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Our craft vendors start early around 9:00 a.m. 
Food booths open at 3:00 p.m. Live entertainment 
starts at 4:00 p.m. with FreeSound on Saturday and 
one of Hawaii’s most versatile groups, Simplisity, on 
Sunday. The movies will screen after sunset, at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. 

Mahalo to the Sony Open in Hawaii for sponsoring 
the first Sunset of the year for five consecutive years! 

And a special mahalo to presenting Tesoro 
Corporation, our presenting sponsor for Sunset in 
2007!  

Sunset on the Beach is a City & 
County of Honolulu event and also 
receives generous support from the 
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority. The 
Waikiki Improvement Association 
produces the event. 

Tesoro Hawaii and The Sony Open in Hawaii 
present the first Sunset on the Beach of 2007! Come 
on down to Kuhio Beach across from the Zoo for 
another great weekend of family fun! 

On Saturday, January 6th, Adam Sandler’s 
Click! hits the screen. Sandler plays 
Michael Newman, a loving father and 
husband, who is trapped in an office and a 
career he sees more often than his own 
family and with a boss who takes 
everything for granted. One night Michael 

finds himself in the possession of a new kind of remote 
control developed by an eccentric inventor. A remote 
control that allows Michael to fast forward, rewind, 
pause, and practically control all the events in his life. 
The overworked man finally gets some quality time 
with his family and his life, until the remote control 
begins to malfunction, causing Michael to deal with 
the consequences. 

On Sunday, January 7th, delve into the 
mystery of The Da Vinci Code with Tom 
Hanks. Hanks plays Professor Robert 
Langdon, a famous scholar in Paris on 
business when he's summoned to The 
Louvre. A dead body has been found, 
setting Langdon off on an adventure as he 
attempts to unravel an ancient code and 

uncover the greatest mystery of all time. 
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Mike Paulin, Owner and CEO of Aqua Hotels & 
Resorts, has announced that an ownership change 
has been confirmed for Aqua Waikiki Wave Hotel.  
Effective December 20, 2006, CR Wave, an affiliate of 
Ramsfield Hospitality Finance, a New York hotel 
investment group has taken over from Coral Reef 
Development Company for an undisclosed sales price. 

“No change in management or personnel is taking 
place,” said Paulin.  “Aqua remains the management 
company and the new owner is committed to further 
upgrading the hotel following its recent $7 million 
renovation.” 

Paulin has positioned Aqua Waikiki Wave as 
Aqua’s flagship boutique property.  Located adjacent 

Aqua Waikiki Wave Changes Ownership 
to the International Marketplace at 2299 Kuhio 
Avenue and less than a block to Waikiki Beach, Aqua 
Waikiki Wave has 247 oversized guest rooms, 
including 78 family, junior and honeymoon suites.  
Rates in 2007 range from $150 for a Superior Wave 
room to $380 for an Aloha Suite. 

For additional information, visit aquaresorts.com.  
For reservations, see your travel agent or call toll free 
at 1-866-406-2782. 

 

Reclaiming a past honor, WIA member Aloha 
Airlines is again the nation’s No. 1 airline for on-time 
performance.  Rounding out a Triple Crown sweep of 
No. 1 airline rankings, Aloha also finished first in the 
nation for fewest complaints and fewest misplaced 
bags. 

With 93.2 percent of all Aloha flights arriving on 
time in November 2006, Aloha took top honors among 
20 major U.S. air carriers that provide data to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation.  Aloha topped the list 
for fewest complaints with zero complaints and had 
the fewest misplaced baggage reports for the reporting 
period. 

“The credit for this recognition as the nation’s best 
airline goes to the 3,500 men and women of Aloha 
Airlines for staying focused and coming out on top for 
on-time arrival, baggage delivery and overall customer 
satisfaction,” said David A. Banmiller, Aloha’s 
president and chief executive officer. 

The DOT’s latest monthly Air Travel Consumer 
Report, issued this week, covers the month of 
November 2006.  The 10 largest airlines in the country 
are required to file monthly reports with the federal 
government while Aloha and other airlines report their 
performance statistics on a voluntary basis. 

In the year 2000, Honolulu-based Aloha was 
frequently No. 1 for on-time performance.  Aloha 
stopped reporting in 2001 and resumed the practice 
with its report for the month of April 2006.  Prior to 
this report, Aloha had been No. 2, a shade behind 
Hawaiian Airlines, which has laid claim to the top spot 
for three years. 

Aloha Airlines Is America’s No. 1 On-Time Carrier 
“This is a sweet victory for Aloha because 

Hawaiian Airlines set such a high bar and kept it high 
for so long,” said Aloha’s Banmiller.  “We had to work 
extremely hard to become America’s best on-time 
airline in the month of November.” 

Aloha recently marked its 60th anniversary, 
recalling the carrier’s first revenue flight in 1946 
between Honolulu and Hilo via Kahului.  Today, Aloha 
serves the islands of Oahu, Maui, Kauai and the Big 
Island of Hawaii with comfortable, full-size Boeing jets 
and convenient flights throughout the day, including 
hourly departures on the hour between Oahu and 
Maui, and Oahu and Kauai.  Aloha also offers 
transpacific service between the Islands and Oakland, 
Sacramento, Orange County, San Diego, Las Vegas 
and Reno. 

Hawaii’s Favorite Airline, Aloha was voted Best 
Inter-island Airline by the readers of Hawaii’s largest 
daily newspaper.  Aloha’s transpacific service has 
consistently received high ratings in readers’ polls by 
Condé Nast Traveler, Travel+Leisure, and Zagat 
Survey.  Aloha Airlines is also the leader in air cargo 
and aviation contract services in the State of Hawaii. 

For information and reservations, visit  
www.AlohaAirlines.com. 

http://www.AlohaAirlines.com
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Starwood Hotels & Resorts in 
Hawaii has appointed Kelly 
Sanders to the position of general 
manager of the 1,695-room 
Sheraton Waikiki. 

Sanders was previously the 
general manager of the Sheraton 
San Diego Hotel & Marina, one of 
Starwood’s top performing 
Sheraton properties in North 
America.  Under Sanders’ 

leadership, the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina 
received numerous accolades and was selected as one 
of the pilot properties in introducing Starwood’s 
Building World Class Brands initiative.  Earlier this 
year, the hotel hosted the Starwood World Conference 
and the National Sales Kick-Off.  In 2004, the hotel 
was selected as one of the “Best Places to Work in San 
Diego” and last year was recognized for outstanding 
community service. 

“We are pleased to have Kelly Sanders join the 
Starwood team in Hawaii,” said Keith Vieira, senior 
vice president and director of operations for Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts in Hawaii and French Polynesia.  

Kelly Sanders Appointed General Manager  
of The Sheraton Waikiki 

“His strong background and expertise in operations, 
branding and community relations will continue to 
build success for the Sheraton Waikiki.” 

Sanders began his career with Starwood Hotels 
and Resorts Worldwide, Inc. in 1996 as director of 
rooms at the Westin Horton Plaza.  He was quickly 
recognized for his leadership abilities and promoted to 
hotel manager of the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & 
Marina in 1998.  In 2001, he was promoted to general 
manager of the hotel. 

Sanders received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Management with a minor in Fine Arts from the 
University of Utah.  He began his career in the service 
industry in 1988 as an office manager for Doubletree 
Hotels & Resorts in Salt Lake City Utah. 

The W Honolulu Diamond Head is pleased to 
announce Anna Lau as director of style and Dawn 
Sakaue as talent coach. 

As the W Honolulu Diamond Head’s 
Director of Style, Anna Lau will 
oversee the housekeeping staff - 
managing the brand standards and 
maintenance of the hotel’s 49 deluxe 
guest rooms and one two-bedroom 
penthouse and public areas.  Prior to 
joining Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Hawaii, Lau worked at The Kahala 
Hotel where she interned in the food 

and beverage department and held the position of 
housekeeping supervisor.  She also held an internship 
at the Walt Disney World Animal Kingdom Lodge in 
2003.  Lau is a graduate of the University of Hawaii @ 
Manoa where she earned her bachelor’s degree in 
travel industry management. She is originally from 
Hong Kong and moved to Hawaii in 2000. 

W Honolulu Diamond Head Announces  
Director of Style And Talent Coach 

Talent Coach Dawn Sakaue will act 
as the manager-on-duty and 
supervise the front office, valet and 
guest services of the W Honolulu 
Diamond Head.  Prior to joining 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii, 
Sakaue worked as a ward clerk at 
Queen’s Medical Center for six years. 
In early 2006, Sakaue interned at 
the Sheraton Waikiki Resort as a 

guest service manager.  Dawn attended the University 
of Hawaii – Kapiolani where she earned her Associated 
Degree in liberal studies in 2004. She is currently 
attending Chaminade University where she is working 
towards obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in business 
management. She is currently the president of the 
University of Hawaii – Kapiolani Friends and Family 
Alumni Association. 
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Torch lighting, Hawaiian music and hula shows 
are performed daily 6:00PM – 7:00PM at the Kuhio 
Beach Hula Mound, near the Duke Kahanamoku 
statue.  FREE.  Presented by the City’s Office of 
Economic Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change without notice. 

 For the month of January: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie Pudgie" Young & 
Hawaiian Serenaders (NO SHOWS Monday, December 
25 and Monday, January 1) 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Ka Liko O 
Kapalai  

Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Halau Hula Palena 

Friday, January 5: Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua Mai 
Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 6:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A'o Hula 

Sunday, January 7:  James Dela Cruz and Na 'Opio 
Me Na Kupuna O Ko'olau 

Friday, January 12:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, January 13:  Coline Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 

Sunday,  January 14:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula  

Friday, January 19:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

 

For the most complete whale watch experience, 
board the Star of Honolulu's 2 1/2-hour Premier 
Whale Watch Cruise! With the Star’s panoramic 
walkways, 60' high observation sun deck and watts-
type stabilizers, guests enjoy the most outdoor deck 
space and a smooth voyage out to Diamond Head 
to view Humpback whales. Plus, participate in 
educational and fun whale activities with the crew of 
Certified Naturalists and Hawaiian cultural activities. 
Whale sightings are guaranteed or receive a free 
return cruise ticket until a whale is spotted.  

The Premier Whale Watch Cruise sails daily, from 
December 15, 2006, to April 30, 2007 (closed 
Christmas and New Year's Days), from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. 

The Star of Honolulu departs from Aloha Tower 
Marketplace, Pier 8. 

For reservations or more information, please call 
983-STAR (7827) or visit www.starofhonolulu.com.  

 

Star of Honolulu Offers Premier Whale Watch Cruise 

Photo courtesy of Star of Honolulu 

http://www.starofhonolulu.com


 

What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 
Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun evening of 
education never experienced by day visitors. Special 
arrangements can be made for large groups. Families 
are welcome. The tours are appropriate for all ages 5 
to 105!  Please purchase tickets in advance from the 
Honolulu Zoo Society (HZS) by calling 971-7195.  
Walk-ups are welcome if space is available - meet at 
the Front Entrance at 5:15pm. See 
www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

Or see the stars as well as the animals on a 
special star-gazing tour that meets on the first Friday 
of each month! The evening begins with a tour of the 
zoo and continues on the zoo lawn with astronomer 
Dr. Michael Chauvin. Learn about the stars as well as 
some of the history and mythology of astronomy.  
Please call 926-3191 for times and for reservations.  
Recommended for adults and families with children 
over the age of 10.  
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Phone: 808-923-1094 
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Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 
January 7, 2007 Sunday 

7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

BOB & RON'S 5K RUN sponsored by the Mid-Pacific Road Runners Club. The 
run is expected to have 100 runners.  It will start at Monsarrat Ave., to makai 
jog path of Paki Ave., to Poni Moi path, to Kalakaua Ave. path (2 loops) and 
finish at Hon. Marathon finish line on Kalakaua Ave.  Contact:  John 
Simmonds 373-3609 E-mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com  

January 15, 2007 Monday 
9:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends  

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY PARADE sponsored by Martin Luther 
King Coalition. The event is expected to have 2,000 marchers, 100 vehicles, 20 
floats, 6 bands.  It will start at Ala Moana Park to Ala Moana Blvd., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., end at Waikiki Shell Parking Lot in Queen 
Kapiolani Park.  Contact: Patricia Anthony 384-4038 Fax: 672-4129    

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours, Star Gazing 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
mailto:simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
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