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excess of 300 shells. This opening will mark the end of 
2006 and be a fitting beginning of 2007! 

The show will transition from the New Years finale 
to an 8-minute display of the finest and most unique 
fireworks effects ever seen in the great state of Hawaii. 
Palm trees, coconut trees, rings, strobes, flitters, 
colorful falling leaves and a great brocade willow scene 
will be just a sampling of the variety.  

As the tempo increases leading to the conclusion 
of the show, another rousing rapid firing of gold 
willows supported by the thunderous repercussion of 
the brilliant flash salutes will unfold to display a grand 
finale. This conclusion is sure to bring the audience 
around Waikiki to their feet. All total, Grucci Brothers 
will fire in excess of 1200 shells to present this design.  

Tens of thousands will view this extravaganza of 
light and color launched from an offshore barge, 
visible from all over Waikiki. It will be a show worthy 
of a world class visitor destination. 

Waikiki owes a debt of gratitude to a number of 
leading Waikiki businesses and other organizations 
who have recognized the guest and destination value 
of sponsoring this annual event:  Halekulani Hotel, 
Outrigger Hotels, Sheraton Hotels Waikiki, ABC 
Stores, Bank of Hawaii, Central Pacific Bank, Hale Koa 
Hotel, Hawaii Prince Hotel, Hawaii Tourism Authority, 
Hilton Prince Kuhio Hotel, Hyatt Regency Waikiki, the 
Ilikai Hotel, the International Market Place, Pacific 
Beach Hotel, ResortQuest Hawaii, Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center, Tiki’s Grill & Bar, Waikiki Beach 
Marriott Resort, and Waikiki Shopping Plaza. 

Waikiki continues a fifteen year tradition with 
another fireworks extravaganza on New Year’s! 
America’s first family of fireworks, the Grucci 
Brothers, will display the artistry that has made them 
world-famous when they present to Waikiki their show 
entitled "Celebrating the Good Old Days of 2006." 

Starting at five minutes before midnight, Grucci 
Brothers will fire one announcement salute every 
minute until one minute before midnight. From the 
one minute mark, they will fire one salute at 60 
seconds, one at 45 seconds, one at 30 seconds, one at 
20 seconds, and one at 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. As 
the very first second of the new year begins, a rousing 
rapid-fired New Year’s crescendo will unfold to a jazzy 
version of Auld Lang Syne. Grucci Brothers will fire in 
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The transformation of Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center is more visible than ever as the corner of 
Kalākaua and Lewers is coming alive with signs of 
things to come. The Center is approaching a new 
milestone in its $84 million renovation, scheduled to 
be completed mid 2007. Building A is nearing 
completion, emerging with several dining options, 
including Señor Frog’s Restaurant and Bar, P.F. 
Chang’s China Bistro and Starbucks, along with retail 
merchants that will appeal to visitors and kama‘āina 
alike. 

Fendi opened the doors to its newly remodeled 
1,700 sq. ft. flagship location this month to join the 
line-up of flagship boutiques along Kalākaua Avenue 
including Cartier, Hermes, Salvatore Ferragamo, 
Bvlgari, and more. Dubbed “The Rodeo Drive” of 
Waikīkī, the Center will soon feature the largest 
concentration of luxury flagship retailers in the 
Hawaiian Islands.  

Other merchants in Building A include Pacific 
Harley-Davidson, Island Snow, Key of Life, Princesse 
Tam Tam, Western Classics and Allure, many of which 
have renovated and expanded their stores to 
incorporate the Center’s new warm and inviting design 
elements. 

Contractors continue to work on The Royal 
Grove, the grand centerpiece of Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center. The Royal Grove will feature a lush 
ethno-botanical garden highlighting indigenous and 

The Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center  
Approaches a Milestone 

endemic plants integral to the Hawaiian lifestyle. This 
unique gathering spot is one of the largest open 
spaces in Waikīkī and will play host to exciting 
cultural classes and performances to showcase the 
Hawaiian culture for both visitors and local residents 
to enjoy.  

The Grove is expected to be complete in mid-2007. 
Plans for new cultural classes and entertainment are 
currently in development. 

Work also continues on the world-class 
showroom, nightclub and ultra lounge. The new 
fourth level showroom in Building B will be coming 
alive again with a show exclusive to Royal Hawaiian 
Shopping Center created by local production icon Roy 
Tokujo and his renowned partners from Realisations 
of Montreal. The show will be on par with productions 
in Las Vegas and New York, combining state-of-the-art 
technology with tradition to offer visitors and residents 
a completely new entertainment experience.  

When the nightly show performances conclude, 
half of the seating will retract to make way for a 
nightclub in the style of the MGM Grand’s Studio 54. 
Performers will dazzle guests with unique acrobatics, 
high tech videos, lighting and sound. 

The Pā ‘ina Lānai is also nearing completion. This 
breezy open-air lānai, located on the second floor of 
Building B overlooking The Royal Grove, will be home 

continued on page 3 



 

Page 3 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire Page 3 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire 

to nine delectable casual eateries for everyone to 
enjoy. Those dining in the Pā ‘ina Lānai will be able to 
enjoy the entertainment below. The Pā ‘ina Lānai will 
host diverse dining options such as Ruby’s Diner, 
Kenny’s Hawaiian Express, Ezogiku, Maui Tacos and 
more. 

What remains to be done? Merchants are building 
out their individual locations in Building A. Structural 
modifications are still taking place throughout 
Buildings B and C and will continue through the 
remainder of the construction schedule. Improvements 
include landscaping throughout the complex, and the 
completion of installation for new vertical 
transportation, lighting, flooring and more. Merchant 
build-outs will keep pace with the completion of 
principal construction taking place in each building. 
The majority of the Center’s renovations is scheduled 
to be completed by mid-2007. 

A number of new tenants have moved in already:   
Salvatore Ferragamo, Bvlgari, FENDI, Cartier, Hermès, 
Key of Life, Island Snow, Pacific Harley-Davidson, and 
ABC Stores. Other new tenants will arrive in the 
future.  

In addition to being famous for its flagships, Royal 
Hawaiian Shopping Center will also be notable for 
having some of the hottest new restaurants in Waikīkī 
with the addition of Señor Frog’s out of Cancun, 
Mexico, and the second largest P.F. Chang’s China 
Bistro in the United States, both located in Building A. 
The third floor will also be home to exciting 
restaurants new to the Hawai‘i market including a 

 

trendy, upscale sushi bar, Sushi Doraku, and 
Wolfgang’s Steakhouse, due to open in mid-2007. 
Other dining and café options include Satura Cakes, 
Starbucks, Ruby’s Diner, Da Banyan Bar, Kenny’s 
Hawaiian Express, Ezogiku, Yummy’s, Surf City 
Squeeze, Maui Tacos and Paradise Café. 

Kate Spade, Juicy Couture, Hilo Hattie, Furla, 
L’Occitane, Shining Star, Sunglass Hut and Tourneau 
will also soon be added to the merchandise mix. Hilo 
Hattie’s flagship store in Building C will bring not only 
its fabulous line of aloha wear but will also offer 
visitors samples of different local foods and provide its 
own entertainment. 

Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center has continued to 
offer its free cultural classes including lei making, 
ukulele lessons, quilting lessons and more during its 
renovation. Classes are all free, open to the public and 
a wonderful activity for the entire family to enjoy. 

Concerts are ongoing each evening in Building A 
featuring Josiah Kekoa and members of Ten Feet, 
Pu’uhonua, Ku’uipo Kumukahi and the Soundettes of 
Hawai’i. 

 

Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center Milestone 
(continued from page 2) 
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Aqua Hotels and Resorts announced that it has 
been awarded the management contract for the 80-
room Coconut Plaza Hotel by 3D Investments, LLC, a 
California-based real estate investment firm with 
significant holdings in Hawaii. 

Located at 450 Lewers Street in Waikiki, the 
property was most recently managed by ResortQuest 
Hawaii.  Effective December 30, it will be renamed 
Aqua Coconut Plaza and initially marketed as an Aqua 
Lite hotel. 

According to Mike Paulin, Owner and CEO of Aqua 
Hotels and Resorts, “The Coconut Plaza has 
personality and lots of potential.  A renovations 
program of several million dollars is slated for early 
2007 and will easily upgrade its status to the Aqua 
Boutique Collection and further strengthen Aqua’s 
position in this niche market.” 

“We have the energy and commitment that will be 
great for the Coconut Plaza,” said Elizabeth Churchill, 
Aqua’s VP Marketing & Guest Services.  “We’re looking 
forward to utilizing our expertise to create more 
awareness and revenue for the property.” 

The Aqua Coconut Plaza has a unique, elevated 
porte cochere.  The property offers an island-style 
ambiance, outdoor pool, valet parking and attentive 
staff.  Guest rooms feature private lanais with views of 

Aqua Hotels to Manage the Coconut Plaza Hotel 
80-room property joins Aqua on December 30 

the mountains and Ala Wai, refrigerator, microwave 
and coffee maker. 

For additional information, visit aquaresorts.com.  
For reservations, see your travel agent or call toll free 
at 1-866-406-2782. 

Lobby 

The International Market Place has suspended 
entertainment at their Food Court stage for 
approximately 2-3 months due to upcoming 
renovation work.   

Mahalo to the International Market Place for 
helping to improve Waikiki! 

WIA member Robertson Properties Group recently 
held a “topping off” party to celebrate the completion 
of their new project, Center of Waikiki.  

Congratulations, Robertson Properties Group! 

Center of Waikiki Opens 

International Market 
Place Renovates; 

Entertainment Suspended 

Sunset on the Beach, 
presented by Tesoro 
Corporation, starts off the 
new year with a special 
Sunset weekend 
sponsored by the Sony 
Open in Hawaii. On 
Saturday, January 6th, 
the movie will be Click 

with Adam Sandler. The movie for Sunday, 
January 7th, has not been selected yet. 

Save these dates for fun-filled evenings 
for the whole family! More details to follow 
in our next edition. 
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That large pit that will be used as a base to launch 
two new sewer lines underneath the Ala Wai Canal 
and Kaiolu Street in Waikiki continues to grow. 
Workers are 30 feet down, and have about 10 more 
feet to go before the pit is prepared for the 
microtunneling operation. The pit sits on the mauka 
bank of the canal, fronting the Ala Wai Community 
Gardens. When completed it will be forty feet deep, 
and thirty seven by forty feet wide. 

Workers are also installing a series of beams to 
support the sheet piles that circle the pit. Those sheet 
piles were pounded into the ground in July. Those 
beams, known as wales, are designed to keep the pit 
from crushing inward. 

Contractors expect to finish the pit by early next 
month. After they install a concrete floor, they will use 
a ten foot long machine to push its way through the 
sheet piles and jet grouting forty feet down. The 
machine will then chew its way under the canal, and 
then under Kaiolu Street in Waikiki, pulling with it a 
series of new sewer pipes. 

The microtunneling operation will end at a second 
pit that will be built beside the Beachwalk Pump 
Station at the corner of Kuhio Avenue and Kaiolu 
Street. It was on Kaiolu Street that an aging pipe burst 
last March, leading to a massive wastewater spill. That 
triggered this emergency project called the Beachwalk 
Wastewater Emergency Bypass. 

Big Pit Getting Deeper 
(from www.beachwalkbypass.com, Dec. 18, 2006 update)  

The bypass is already up and running, utilizing a 
series of pipes and pumps set up temporarily along 
both sides of the canal. 

For weekly updates, check www.beachwalkbypass.com, or 
call the project hotline at 808-203-5777, Monday thru 
Friday from 8am to 5pm. 

Celebrated Japanese pop star 
Nakanishi Keizo will headline 
this year’s New Year’s Eve 
dinner show in the Regency 
Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 
Waikiki Resort & Spa, 
Sunday, December 31, 2006. 

Doors open at 8:00 p.m. with 
a four course dinner starting 
at 8:30 p.m. The two-part 
opening act begins at 10:00 
p.m. and Nakanishi takes the 
stage at 10:30 p.m. Ticket 

prices are $275.00 and may be purchased at most 
local Japanese travel agent tour desks. 

Hyatt Regency Waikiki Presents Japanese Pop Star 
Nakanishi Keizo New Year’s Eve 2006 Dinner Show 

Singer, composer Nakanishi has produced 
numerous albums including “Kanawannai Yume-Mo 
Atta,” “Yell” and “Step,” which zoomed to number one 
in Japan within one week of its release.  Nakanishi 
has also written songs for groups Exile, ZOO and 
singers Nakayama Miho, Mizuki Arisa, Kato Reiko, 
Shimada Kaho, WINK and Sakuai Sachiko to name a 
few.  His instrument of choice when he composes his 
music is guitar and he prefers ballads to fast tunes. 

Nakanishi’s discography also includes songs done 
with Peabo Bryson, “What I Do For Love,” and with 
Christina Aguilara, “All I Wanna Do.” 

For more information, call the Hyatt Regency 
Waikiki Resort & Spa public relations department at 
808-237-6215. 

http://www.beachwalkbypass.com
http://www.beachwalkbypass.com
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Hilton Hawaiian Village proudly presents Sand, 
Surf & Salsa on the beach! For the next two 
Saturdays, December 23 and 30, Hawaii’s own super-
hot group, Son Caribe, will keep the sands of Waikiki 
jumping to a Latin beat! The day’s festivities include 
food booths on the beach in front of the Hilton 
beginning at 5 p.m. each day, then dancing until 8 
p.m. on the beach.  A great time for everyone! 

Sand, Surf and Salsa  
on the Hilton Beach 

 Ring in 2007 with the Hale Koa Hotel and a blast 
to the past with Hawaii's own Tradewinds as this 
foursome performs tunes from the 50's to the 
90's! The evening begins with a superb sit-down 
dinner, followed by the musical energy of this great 
nostalgic group. Dance the rest of the year away! 

Or join the moonlight dance party at the Barefoot 
Bar, a perfect place to catch the fireworks!  

For reservations and information call 955-0555 
ext 546. 

Hale Koa New Year's 
Happenings 

Jon Gersonde Promoted  
to General Manager of  
The Royal Hawaiian 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii 
is pleased to announce the 
promotion of Jon Gersonde to 
general manager of The Royal 
Hawaiian. 

Gersonde joined The Royal 
Hawaiian as hotel manager in 
November 2005.  In his promotion 
to general manager, Gersonde now 
oversees the hotel’s management 

team and ensures that the overall standards for guest 
service, décor, housekeeping, food quality, and 
banquet operations are upheld at the 528-room hotel. 

“Jon has been an integral part of our 
management team for the last year,” said Keith Vieira, 
senior vice president and director of operations for 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii.  “We know that in 
his new role, he will continue to be an effective leader 
and uphold a high level of service that our guests 
have become accustomed to at The Royal.” 

Gersonde received a Bachelor of Arts in hotel 
restaurant and institutional management from 
Michigan State University and has more than 20 
years of experience in the hospitality industry.  Prior 
to joining The Royal Hawaiian, Gersonde served as 
complex general manager of The Westin Mission Hills 
Resort & Spa in California and general manager of 
Kapalua Bay Hotel & Ocean Villas.  Gersonde’s career 
with Starwood Hotels and Resorts began in 1998 at 
The Westin Maui as director of operations.  During 
his four years there, he held positions such as 
complex operations manager, hotel manager and 
acting general manager.  Gersonde’s extensive hotel 
management experiences also include positions with 
Hyatt International in Guam, Saipan and Australia as 
executive assistant manager and director of food & 
beverage.  Gersonde also served as general manager 
of a five-star Sandcastle Entertainment Complex in 
Guam. 
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A brand new StayFit@Hyatt gym has just opened 
its doors to all guests at the Hyatt Regency Waikiki 
Resort & Spa, announced Michael Jokovich, general 
manager.  The gym will be open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, free of charge for all hotel guests. 

In addition to the facilities in Na Ho’ola Spa, the 
StayFit@Hyatt gym offers guests a variety of cardio 
machines including treadmills, cross trainers, upright 
and recumbent bikes, and a selection of muscle-
building free weights.   The gym also features Life 
Fitness® Signature Series selectorized strength pieces, 
stability balls, stretching mats, resistance tubing, 
jump ropes and weighted bars. 

Hyatt’s new 24/7 gyms are an extension of the 
dynamic StayFit@Hyatt program launched late-2005, 
which caters to fitness-conscious business and leisure 
travelers.  In addition to offering 24/7 gyms featuring 
the latest high-tech cardio and strength-training 
equipment from industry leader Life Fitness®, 
regularly scheduled exercise programs, and 
knowledgeable support staff on-site, StayFit@Hyatt 
also offers guests in-room, on-demand yoga videos 
through an exclusive partnership with Yoga Away, a 

24-hour-a-day, seven day-a-week StayFit concierge 
service that provides workout attire upon request in 
under an hour, and complimentary GPS forerunner 
armbands to help runners and walkers easily monitor 
their heart rate, course and distance as well as 
provide easy navigation back to the hotel.   

“People interested in healthy lifestyles will be 
pleased that the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa 
now offers a state-of-the-art fitness facility to use free 
of charge while on business or vacation,” said 
Jokovich.  “In addition, all our award-winning 
restaurants offer healthy dining choices so that people 
can maintain their healthy eating habits away from 
home.” 

For more information about the Hyatt Regency 
Waikiki Resort & Spa, please call 808-237-6200 or 
visit our website at www.waikiki.hyatt.com.  

 

Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa  
Opens New StayFit@Hyatt Gym  

http://www.waikiki.hyatt.com


 

Page 8 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire Page 8 Waikiki Wiki-Wiki Wire 

Torch lighting, Hawaiian music 
and hula shows are performed 
daily 6:00PM – 7:00PM at the 
Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, near 
the Duke Kahanamoku statue.  
FREE.  Presented by the City’s 
Office of Economic Development 
(843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change 
without notice. 

  
For the months of December and January: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie Pudgie" Young & 
Hawaiian Serenaders (NO SHOWS Monday, December 
25 and Monday, January 1) 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Ka Liko O 
Kapalai  

Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Halau Hula Palena 

Friday, December 22:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, December 23:  Shirley Recca and Halau 
Hula 'O Namakahulali 
Sunday, December 24:  NO SHOW Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 29:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A'o Hula 

Saturday, December 30:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau 
Ke Kia'i A'o Hula 

Sunday, December 31:  NO SHOW New Year’s Eve 

Friday, January 5: Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 6:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A'o Hula 

 

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 

Sunday, January 7:  James Dela Cruz and Na 'Opio 
Me Na Kupuna O Ko'olau 

Friday, January 12:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 13:  Coline Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 
Sunday,  January 14:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula  

Friday, January 19:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 20:  Joan S. Lindsey and the Joan 
S. Lindsey Hula Studio 

Sunday, January 21:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A'o Hula 

Friday, January 26:  Moana Chang and the Aloha 
Boat Days Show 

Saturday, January 27:  Shirley Recca and Halau 
Hula 'O Namakahulali 
Sunday,  January 28:  Momi Cruz-Losano and Halau 
Hula Namakahonuakapiliwale 

 



 

What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 
Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun evening of 
education never experienced by day visitors. Special 
arrangements can be made for large groups. Families 
are welcome. The tours are appropriate for all ages 5 
to 105!  Please purchase tickets in advance from the 
Honolulu Zoo Society (HZS) by calling 971-7195.  
Walk-ups are welcome if space is available - meet at 
the Front Entrance at 5:15pm. See 
www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

Or see the stars as well as the animals on a 
special star-gazing tour that meets on the first Friday 
of each month! The evening begins with a tour of the 
zoo and continues on the zoo lawn with astronomer 
Dr. Michael Chauvin. Learn about the stars as well as 
some of the history and mythology of astronomy.  
Please call 926-3191 for times and for reservations.  
Recommended for adults and families with children 
over the age of 10.  
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Waikiki Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 
January 7, 2007 Sunday 

7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

BOB & RON'S 5K RUN sponsored by the Mid-Pacific Road Runners Club. The 
run is expected to have 100 runners.  It will start at Monsarrat Ave., to makai 
jog path of Paki Ave., to Poni Moi path, to Kalakaua Ave. path (2 loops) and 
finish at Hon. Marathon finish line on Kalakaua Ave.  Contact:  John 
Simmonds 373-3609 E-mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com  

January 15, 2007 Monday 
9:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends  

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY PARADE sponsored by Martin Luther 
King Coalition. The event is expected to have 2,000 marchers, 100 vehicles, 20 
floats, 6 bands.  It will start at Ala Moana Park to Ala Moana Blvd., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., end at Waikiki Shell Parking Lot in Queen 
Kapiolani Park.  Contact: Patricia Anthony 384-4038 Fax: 672-4129    

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours, Star Gazing 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
mailto:simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com

