-room Ala Moana Ho-
tel.  The hotel will undergo a 
multi-million dollar transforma-
tion.  Along with the renovations, 
Crescent Heights will begin the 
conversion to a hotel-
condominium resort. 

Planned renovations include 
guest rooms, public areas and 
upgraded amenities throughout 
the hotel. Guest room renova-
tions include marble counters, 
slate floors, custom lighting, 
glass wall accents and contem-
porary furniture.  The interior de-

signers used Fung 
Shei principles 
throughout the 
process.  A tranquil 
meditation area 
with reflection pool 
will be created and 
a new and expan-
sive fitness center 
will be added with 
state-of-the-art fit-
ness equipment.  
The entire pool and 
sundeck area will 
also be renovated and include new 
lounge furniture and cabanas.   

“We are taking this renowned 
hotel to the next level by creating a 

Ala Moana Hotel Converts to Hotel-Condominium 
luxury, first class 
destination”, states 
Kathryn Acorda-
Strona, Regional 
Marketing Director 
for Crescent Heights.   
In addition to the 
multimillion-dollar 
renovation, the hotel 
is in the process of 
being converted to a 
hotel-condominium 
resort.  The hotel-
condo concept al-

lows owners the freedom to use 
their unit as often as they wish 
while enjoying all the benefits of a 
full service hotel. 
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smoking is prohibited, except in 
a designated waste disposal 
container. Violators are subject 
to a $250 fine. 

This bill was reported from 
the committee on health (HLT) 
as amended with a recommen-
dation for passage on Second 
Reading and referral to the com-
mittee on judiciary (JUD).  

There are two bills con-
cerned with the problem of 
coastal light pollution:  HB895 
and SB1534 Relating to Coastal 
Light Pollution. They are in-
tended to curb the practice of 
shining floodlights on the shore-
line. These bills are 
very broadly worded 
and could be inter-
preted to include in-
door lighting and out-
door functions. If 
passed as currently 
worded, they could 
have impact on Wai-

kiki. 
The committees on energy and 

environmental protection (EEP) and 
water, land and ocean resources 
(WLO) recommended that HB895 
be passed with amendments. 

Waikiki employers with union-
ized workforces should take note of 
HB339 and SB537 Relating to De-
fense to Trespass. These bills al-
low union picketers involved in a 
labor dispute an exception to the 
trespass law. These bills were both 
deferred.  

In a previous issue (Volume IV 
Number 5, February 3rd), The Wiki 
Wiki Wire reported on the 2005 law 

enforcement coalition 
legislative package. Most 
of these measures, per-
taining to electronic sur-
veillance, bribery, sen-
tencing reform, testi-
mony of defendants in 
criminal cases, and 
counting of blank votes 

Legislative Issues 2005 (continued from page 1) 
and overvotes in determining 
whether a proposed constitutional 
amendment has been ratified, 
have been referred to committees 
but remain unheard. 

Among exceptions are SB708 
pertaining to public information 
about convicted sex offenders. 
Although HB599 on the same 
subject has been referred to JUD 
and FIN but not yet heard, SB708 
was reported out of JHW with 
recommendation that the meas-
ure be passed with amendments 
and referred to WAM. 

The other exception is 
SB1512 relating to domestic vio-
lence fatality review. The House 
companion measure, HB1421, 
was referred to HLT, JUD, FIN 
and awaits hearing. SB1512 was 
reported from the committees on 
health (HTH) and human services 
(HMS) with a recommendation of 
passage on Second Reading and 
referral to JHW. 



 

Daily:  5:30PM-
9:30PM Live En-
tertainment at 
Moana 
Terrace 
(Waikiki 
Beach 
Marriott 
Resort And 
Spa); 
6:00PM, 
Torch 

Lighting Ceremony, 
(Renaissance Ilikai); 
6:15PM-6:45PM, Chang-
ing of the King's Guard - Rifle 
Drill Exhibition (King's Village) 
Monday to Friday:  
7:00AM-7:45AM, 
Rhythms of the Ocean 
Exercises (Outrigger 
Reef on the Beach); 
8:30AM-4:00PM, Ha-
waiian Crafter Demonstration & 
Sale (Outrigger Reef on the 
Beach) 
Monday to Saturday:  
12:00PM, 1:00PM, 6:30PM & 
8:15PM, Fish & Stingray Feed-
ing at the Oceanarium (Pacific 
Beach Hotel) 
Thursday to Saturday:  
6:00PM-8:00PM, 
Kawika and 
Friends Hula Show 
(Renaissance 
Ilikai) 
Every Sunday:  
6:00PM-9:00PM, 
George Kuo, Mar-
tin Pahinui & Aaron 
Mahi perform (Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort 
and Spa) 
Every Monday:  
8:00AM-9:30AM, Kripalu 
Yoga Class with Walle-
ska Tepping, ($15 per 
person, call concierge 

for reservation) (Waikiki Beach 
Marriott Resort and Spa); 
9:00AM-12:00PM, Hawaiian 

Arts & Crafts (Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort 
and Spa); 10:00AM Lau-
hala Weaving (Hilton Ha-
waiian Village); 6:30PM-
9:30PM, Christian & Sani per-
form (Waikiki Beach Marriott 
Resort and Spa)  
.Every Tuesday:  
7:00PM-1:00PM, 
Farmers Market, 

(Waikiki Community Cen-
ter); 9:30AM Lei Making 
(Waikiki Beach Marriott 

Resort and 
Spa); 9:30AM-11:30AM, 
Hawaiian Quilt Making 
(Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center); 10:00AM Lei Mak-
ing, Hula, Ukulele (Hilton 

Hawaiian Village); 10:00AM-
12:00PM, Hawaiian Craft Classes 
(Waikiki Shopping Plaza). 
Every Wednesday:  6:00PM-
8:00PM Chris Kamaka & Baba Ali-
moot Perform (Outrigger Waikiki On 
The Beach); 6:00PM-7:30PM, Uku-
lele Classes (Waikiki Shopping 
Plaza); 8:30P-9:30P Derek Daniels 

“Island of Aloha” Performs 
(International Market Place) 
Every Thursday:  5:00PM-
7:00PM,  Jimmy Kaina on Piano 
(Outrigger Waikiki on the 
Beach); 5:30PM-8:30PM, 
Auntie Genoa Keawe performs 
(Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort 
and Spa); 6:00PM-6:15PM, 

Torch Lighting Cere-
mony (Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center); 
6:00PM-8:00PM, Chris 
Kamaka and Baba Ali-
moot Perform 
(Outrigger Waikiki on 
the Beach); 6:30PM- 

Other Waikiki Events 
8:30PM, Pu’uhonua Per-
forms (Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center) 
Every Friday:  8:00AM-
1:00PM, Hawaiian Craft 
Fair (Pacific Beach ); 
8:00AM-9:30AM, Kripalu 

Yoga Class with Walleska Tep-
ping, ($15 per person, call conci-
erge for reservation) (Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort and Spa); 

7:00PM-10:00PM, Bruce 
Hamada Trio (All Star Ha-
waii Café)  
Every Saturday:  
10:30AM-4:30PM, Wood 
Carving Demo (Outrigger 
Reef on the Beach); 

7:00PM-7:45PM, Derek Daniels 
“Voyage Through Polyne-
sia” (Waikiki Town Center); 
7:00PM-10:00PM, Jazz Trio (226 
Lewers Street). 
Friday, February 18:  7:00PM-
9:00PM, Halau O Keaunui Per-
forms (International Market 
Place). 

Saturday, February 19:  
9:00AM-4:00PM, HAA Craft Fair 
(Kapiolani Park #1); 7:00PM-
9:00PM, Kuini Performs 
(International Market Place) 
Sunday, February 20:  9:00AM-
4:00PM, HAA Craft Fair 
(Kapiolani Park #1) 
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Waikiki Improvement 
Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

Phone: (808) 923-1094 
Fax: (808) 923-2622 

Email: 

Check out our monthly calendar of free activi-
ties and yearly calendar listing at: 

www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
    Torch lighting, 
Hawaiian music 
and hula shows 
are performed 
daily at 6:30PM 
– 7:30PM at the 
Kuhio Beach 
Hula Mound, 
near the Duke 

Kahanamoku statue.  FREE.  Pre-
sented by the City’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development (843-8002) 
and the Hawaii Tourism Authority. 
 

For the month of February: 
 

Mondays & Tuesdays:  “Auntie 
Pudgie” Young and Hawaiian 
Serenaders  
 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu 
and Ka Liko O Kapalai  
 

Thursdays:  
Val Crabbe 
and Na ‘Opio  
 

Fridays:  Kale 
Pawai and Ha-
lau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani  
 

 Saturday, 
February 19:  
Lilinoe Lindsey 
and Ka Pa 
Nani O Lilinoe 
Sunday, February 20:  Kapi'olani 
Ha'o and Halau Ke Kia'i A'o Hula 
Saturday, February 26:  Maelia 
Lobenstein 
Carter and Ka 
Pa Hula O 
Kauanoe O 
Wa'ahila 

Sunday, February 27:  Shirley 
Recca and Halau Hula 'O Na-
makahulali 

dary Duke Kahanamoku. 
     For information, call (808) 
737-6442. 

Take a Walk Through Waikiki’s Past 
     The en-
chanting 
2000 years 
of Waikiki’s 
hidden his-
tory  come 
alive on the 
Queen's 
Tour of the 
Waikiki His-
toric Trail.  

Come discover Waikiki’s storied 
past with a native Hawaiian his-
torian and storyteller.  This free 
two-hour guided walking tour of 

cultural sites important to Hawaii’s 
host culture will take you along 
Kalakaua and Kuhio Beach Park. 
     Tours are every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Tours 
begin at 9:00 AM. Partici-
pants should gather at the 
Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center's Fountain Courtyard. 
       While on the two-mile 
tour, you will hear stories 
about Hawaiian royalty, an-
cient healing and the legen-
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