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design make this 
collaboration the most 
coveted new dining 
experience on Oahu."  

"This collaboration 
with the Waikiki Parc 
Hotel and the Hotels 
and Resorts of 
Halekulani is a 
fulfillment of a long-
held dream to see 
Nobu come to life in 
Hawaii, specifically in 
Waikiki," said Chef 
Matsuhisa. "Waikiki 
Parc Hotel, across the street from its sister property 
Halekulani, provides me the premier location to 
entertain guests from Hawaii and those from around 
the world.  I am looking forward to creating new 
Nobu dishes highlighting local culinary flair that 
emulates the creative resurgence of Waikiki."   

The Waikiki Parc Hotel, which is in the midst of a 
sophisticated revitalization project, has announced a 
synergetic partnership with Chef Nobuyuki "Nobu" 
Matsuhisa, the world's master of eclectic Japanese 
cuisine. The restaurant, to be called NOBU WAIKIKI 
will include the powerful and innovative 
collaboration of the Waikiki Parc Hotel and Nobu, 
brought to fruition by the award winning architectural 
expertise of David Rockwell's New York-based 
Rockwell Group. NOBU WAIKIKI will begin 
renovation in June 2006 and will open in December 
2006, completing the dramatic transformation of the 
property. The announcement was made today by 
Peter Shaindlin, Chief Operating Officer of Hotels 
and Resorts of Halekulani. 

"Waikiki continues to captivate the international 
traveler with a bounty of extraordinary new 
offerings. We believe that NOBU WAIKIKI and its 
introduction to the Hawaiian Islands will redefine the 
current culinary standard for progressive Asian-

influenced dining not 
only on Oahu - but 
throughout the Pacific 
Rim," said Mr. 
Shaindlin. "The trilogy of 
the contemporary, 
vibrant ambiance of the 
revitalized Waikiki Parc 
Hotel, Nobu's culinary 
expertise and 
Rockwell's unparalleled 

Continued on page 2 

Chef Nobuyuki Matsuhisa 
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Chef Matsuhisa, the world's leader in 
innovative Japanese cuisine, is celebrated for his 
expertise of blending classical Japanese 
techniques with exotic global flavors, and for 
cooking from his 'Kokoro' (heart).  His loyal 
clientele include the A-list of the world's most 
affluent celebrities and connoisseurs. Chef 
Matsuhisa also sincerely understands, respects 
and embraces Hawaii's matchless sense of place 
and its extraordinary indigenous delicacies.  

The dazzling new 7,500 square-foot NOBU 
WAIKIKI is being created by the Rockwell Group, 
one of the world's most sought-after and 
internationally acclaimed architectural design 
firms. At NOBU WAIKIKI, Rockwell's designers 
are imbuing the space with architectural rudiments 
reflective of Hawaii's distinct environment: running 

'Nobu Waikiki' (continued from page 1) 

water, bamboo, fish nets, island foliage and stone 
surfaces, among others.  

The restaurant will be located in the lobby of the 
Waikiki Parc Hotel and will include outdoor dining, 
full service sushi bar and a private dining area for 
special events. Construction will begin this summer 
with a ceremonial opening to follow in December 
2006. 

Gala Grand Opening Held for Waikiki’s  
First Free-Standing Wedding Chapel 

The Ocean Crystal Chapel at Hilton Hawaiian 
Village® Beach Resort & Spa grandly-opened 
March 16 as the first free-standing resort chapel in 
Waikiki.  Best Bridal Hawaii and Hilton Hawaiian 
Village jointly held the gala event to celebrate the 
culmination of years of planning, nine months of 
construction and $6 million dollars of investment.  
A traditional Hawaiian blessing by Kahu Richard 
Kamanu of Kaumakapili Church started the festivi-
ties, which continued with a mock wedding in the 
new 85-seat chapel and an evening of lavish food 
and drink.  The event was attended by 150 local 
dignitaries, including politicians, media and busi-
ness partners of the two companies. 

Last year, the Hilton entered into a long-term 
lease with the Hawaii-based Best Bridal Hawaii. 
Under that lease, the wedding company will oper-
ate the Ocean Crystal Chapel at Hilton Hawaiian 
Village. Construction of the chapel itself, which 
began last June, was completed in January.  The 
landscaping and water features were completed in 
early March.   

“We are very excited to add the chapel to our 
resort offerings,” said Gary 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Seibert, area vice president and 
managing director of Hilton Ho-
tels Corporation, Hawaii region. 
“With the new chapel, we can 
offer our guests an even more 
complete destination experi-
ence.”  

The first level is nestled 
amongst lush landscaping and 
cascading waterfalls, offering an 
inviting observatory-like glass 
entrance that leads into a wed-
ding boutique. Here, future 
brides and grooms are able to 
meet privately with their wed-
ding coordinator. A landscaped 
stairway leads to the upper level 
chapel. An elevator from the 
ground level to the second floor 
allows brides to make a grand entrance into the 
chapel. Fronting the chapel and situated in a shal-
low lagoon is a wedding gazebo that offers an ad-
ditional ceremony option for couples.    

“The stunning visuals of the chapel, enhanced 
by lush landscaping and waterfalls, offers couples 
a picture-perfect wedding setting,” said Seibert. 
“The gentle oasis-like setting will transport couples 
into another world – yet they are just steps away 
from their guest rooms and all of the resort ser-
vices and conveniences.”  

Best Bridal Hawaii, Inc., a consolidated sub-
sidiary of the Best Bridal Group in Japan, handles 
the booking arrangements and coordination of the 
weddings, from assisting with the wedding gown 
and tuxedo to hiring musicians and photogra-
phers. The Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort 
& Spa staff makes arrangements for any food and 
beverage needs of the bridal party, and has cre-
ated special menus for private suites, function 
rooms, resort restaurants and outdoor venues. 

The Best Bridal Group was founded by its 
CEO and president, Masayuki Tsukada, who 
brings over 40 years of experience to the wedding 
industries in Japan and Hawaii. As the name sug-
gests, Best Bridal is a specialized wedding pro-
duction company that created a new generation of 
weddings in Japan by founding the “guesthouse” 

Ocean Crystal Chapel (continued from page 2) 

concept. Today, Best Bridal is rated as one of the 
fastest-growing and progressive service companies.  

“We are very proud to have this opportunity to 
be affiliated with Hilton and to establish this one-of-
a-kind wedding chapel in such a world-class beach 
front resort setting like Hilton Hawaiian Village,” said 
Karen Mukai, vice president of Best Bridal Hawaii, 
Inc. “We look forward to bringing a new dimension 
of weddings to Hawaii, not only from Japan, but 
from the mainland U.S., the local community, and 
other international wedding markets,” continued Mu-
kai.  

Mukai said the philosophy of the Best Bridal 
Group is to create the most memorable event in 
their client’s lives. “We want to provide our couples 
with a dream come true, and we know that Hilton 
Hawaiian Village – with its expansive 22-acre resort 
– will play an important role in the couple’s experi-
ence,” said Mukai.  

The two-level structure was designed by Jeff 
Long of Long & Associates AIA, Inc. The general 
contractor is Dick Pacific Construction Co., Ltd. 

For wedding package information, contact Best 
Bridal’s Hawaii office at (808) 922-4130 or visit the 
English section on www.bestbridal.co.jp.  For Hilton 
Hawaiian Village room reservations call (808) 949-
4321 or visit www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com. 

http://www.bestbridal.co.jp
http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com


 

Page 4 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire Volume VII, No. 12 Page 4 Page 4 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire 

HTH Corporation has announced the promo-
tion of Toshiya Amada to director of sales, Karen 
Yonemoto to senior sales manager, and Stacey 
Soeda to sales manager. 

Amada will manage sales 
operations for wholesale, 
retail, and the meetings and 
conventions market at 
Oahu's Pacific Beach Hotel 
and Pagoda Hotel, as well 
as Hawaii Island's King 
Kamehameha's Kona 
Beach Hotel. 
Amada joined HTH Corpo-
ration in 1993 as Far East 
sales manager and has also 

served as assistant director of 
Far East sales, where he developed and executed 
revenue maximization strategies and programs for 
the Far East market. 

"Toshiya has excellent leadership qualities 
and an ideal background to help the company with 
continued growth," said Grayce McCullough, sen-
ior corporate director of sales and marcom, HTH 
Corporation. "We are confident that he will con-
tinue to make great contributions toward our vi-
sion," she continued. 

Amada began his career in the hospitality in-
dustry in 1985 where he served as a food and 
beverage manager at the Century Hyatt Hotel in 
Tokyo, Japan. Prior to joining HTH Corporation, 
he was an executive assistant for the Japan de-
partment at AmericanTours International and 
served as director of sales for Asia Pacific at 
Mauna Kea Resort on the Island of Hawaii. 
Amada received a bachelor of arts degree in busi-
ness and economics from Hawaii Loa College 
(now Hawaii Pacific University).  

Yonemoto is responsible for the meetings and 
conventions market, as well as servicing the retail 
travel agent, kamaaina and corporate markets at 
Oahu's Pacific Beach Hotel and Pagoda Hotel and 
Hawaii Island's King Kamehameha's Kona Beach 
Hotel. 

Previously, Yonemoto held the position of re-
gional sales manager and initially joined HTH Cor-
poration in 1987 as a sales manager. 

HTH Corporation Announces Three Promotions 
"Karen is very professional and 
proficient in her work ethic and 
capabilities," said McCullough. 
"Her skills and leadership ability 
have proven to be a great asset 
to the sales team." 
Yonemoto earned a bachelor's 
degree in elementary and early 
childhood education from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
and holds a fifth year teaching 

certificate.  
Soeda's new position includes managing corpo-

rate preferred and Internet sales, online wholesalers 
and global distribution systems at Oahu's Pacific 
Beach Hotel and Pagoda Hotel, as well as Hawaii 

Island's King Kamehameha's 
Kona Beach Hotel. 
Prior to her promotion to sales 
manager, Soeda held the posi-
tion of assistant sales manager. 
Soeda joined HTH Corporation 
in 2001 and has held a variety 
of positions, including sales ad-
ministrative assistant, revenue 
management assistant and 
electronic marketing coordina-

tor. 
"Stacey has been instrumental in the continued 

success of our company since joining HTH Corpora-
tion in 2001," said McCullough. "We are confident 
that she will continue to accomplish strategic goals 
that help our company achieve its vision," she 
added. 

Soeda earned a bachelor of science degree in 
business administration with an emphasis in market-
ing from the University of Northern Colorado.  

HTH Corporation was founded in 1975 to con-
solidate the diverse Hawaii-based corporations and 
business enterprises owned by the late H.T. Haya-
shi. Part of the Hawaiian hospitality tradition since 
1964, the HTH hotel collection includes the 837-
room Pacific Beach Hotel, 359-room Pagoda Hotel, 
and 460-room King Kamehameha's Kona Beach 
Hotel. Visit www.hthcorp.com. 

Toshiya Amada 

Karen Yonemoto 

Stacey Soeda 

http://www.hthcorp.com
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Travelers can put away their calculators, pen-
cils and paper. Marriott International, Inc., is help-
ing eliminate uncertainty about the total price of 
guest rooms at all of its more than 2,700 hotels 
worldwide with the launch of Total Trip Pricing.   

As every seasoned traveler knows, there can 
be an array of taxes and government surcharges 
added to your bill.  While many travel websites 
just list these by percentages in the small print for 
the traveler to figure out, Marriott’s Total Trip Pric-
ing does the math for you.  It eliminates guess-
work by factoring in all applicable taxes, sur-
charges and any fees in an easy-to-read, line-by-
line layout before customers complete their online 
reservations.  In addition, Total Trip Pricing is also 
available when calling the company’s toll-free res-
ervations line, by contacting a hotel directly or 
through selected travel agents. 

“As part of our recently launched Spirit to 
Serve Our Guests initiative, we want to ensure 
that our guests are as fully informed as possible 
about the actual price of a guest room, including 
taxes, before they make reservations with us,” 
said Amy McPherson, executive vice president, 

Marriott Introduces Total Trip Pricing 
Subtracts Guesswork from the Booking Equation 

Sales and Marketing, Marriott International. “Total 
Trip Pricing will remove much of the uncertainty in 
planning and budgeting for a family’s vacation or 
upcoming business trip by making pricing more 
transparent.” 

The addition of Total Trip Pricing is one of many 
customer-focused enhancements Marriott has made 
to the travel planning and booking process.  On 
Marriott.com, the company’s increasingly popular 
website with $2.7 billion gross revenues in 2005, 
travelers can view thousands of hotel and resort 
photographs, as well as book separate air travel 
reservations.  Just recently, the Customer Respect 
Group recognized Marriott.com for its treatment of 
online customers, ranking it best in the travel indus-
try. 

The Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa will 
help plan your functions, from company executive 
retreats to holiday parties, offering quality services 
and facilities to make your meeting and function 

Waikiki Marriott Offers Meeting and Function Special 

one to remember. With newly renovated ballrooms 
and meeting rooms with flexible layouts, the Waikiki 
Marriot is able to accommodate meetings for two or 
900. 

As a special promotion, if you book a new meet-
ing or function for May 2006 by April 15, 2006 you 
will receive a 10% discount on any menu item, dou-
ble Marriott Reward Event points, complimentary 
white board and pens, complimentary overhead pro-
jector and screen, and a complimentary DSL con-
nection in the meeting room. PLUS with $5,000 in 
function revenue, receive in addition to the above 
two complimentary valet parking passes for this 
function and a gift certificate for two complimentary 
room nights, good for six months after the event 
date. 

For more information, call Josette at 921-5165. Kona Moku Ballroom 



 

Page 6 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire Volume VII, No. 12 Page 6 Page 6 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire 

Aloha Festivals seeks applicants to participate 
as members of the 2006 O‘ahu Royal Court. 
Aloha Festivals also announces that $1,000 schol-
arships, to be used towards higher education, col-
lege, technical or vocational programs, will be 
awarded to the chosen prince and princess. 

Applicants for king and queen must be at least 
30 years old, while the prince and princess candi-
dates must be between the ages 16 and 20. There 
are additional requirements including proof of Ha-
waiian ancestry and a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0 for 
the prince and princess.   

The deadline to apply has been extended to 
March 31   

Applications for the positions of king, queen, 
prince, and princess are available at the Aloha 
Festivals office located at Ward Warehouse, 
above Nohea Gallery or you can call 589-1771 to 
request an application. 

Aloha Festivals Extends Its Search  
for Oahu Royal Court Applicants 

2005 Oahu Investiture 

What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a 
stroll to the Honolulu Zoo and learn 
the sort of monkey business that 
goes on after hours. Learn about 
the lives of the Zoo's remarkable 
citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. every Saturday eve-
ning! It's a fun evening of education 
never experienced by day visitors. 
Special arrangements can be made 
for large groups. Families are wel-
come. The tours are appropriate for 
all ages 5 to 105!  Please purchase 
tickets in advance from the Hono-
lulu Zoo Society (HZS) by calling 
971-7195.  Prices are $12 adult; $8 
for ages 4 to 12; HZS Members pay 
only $10 per adult and $7 for chil-
dren!  Walk-ups are welcome if 
space is available - meet at the 
Front Entrance at 5:15pm. See 
www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours 

http://www.honzoosoc.org


 

Daily:  4:30PM-5:30PM, Star of 
Honolulu's Pier-Side Hula Show - Free! 
(Fronting the Star of Honolulu at Aloha 
Tower Marketplace, Pier 8); 5:30PM-9:30PM 
Live Entertainment at Moana Terrace 
(Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort And Spa); 
6:00PM, Torch Lighting Ceremony, 
(Renaissance Ilikai); 6:15PM-6:45PM, 
Changing of the King's Guard - Rifle Drill 
Exhibition (King's Village); 7:00PM-10:00PM, 
Live Jazz at Deep Blue (Hyatt Regency 
Waikiki) 
Monday to Friday:  7:00AM-7:45AM, Rhythms of 
the Ocean Exercises (Outrigger Reef on the 
Beach); 8:30AM-4:00PM, Hawaiian Crafter 
Demonstration & Sale (Outrigger Reef on the 
Beach); 9:00AM-1:00PM, Thrift Shop, Free 
Admission, 923-1802 (Waikiki Community Center) 
Monday to Saturday:  12:00PM, 1:00PM, 6:30PM 
& 8:15PM, Fish & Stingray Feeding at the 
Oceanarium (Pacific Beach Hotel) 
Thursday to Saturday:  6:00PM-8:00PM, Kawika 
and Friends Hula Show (Renaissance Ilikai) 
Friday and Saturday:  7:00PM-9:30PM, Live jazz 
entertainment in Neptune's Garden Restaurant  
(Pacific Beach Hotel) 
Every Sunday:  7:30AM, Marathon 
Clinic (KP); 6:00PM-9:00PM, 
George Kuo, Martin Pahinui & 
Aaron Mahi perform (Waikiki Beach 
Marriott Resort and Spa). 
Every Monday:  9:00AM-12:00PM, Hawaiian Arts & 
Crafts (Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort and Spa); 
2:00PM-4:00PM, The Waikiki Swingers (Waikiki 
Community Center); 6:30PM-9:30PM, Christian & 
Sani perform (Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort and 
Spa); 8:30PM-9:15PM, Derek Daniels "Islands of 
Aloha" (International Market Place). 
Every Tuesday:  7:00AM-1:00PM, Farmers Market, 
(Waikiki Community Center); 9:30AM-11:30AM, 
Hawaiian Quilt Making (Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center); 10:00AM-12:00PM, Hawaiian Craft 
Classes (Waikiki Shopping Plaza). 
Every Wednesday:  6:00PM-8:00PM Chris 
Kamaka & Baba Alimoot Perform (Outrigger Waikiki 
On The Beach). 

Every Thursday:  5:00PM-7:00PM,  Jimmy Kaina 
on Piano (Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach); 6:00PM-
9:00PM, Auntie Genoa Keawe performs (Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort and Spa); 6:00PM-8:00PM, 
Chris Kamaka and Baba Alimoot Perform (Outrigger 
Waikiki on the Beach); 6:30PM- 8:30PM, Puuhonua 
Performs (Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center); 
8:30PM-9:15PM, Derek Daniels "Islands of 
Aloha" (International Market 
Place). 
Every Friday:  7:00AM-1:00PM, 
Farmers Market, (Waikiki 
Community Center); 8:00AM-
1:00PM, Hawaiian Craft Fair 
(Pacific Beach) 
Every Saturday:  7:00PM-7:45PM, Derek Daniels 
“Voyage Through Polynesia” (Waikiki Town Center); 
7:00PM-10:00PM, Jazz Trio (226 Lewers Street). 
Saturday, March 25:  5:00PM-6:30PM,Prince 
Kuhio Parade - Saratoga Road to Kapiolani Park 

 
Wednesday, April 5:  9:30AM–
10:15AM, Royal Hawaiian Band 
(Waikiki Community Center). 
Wednesday, May 10:  10:00AM–
10:45AM, Royal Hawaiian Band 
(Waikiki Community Center). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Waikiki Events 
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April 15 & 16:  11:30AM-2:00PM, Star of Honolulu 
Easter Lunch Cruise (departs from Aloha Tower 
Marketplace, Pier 8, call         983-7827) 

Star of Honolulu 
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Waikiki Improvement 
Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

E-mail: 

Check out our monthly calendar of free activities at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

March 25, 2006 Saturday 
12:30PM Starts 
1:30PM Ends  

19th ANNUAL GREAT HAWAIIAN RUBBER DUCKIE RACE PARADE 
sponsored by United Cerebal Palsy Assoc. of  Hawaii.  The event is expected to 
have 100 marchers, & 3 vehicles. It will start at McCully Shopping Center, to 
McCully St., to Ala Wai Blvd.,  across Kalakaua Ave., into Ala Wai Promenade 
finish area.  Contact Donna Fouts 532-6744  Fax: 532-6747.  For more info, visit 
their website:  www.ucpahi.org  

March 25, 2006 Saturday 
4:00PM Starts 
6:00PM Ends  

PRINCE KUHIO COMMEMORATION PARADE sponsored by Association of 
Hawaiian Civic Clubs.  The event is expected to have 150 marchers, 40 
vehicles, 1 floats, & 3 bands.  It will start at Kalakaua Ave. at Saratoga Rd., kkhd 
on Kalakaua Ave., to end at Waikiki Shell parking lot, Queen Kapiolani Park. 
Contact Toni Lee 455-3985 Fax: 456-7344 E-mail:  leea030@hawaii.rr.com  

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

Torch lighting, Hawaiian music 
and hula shows are performed 
daily at 6:30PM – 7:30PM from 
February through October at the 
Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, near 
the Duke Kahanamoku statue.  
FREE.  Presented by the City’s 
Office of Economic Development        
(843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change 
without notice.  
For the month of March: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie 
Pudgie" Young & Hawaiian 
Serenaders 
Wednesdays:  Ainsley 
Halemanu and Ka Liko O Kapalai  

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Na 
'Opio O Nanakuli 
Friday, March 24:  Kale Pawai and 
Halau Na Pua Mai Ka Lani 
Saturday, March 25:  Maelia 
Lobenstein Carter and Ka Pa Hula 
O Kauanoe O Waahila 
Sunday, March 26:  Sally Yoza and 
Halau O Napuala'ikauika'iu 
Friday, March 31:  Moana Chang 
and the Aloha Boat Days Show 
For the month of April: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie 
Pudgie" Young & Hawaiian 
Serenaders 
Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu 
and Ka Liko O Kapalai  
Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Na 

'Opio O Nanakuli 
Fridays:  Kale Pawai and Halau 
Na Pua Mai Ka Lani 
Saturday, April 1:  Kent Ghirard 
and the Hula Nani Girls 

http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.ucpahi.org
mailto:leea030@hawaii.rr.com

