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City & County of Honolulu for leadership in 
improving Waikiki. (The text of WIA President Rick 
Egged’s introduction of this award follows this 
article.) The Mayor spoke about the difficulty in 
dealing with the sewer force main break that 
occurred in March of this year. And he credited his 
team for handling the crisis and constructing a 
temporary bypass in record time. He also 
complimented HPD and Chief Boise Correa for 
reducing crime in Waikiki. Regarding Waikiki, 
Mayor Hannemann emphasized its importance to 
Oahu’s economy, which is in turn critically important 
to the state’s economy. He also said he had found 
a new sponsor for Sunset on the Beach and that an 
announcement would be made shortly! 

Both the Governor 
and the Mayor 
expressed immense 
aloha for Waikiki. WIA 
is VERY honored by 
their attendance and 
VERY appreciative as 
well! 

There was a little 
surprise in the program 
after the Mayor 
received the Alaka‘ina 
Award. Theodore 
Soong, who recently 
retired from the Waikiki 
Business Plaza, was 
the surprise honoree of 

The 2006 Annual Meeting was a resounding 
success! Over 460 members and guests gathered in 
the Hyatt Regency Ballroom on November 15th to 
hear the Governor and the Mayor address the 
Association. WIA presented a leadership award to 
the Mayor and a service award to Theodore Soong. 
The members thanked out-going directors and 
elected new in-coming directors. A distinguished 
panel discussed how Waikiki is becoming a center 
for international cuisine while our host, the Hyatt 
Regency Waikiki, showcased Hyatt cuisine. 

The formal portion of the program began when 
Governor Linda Lingle addressed the audience. She 
commented on the visitor statistics for 2006 and the 
strong performance of the visitor industry and 
complimented Waikiki for playing a major part in 
that. She discussed the planned improvements to 

Honolulu Airport and their 
importance to Waikiki. 
She also discussed the 
problem of the homeless, 
emphasizing the 
complexity of the 
problem and the need to 
go beyond merely 
housing people to bring 
about self-sufficiency. 
She also talked about the 
State’s beach 
nourishment project at 
Kuhio Beach. 
Mayor Hannemann 
accepted the Alaka‘ina 

Award, an award to the Continued on page 2 
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the Malama ‘Aina Award, recognizing over 20 years 
of service to the Waikiki community. Taken by 
surprise, Ted’s remarks to the audience were brief 
and heartfelt. With Governor Lingle and Mayor 
Hannemann standing by his side, Ted credited the 
many achievements we have accomplished to 
“everyone working together.” He bid “aloha” to his 
peers and WIA said “mahalo” to one of its elder 
statesmen. 

Earlier that morning, Chair Patricia Tam 
conducted a short business meeting before lunch.  
She recognized and thanked the outgoing directors 
for all of their time and efforts devoted to WIA:  
Mona Abadir of Honu Group, Yuko Fujita of Central 
Pacific Bank, Norman Hong of Group 70, and 
Wayne Marques of Crazy Shirts.  

The Chair then recognized Vice Chair Leighton 
Mau, who moved to nominate Greg Dickhens of 
Kyo-Ya, Fred Orr of the Sheraton Princess Kaiulani 
and Moana Surfrider, Eric Masutomi of Outrigger 
Enterprises, Paul Kosasa of ABC Stores, Eric 
Crispin of Hawaii Starwood Vacation Ownership, 
Robin Graff of the Park Shore Waikiki, and Jean-

Governor and Mayor Highlight Annual Meeting 
(continued from page 1) 

Pierre Cercillieux of the New Otani Kaimana Beach 
to the board of directors. Vice Chair Tracy Woo 
seconded the motion. Their election was 
unanimous. 

Reverend Mark Morimoto, Pastor of the 
Kakaako Christian Fellowship, performed the 
blessing before the luncheon began. 

Shortly thereafter, WIA Director Mike Jokovich of 
the Hyatt Regency Waikiki introduced Chef Michael 
Imada of The Colony restaurant. Chef Imada 
presented an introduction to international cuisine, 
Hyatt-style, as the audience was treated to a 
demonstration of how the dishes they were enjoying 
were designed and prepared. 

The formal program ended with a presentation 
on Waikiki’s emergence as a center for cuisine in 
the Pacific. Bill Tobin of Tiki’s Grill & Bar, Mel 
Kaneshige of Outrigger Enterprises, and Patricia 
Tam of Halekulani discussed where we are now and 
what we have to look forward to in the future. 

Mayor Hannemann and his team receive the Alaka‘ina Award. 

continued on page 3 
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To highlight the international cuisine theme, gift 
certificates to 10 of Waikiki’s leading restaurants 
were presented to 10 lucky door-prize winners. 

A special mahalo to Hawaiian Telcom for 
sponsoring the program flyer! 

Mahalo to the Hyatt Regency Waikiki for hosting 
this event! 

And MAHALO to the many organizations who 
sponsored this event by purchasing one or more 
tables or making a donation of similar value:  
Outrigger Enterprises Inc.; Hawaiian Telcom; Hilton 
Hawaiian Village; Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & 
Spa; Queen Emma Land Co.; ResortQuest Hawaii; 
Ashford & Wriston; Hilton Waikiki Prince Kuhio; ABC 
Stores, Division of MNS, Ltd.; Aqua Hotels; 
Architects Hawaii, Ltd.; Bank of Hawaii; Central 
Pacific Bank; Colliers Monroe & Friedlander; 
Communications-Pacific, Inc.; DFS Hawaii; First 
Hawaiian Bank; Graham Murata Russell LLC; 
Group 70 International; Halekulani Hotel; Hawaiian 
Building Maintenance; Hawaiian Cement; Hawaiian 
Electric Inc.; Honolulu Advertiser; Kamehameha 

Governor and Mayor Highlight Annual Meeting 
(continued from page 2) 

Schools; Paradise Cruise Ltd.; Production Hawaii 
Inc.; Queen Liliuokalani Trust; Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center/The Festival Companies; Sheraton 
Hotels in Waikiki; Steiner Family Ltd.; Tanaka of 

Mike Jokovich and Michael Imada 
of the Hyatt Regency Waikiki 

With Governor Lingle and Mayor Hannemann at his side, Theodore Soong receives the Malama ‘Aina Award. 
WIA Chair Patricia Tam is at far right. WIA President Rick Egged is at far left. 

continued on page 4 
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Tokyo; Tiki's Grill & Bar; Trump Tower Waikiki; 
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort; Waikiki Business 
Plaza; and Wimberly, Allison, Tong, & Goo. 

Also, mahalo to the many volunteers who 
helped make this event a success! 

Governor and Mayor Highlight Annual Meeting 
(continued from page 3) 

The Waikiki Improvement Association Annual 
Membership Meeting took place on Wednesday, 
November 15, 11:00 am to 1:30 pm, at the Hyatt 
Regency Ballroom.  

Leadership becomes most apparent in times 
adversity.   

On March 24, 2006 after weeks of intense rain, 
a 42-year-old wastewater force main carrying more 
than 30 million gallons a day ruptured on Waikiki’s 
Kaiolu St, forcing the discharge of 41 million gallons, 
before city emergency crews were able to patch the 
old line together. 

The City had already initiated planning for a new 
permanent force main to begin in 2007 when the 
rupture occurred, but the Mayor swung into action, 
refusing to rest until he had an alternative should 
another line break occur. The City immediately 
began constructing a temporary emergency bypass 
to prevent the need for any further diversions until 
the permanent line is completed. 

The construction has set a Hawaii speed record 
for a project of this nature. Our appreciation also 
goes to Governor Linda Lingle who on May 24 in 
response to a request by the Mayor signed a 
proclamation declaring Honolulu a disaster area. 

Introduction to the Alaka‘ina Award 
Given by WIA President Rick Egged at the Annual Meeting, November 15th 

That allows the city to have waived permits and 
approvals that would have taken months, if not 
years, to obtain.  

The city began construction in June and the 
project will be completed by the end of the year.  
The recently completed first phase, involving the 
installation of  temporary pumps along both sides of 
the Ala Wai Canal that are intended to intercept and 
divert sewage flows from the existing pump station 
to the new bypass pipe, provides a safety net until 
the second phase is completed.  The completion of 
this first phase means that only six months after the 
March disaster the city has put a back-up system in 
place protecting the community should another 
break occur. 

Protecting the community comes in many forms 
but not the least of which is that provided by the 
Honolulu Police Department.  From 2003 to 2006 
crimes against tourists in Waikiki have dropped from 
1,927 in 2003 to roughly 1,150 in 2006, a 40% drop 
at a time that our visitor numbers and visitor 
spending have broken all records.  

Seventy percent of that drop in crime has 
occurred since creation of the 4th Watch in 2005.  
The additional police presence provided by the 4th 
Watch is staffed by rookie officers on their first 
assignment out of the police academy. Over 24 
hours, about 50 officers patrol Waikiki and an 
additional 15 to 20 new officers per day are 
assigned to the area as part of a program that puts 
new recruits in Waikiki to expose them to a broad 
range of situations. The district also has increased 

Continued on page 5 
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the number of police officers walking and using 
bicycles and all-terrain vehicles on the beaches. 

The HPD also attributes much of the drop in 
crime to stronger partnerships between the visitor 
industry, police and private security, which have set 
up an alert system between properties. 

The success of Waikiki of course includes a 
plethora of events and activities where the city also 
plays a major role, from the lifeguards on the beach 
to clean and safe park facilities.  Major city 
attractions like the Honolulu Zoo have received 
significant support including a new Keiki Zoo in 
March 2006, a new home and a new partner for 
Rusti completed this summer and a new Veterinary 
Clinic in November of 2005.  In keeping with the 
Mayor’s emphasis on public private partnerships, 
the Honolulu Zoo society has raised millions of 
dollars in funds to supplement those of the city for 
these projects.  

The city also continues a strong partnership with 
WIA and the HTA, thank-you Rex, in providing 
popular activities for our residents and visitors such 
as the daily hula performances and torch lighting on 
Kuhio Beach, Brunch on the Beach, and this year’s 

Introduction to the Alaka‘ina Award 
Given by WIA President Rick Egged at the Annual Meeting, November 15th 

(continued from page 4) 

new event, Waikiki by Moonlight.  The Mayor kept 
his pledge to secure sponsorship dollars for Sunset 
on the Beach by recruiting Hawaiian Telcom for 
2006 and he is actively assisting the search for a 
2007 sponsor. 

Alaka ‘ina means the act of providing leadership. 
As DBEDT director, councilman and mayor, Waikiki 
has had no stronger leader nor better friend.  

Accepting the WIA 2006 Alaka ‘ina Award, 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

 

Torch lighting, Hawaiian music 
and hula shows are performed 
daily 6:00PM – 7:00PM at the 
Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, near 
the Duke Kahanamoku statue.  
FREE.  Presented by the City’s 
Office of Economic Development 
(843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change without notice.  
For the month of November: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie Pudgie" Young & 
Hawaiian Serenaders 
Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Ka Liko O 
Kapalai  

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Halau Hula Palena 
Friday, November 17:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na 
Pua Mai Ka Lani 
Saturday, November 18:  Joan S. Lindsey and the 
Joan S. Lindsey Hula Studio 
Sunday, November 19:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula  
Friday,day November 24:  NO SHOW (Holiday 
Parade on Kalakaua) 
Saturday, November 25:  Moana Chang and the 
Aloha Boat Days Show 
Sunday, November 26:  Tracie Lopes and Hui 
Aloha Aina Tuahine 
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Waikiki Improvement 
Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

E-mail: 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 
November 23, 2006 Thursday 

7:30AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

TURKEY TROT FUN RUN sponsored by Honolulu Marathon Clinic. The event is 
expected to have 800 runners/walkers.  It will start at Paki Ave./Monsarrat Ave., 
to Paki Ave., onto Diamond Hd. Rd., to 22nd Ave.,. to Kilauea Ave., to Kealaolu 
Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon Finish Line 
on Kalakaua Ave. near Kapiolani Park Bandstand. Contact:  Alan Sunio 753-
1999  Fax:  455-7574   

November 24, 2006 Friday 
7:00PM Starts 
9:00PM Ends  

WAIKIKI HOLIDAY PARADE sponsored by Gateway Music Festival & Tours. The 
event is expected to have 4,000 marchers, 40 vehicles, & 38 bands.  It will start at 
Saratoga Rd/Kalakaua Avenue to Kalakaua Ave, to Monsarrat Ave., to end at 
Queen Kapiolani Park  Contact: "Jake" John Peppers 888-892-5877, Fax:  865-
448-8294  

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 
Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun 
evening of education never experienced by day 
visitors. Special arrangements can be made for 
large groups. Families are welcome. The tours are 
appropriate for all ages 5 to 105!  Please purchase 
tickets in advance from the Honolulu Zoo Society 
(HZS) by calling 971-7195.  Walk-ups are welcome 
if space is available - meet at the Front Entrance at 
5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

Or see the stars as well as the animals on a 
special star-gazing tour that meets on the first 
Friday of each month! The evening begins with a 
tour of the zoo and continues on the zoo lawn with 
astronomer Dr. Michael Chauvin. Learn about the 
stars as well as some of the history and mythology 
of astronomy.  Please call 926-3191 for times and 
for reservations.  Recommended for adults and 
families with children over the age of 10.  

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours, Star Gazing 


