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native Hawaiian culture, the indigenous culture 
linked to the land of Hawai‘i.” (page 5) 

“Tourism is perceived by residents to have a 
negative impact on significant issues that are 
directly affecting them. On O’ahu, 84% of residents 
consider the cost of housing to be a big problem 
and 51% believe that tourism has made this issue 
worse. Likewise, 77% of residents consider traffic 
on O‘ahu to be a big problem, and 75% believe that 
tourism has made traffic worse.” (page 13) 

“The aging infrastructure of O‘ahu and Waikiki 
has placed Waikiki Beach at risk. Waikiki Beach is 
the crown jewel of O‘ahu and it must always be 
welcoming to visitors and residents. When anything 
negatively affects this beach, it generates national 
coverage and severely influences visitor satisfaction 
and potential visitor perceptions of the State.” (page 
15) 

The plan cites seven broad objectives for 
tourism on O‘ahu. They are listed in the colored 
panel that accompanies this article on page two. 

The plan is available on the Internet at http://
oahu.smshawaii.biz. Comments can be directed to 
Faith Rex at frex@smshawaii.com or via fax to 
(808) 537-2686. They can also be mailed to SMS 
Research, Attn: O‘ahu Tourism Strategic Plan, 1042 
Fort Street Mall, Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96813. 

A draft of the O‘ahu Tourism Strategic Plan 2006 
– 2015 is now available for public review and 
comment. Residents are encouraged to review and 
provide feedback on the plan via the web, email, fax 
or regular mail.  

The stated purpose of the plan is to reflect the 
vision, overall direction and priorities of the City and 
County of Honolulu. The plan is based on local 
knowledge and the desires of visitor industry 
representatives, government officials and 
community residents. It will establish an overall 
direction for Oahu visitor industry stakeholders to 
move forward in a coordinated and complementary 
path. It will also assist county, state (including 
Hawaii Tourism Authority) and federal government 
decision-makers in developing policy and in 
allocating resources to improve the visitor industry 
and tourism product on O‘ahu. (page 3) 

One of the key goals of the plan is to seek a 
sustainable balance. “Residents have said in 
community meetings that they welcome visitors, but 
that the State needs to ensure Hawai’I remains a 
good place to live – that residents have good quality 
of life. With an increasing resident population and 
record numbers of visitors, residents continually 
raise the sustainability question – how many 
residents and visitors can the State and each island 
support with infrastructure levels, natural resource 
constraints and resident tolerance? Equally 
important is finding ways to preserve and protect the Continued on page 2 

Draft O‘ahu Tourism Strategic Plan  
Available for Community Review and Comment  

mailto:frex@smshawaii.com
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The Hawaii Tourism Authority contracted SMS 
Consulting to facilitate the planning process. The 
O‘ahu County Tourism Strategic Plan (TSP) 
identifies a shared vision for tourism on O‘ahu, and 
outlines a roadmap for achieving that vision. 
Through a series of public meetings around the 
island, the public provided valuable community input 
and comments. The Mayor's Office of Economic 
Development, along with an advisory committee of 
O‘ahu government, tourism industry and community 

Draft O‘ahu Tourism Strategic Plan  
(continued from page 1) 

stakeholders, provided insight and input into the 
development of this plan.  

The deadline to submit comments is October 2, 
2006. The TSP is expected to be finalized by the 
end of October 2006. For more information, or to 
request a hard copy to be mailed, please contact: 
Krista Seitz, Project Director, 1-877-535-5767 (toll 
free) or 1-808-440-0738. 

 

 

O‘ahu Tourism Strategic Plan Objectives 
1. To increase the economic contribution of  the visitor 

industry to the City & County of  Honolulu. 

2. To make positive contributions to the quality of  life for 
residents. 

3. To increase communications, interactions and 
understanding between stakeholder groups, especially 
between residents and the visitor industry. 

4. To maintain and improve visitor satisfaction with their 
experience on O‘ahu. 

5. To reinforce authentic Hawaiian culture ensuring the 
foundation of  our unique sense of  place and 
appropriate recognition of  our host culture. 

6. To support the enhancement and maintenance of  the 
natural resources of  O‘ahu. 

7. To establish an oversight mechanism for ensuring 
implementation and tracking of  the plan and regular 
reviews and revisions as necessary. 
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Aqua Hotels & Resorts recently welcomed 
Hawaii Polo Inn as the company’s ninth Waikiki 
property.  

“Aqua is the leader in bringing the boutique 
concept to Waikiki and that’s exactly what we were 
looking for as we prepare to re-introduce our 
product to the marketplace,” said Mike Dailey, 
owner of the Hawaii Polo Inn and member of a long-
time kamaaina family. “We’re investing over $2 
million to renovate and upgrade the 68-room 
hotel.  When the process is complete, it will be 
renamed Hotel Equus, repositioned and marketed 
as an Aqua Boutique property.” 

Work on the hotel is underway and targeted to 
be finished by mid-December, just in time for the 

Hawaii Polo Inn is Aqua’s Ninth Waikiki Property 
holiday season.  According to Dailey, “The 
redesigned guest rooms will have a fresh, Ralph 
Lauren meets upcountry Hawaii / paniolo look and 
feel.” 

“The addition of the Hawaii Polo Inn, located at 
1696 Ala Moana Boulevard, to our portfolio 
increases Aqua’s presence at the ‘entrance’ to 
Waikiki,” added Guy Underkoffler, Aqua’s VP 
Operations & Finance. “The Hawaii Polo Inn, along 
with the nearby Aqua Marina and Aqua Palms & 
Spa, provides an affordable, unique accommodation 
option to guests who prefer the convenience of 
being in close proximity to the Hawaii Convention 
Center and Ala Moana Shopping Center. The 
Hawaii Polo Inn marks the fourth property to join 
Aqua Hotels & Resorts in 2006.” 

Aqua’s relationship with Mike Dailey and Hawaii 
Polo Inn extends beyond the hotel partnership to 
Dailey’s life-long passion for polo and his position as 
president of the Hawaii Polo Club. In celebration of 
the new collaboration, Aqua Hotels & Resorts is 
sponsoring the final day of the 2006 Polo Season on 
September 24 at Mokuleia Polo Fields – a unique 
oceanfront location on Oahu’s North Shore. 

The final match of the season pits Oak Brook 
Polo Club against Oahu and is open to the public. 
Admission is $7.00; students and military with ID are 
2 for 1. The gates open at 11:00 a.m. and the game 
begins at 2:00 p.m. Lots of free parking!  

Model Room 

 

Season Premiere of  Lost: Season 3  
Coming to Sunset on the Beach September 30th! 

 

ABC will reprise the season premiere of their hit television series Lost at Sunset on 
the Beach! They will also screen their new series The Nine! 

 

Cast members will appear on the red carpet starting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

More information to follow in next week’s edition! 
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Robert Moore, Managing Director & COO of 
Roberts Hawaii, Inc., is proud to announce the 
promotion of Deems Narimatsu from Vice President 
Westbound Sales to Senior Vice President for 
Roberts Hawaii and the appointment of David 
Oyadomari as the new Vice President Westbound 
Sales & Marketing for Roberts Hawaii. 

"Deems brings 22 years of corporate sales and 
operations experience to our new senior 
management position, and with his extensive 
experience, he will be responsible for the day-to-day 
supervision of operations on all islands.” He further 
stated, "David will oversee our sales and marketing 
teams, establish strategies and business 
opportunities while ensuring the highest level of 

New Appointments to Roberts Hawaii Management Team  
sales service to Roberts Hawaii customers. His 
most recent position was Area Marketing Manager/ 
Director of Marketing for Sprint Corporation/Sprint 
Hawaii and he also brings a solid foundation of 
strategic marketing to his new position.”  

Deems Narimatsu David Oyadomari  

Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center’s resident jeweler Philip 
Rickard was recently elected 
president of the Hawaii Jewelers 
Association (HJA). Rickard will be 
responsible for leading the nearly 
250 members and associate 
members. The mission of HJA is 
to be the center of knowledge for 

jewelers and advocate professionalism and high 
ethical standards in the jewelry trade. 

Rickard’s company, Philip Rickard Honolulu, 
manufactures world-class Hawaiian jewelry created 
with special attention to detail using heavy weight 

Philip Rickard Elected President of the Hawaii Jewelers 
gold or platinum and deep cut ornate designs by 
master craftsmen. Every piece of jewelry is crafted 
in house at his third floor, Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center location, using special equipment. His 
elaborate designs have attracted a wide customer 
base including pop artists such as The Pussycat 
Dolls and Gwen Stefani.  

In business since 1986, Rickard has two retail 
locations in Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center. To 
learn more about his exclusive designs and the 
history of Hawaiian jewelry, visit 
www.PhilipRickardHonolulu.com. 

 

Niketown will hold their popular Niketown 5K 
Run on Sunday, October 1st. Six thousand Hawaii 
keiki and their families participated in last year’s 
successful event which raised $90,000 for Oahu 
school PE and athletic programs. Organizers are 
hoping for even bigger numbers this year according 
to Keala Peters, Niketown Regional Marketing 
Manager and the event coordinator.  

“We not only get kids moving on the day of this 
fun race, but 100% of the entry fees are donated to 

Niketown 5K Run, Sunday October 1st  
the school of your choice for PE, play and athletic 
programs for long-term benefits,” said Peters. 

The event is open to anyone. Awards will be 
given in the various age categories. Participants can 
choose from the 5k and NikeGO 1-mile distances.  

The entry fee is $15 and there is a $5 t-shirt fee. 
The entire entry fee is donated to the school of your 
choice.  Register at Niketown or www.niketown5k.com. 

 

http://www.PhilipRickardHonolulu.com
http://www.niketown5k.com
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What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 
Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun 
evening of education never experienced by day 
visitors. Special arrangements can be made for 
large groups. Families are welcome. The tours are 
appropriate for all ages 5 to 105!  Please purchase 
tickets in advance from the Honolulu Zoo Society 
(HZS) by calling 971-7195.  Walk-ups are welcome 
if space is available - meet at the Front Entrance at 
5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

Or see the stars as well as the animals on a 
special star-gazing tour that meets on the first 
Friday of each month! The evening begins with a 
tour of the zoo and continues on the zoo lawn with 
astronomer Dr. Michael Chauvin. Learn about the 
stars as well as some of the history and mythology 
of astronomy.  Please call 926-3191 for times and 
for reservations.  Recommended for adults and 
families with children over the age of 10.  

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours, Star Gazing 

Torch lighting, Hawaiian music and hula shows 
are performed daily 6:30PM – 7:30PM at the Kuhio 
Beach Hula Mound, near the Duke Kahanamoku 
statue.  FREE.  Presented by the City’s Office of 
Economic Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change without notice.  
For the month of September: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie Pudgie" Young & 
Hawaiian Serenaders 
Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Ka Liko O 
Kapalai  
Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Halau Hula Palena 
Friday, September 22:  Moana Chang and the 
Aloha Boat Days Show 
Saturday, September 23:  Maelia Lobenstein 

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
Carter and Ka Pa Hula O Kauanoe O Wa'ahila 
Sunday, September 24:  Kaleo Trinidad and Ka 
Leo O Laka I Ka Hikina O Ka La 
Friday, September 29:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na 
Pua Mai Ka Lani 
Saturday, September 30:  Kent Ghirard and the 
Hula Nanis w/ Maile Loo and her Keiki 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
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Waikiki Improvement 
Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

E-mail: 

Check out our monthly calendar of free activities at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 
September 24, 2006 Sunday 

6:00AM Starts 
2:00PM Ends  

HONOLULU CENTURY BIKE RIDE sponsored by Hawaii Bicycling League. The 
event expected to have 4,000+ cyclists. Ride will start at Waikiki Shell 
Parking Lot, to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to 
Kahala Ave., to Elepaio St., to Kilauea Ave., to Kalanianaole Hwy., to 
Lunalilo Home Rd., to Hawaii Kai Dr., to Kealahou St., to Kalanianaole 
Hwy., 25 milers turnaround at Sandy Beach and return to start, others 
continue, to Kalanianaole Hwy, to Hihimanu St., to Ahiki St., to 
Waikupanaha St., to Kumuhau St., to Kalanianaole Hwy., to Keolu Dr., to 
Wanaao Rd., to Kailua Rd., to Kainalu Dr., 50 milers turnaround at Kailua 
Intermediate School and return to start, others continue, to Kainalu DR., 
to Kainui Dr., to N. Kalaheo Ave., to Kaneohe Bay Dr., to Kamehameha 
Hwy., 75 milers turnaround at King Intermediate School and return to 
start, others continue, to Kamehameha Hwy., 100 milers turnaround at 
Swanzy Beach Park and return to start. Kalanianaole Hwy will be coned 
one curb lane, each direction, from Ainakoa Ave. to Lunalilo Home Rd. 
Contact: Chris Clark 735-5756, Fax:  735-7989, For more info, visit their 
website: http://www.hbl.org/  

October 1, 2006 Sunday 
7:30AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

NIKETOWN 5K RUN/WALK sponsored by Niketown Honolulu. The event 
is  expected to have 6,000 runners.  It will start at Kalakaua Ave./Olohana St., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kapahulu Ave., to Kalakaua 
Ave., end on Kalakaua Ave./Kalaimoku St. Kalakaua Ave. all lanes will be closed 
and traffic diverted to Kuhio Ave. at approx 6:30 am. Contact: Alan Sunio  753-
1999, Fax:  455-7574, E-mail:  aysunio@yahoo.com  

October 1, 2006 Sunday 
10:00AM Starts 
11:00AM Ends  

MARCH FOR WORLD PEACE sponsored by Indian-American Friendship Council. 
The event is expected to have 30-50 participants.  It will start at Kapiolani Park, to 
Monsarrat Ave., end at Mahatma Gandhi statue near the Honolulu Zoo entrance at 
Monsarrat/Kapahulu Aves.  Contact: Dr. Raj Kumar 372-1444, E-
mail:  cosmicyoga@hawaiiantel.net   

October 15, 2006 Sunday 
5:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

NIKETOWN 30K RACE sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific Roadrunners Club/
Niketown. The event is expected to have 1,500 runners. It will start at Kalakaua 
Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Diamond Hd Rd., to 18th Ave., to Kilauea 
Ave., to Waialae Ave., to Kalanianaole Hwy.,  turnaround at Keahole St., to 
Kalanianaole Hwy., to Kealaolu Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond Hd Rd., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to Queen Kapiolani Park Bandstand/Hon Marathon 
Finish. Contact: John Simonds 373-3609  For more info visit their website: http://
www.mprrc.com/   

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.hbl.org/
mailto:aysunio@yahoo.com
mailto:cosmicyoga@hawaiiantel.net
http://www.mprrc.com/

