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beachside restaurant and super pool with three slides 
and a “lazy river” theme designed especially for 
families. 

In conjunction with the construction of The Grand 
Waikikian, the Hilton is also rejuvenating the famed 
Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon, which will make 
tremendous improvements to not only the water 
quality of the lagoon, but also to the surrounding 
area.  Salt-water pumps have been installed which will 
bring in clean, fresh water from 250 feet below to 
replenish and cycle the water five times a day.  The 
lagoon depth will change from 12 feet to approximately 
five feet.  When completed later this year, the lagoon 
will become a focal point in Waikiki with a promenade 
boardwalk encircling the lagoon, and new landscaping 
will also include waterfalls, 85 coconut trees and 
Hawaiian plants and flowers. 

The ongoing refurbishment of the lagoon area also 
calls for upgrades to the Great Lawn – also known as 
the “Lagoon Green,” which is adjacent to the lagoon 
and a popular outdoor venue for events at the Village.  
When the refurbishment is completed, the Great Lawn 
will be larger and re-landscaped to make it an even 
more attractive outdoor space for guests and group 
functions. 

As for enhancement of interior areas, the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village is continuing with its renovation of 
guest rooms in the Tapa Tower, and just recently re-
opened the Kalia Fitness Center, which was closed 
temporarily for upgrades.  Upgrades were made to the 

The new year is bringing a full slate of upgrades to 
the Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa.  In 
2007, the hotel will be in the midst of its “Village 
Rejuvenation,” which is being anchored by two major 
projects:  The Grand Waikikian, which will be a Hilton 
Grand Vacations Club timeshare tower, and the 
rejuvenation of the Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon.  In 
addition to these two projects, the hotel continues its 
guestroom renovations in the Tapa Tower. 

In June of 2006, Hilton Grand Vacations Club 
(HGVC) broke ground on an area adjacent to the 
Hilton Hawaiian Village to make way for The Grand 
Waikikian.  When completed in early 2009, the 38-
story Grand Waikikian will be the largest and most 
luxurious timeshare resort in Waikiki featuring 331 
one- and two-bedroom units.  The Grand Waikikian 
project will include a retail shopping arcade, 
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fitness center’s flooring and its walls were painted 
before re-opening in December of 2006. 

The renovation of rooms on the upper half of the 
35-story Tapa Tower continues this year with floors 19 
through 35.  Last year, rooms on floors 3 through 18 
were upgraded with a new color scheme featuring 
warmer colors of green, gold and burnt orange.  All 
new furniture has been placed in the rooms, including 
ergonomic chairs and custom-framed mirrors.  The 
wet bar has been removed to open up the entry and 
porcelain tile was installed to the entry floor and in 
the bathroom to complement existing granite vanities.  
A low, modular credenza that incorporates a desk, 
dresser and refrigerator cabinet is all new, as is a desk 
which has a table that rolls out and can be used as 
additional space for the business travelers, or as a 
separate table for in-room dining. 

The artwork in the rooms features local Hawaii 
artists whose work captures scenes around O‘ahu, 
including Waikiki. In the Tapa Tower’s corridors, the 
look has been updated with base and crown moldings 
and warmer colors with actual Hawaiian kapa 
commissioned from the Bishop Museum.  In 2006, 
renovations in the guest rooms in Diamond Head 
Tower were completed.  That project brought updated 
lighting and a new, more spacious look, thanks to 
lighter and brighter colors to help open up the space. 

“These projects are part of our overall commitment 
to making Waikiki and the Village experiences even 
better for our guests,” said Gary Seibert, area vice 
president and managing director, Hilton Hawaii.  “This 

year is a pivotal one for us as completion on The 
Grand Waikikian enters its halfway mark, and the 
Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon will be returned to the 
people of Hawaii.” 

For more information on the Hilton’s “Village 
Rejuvenation,” log on to www.villagerejuvenation.com. 

 

HHV’s “Village Rejuvenation” in Full Swing 
(continued from page 1) 

Diamond Head Tower Ocean View Room 

Residents of Kaiolu Street in Waikiki will see a 
spike in construction activity this week as contractors 
prepare the street for an underground sewer pipe. The 
free parking on the one way street will be restricted for 
the next week and a half as workers conduct surveys 
and begin jet grouting. The street will be open to 
traffic, and contractors will work with authorities to 
make sure residents can access their respective 
parking lots. 

Jet grouting involves drilling deep holes and 
installing underground cement pillars. That 
strengthens the street in preparation for the 
microtunneling operation. The jet grouting on Kaiolu 
Street will run from 6am to 6pm. 

It was on Kaiolu Street that an aging sewer pipe 
burst last March, resulting in the discharge of 48 
million gallons of wastewater into the Ala Wai Canal. 

That old pipe will be replaced by two new pipes 
that will be installed through the microtunneling 
process. Contractors next month will start tunneling 
under the Ala Wai Canal and then Kaiolu Street, using 
two pits under construction on both sides of the canal. 

It’s all part of the Beachwalk Wastewater 
Emergency Bypass project that was launched last 
May. 

Contractors this week finished installing a new 24-
inch bypass pipe and connected it to an existing 42-

Jet Grouting Begins on Kaiolu 
(from www.beachwalkbypass.com, Jan. 22, 2007 update)  

continued on page 3 
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inch pipe. That reopened a line that was shut down 
two months ago due to a rupture in the Beachwalk 
force main. With that, they also reopened the 
Beachwalk Pump Station at the corner of Kuhio 
Avenue and Kaiolu Street, and shut down the seven 
temporary pumps and plastic pipes along both sides of 
the Ala Wai Canal. 

During the 58 days the Beachwalk Pump Station 
was shut down, the bypass operation along the canal 
pumped wastewater that normally would go through 
the pump station. The huge pipe on the floor of the Ala 
Wai Canal was also in use, transporting the 
wastewater to the Moana Pump Station at Ala Moana 
Beach Park. The wastewater was then pumped to the 
Sand Island treatment facility. 

The temporary pipes and pumps are a key part of 
the emergency bypass project. They were set up to 
handle such emergencies, and will remain on standby 
until the city finishes installing the new sewer lines. 

Workers will conduct maintenance on the pumps 
and generators to make sure they are ready in the 
event of another emergency. Putting them back on 
standby saves taxpayer dollars, as they use roughly 
$1,000 per day in fuel. 

Meanwhile activity continues on both pits that will 
be part of the microtunneling operation. Contractors 
this week will pour a concrete floor on the mauka pit 
located near the Ala Wai Community Gardens, a key 
step before the ten-foot long microtunneling machine 
is placed in the pit. 

After boring its way under the canal and Kaiolu 
Street, pulling with it a series of new pipes, the 
operation will end in the receiving pit near the 
Beachwalk Pump Station. That pit remains under 
construction at the corner of Kaiolu and Kuhio 
Avenue. To strengthen the makai pit, contractors will 
continue around the clock jet grouting operations. 

For further information, call 808-543-8374 or visit  
www.beachwalkbypass.com. 

Jet Grouting Begins on Kaiolu 
(from www.beachwalkbypass.com, Jan. 22, 2007 update)  

(continued from page 2) 

Aqua Hotels & Resorts has announced that it is 
offering a “Get Acquainted with The Equus” 
introductory special that is valid from now until June 
30, 2007.  During this period, a Polo king room is 
available to kamaaina for $111 per night, plus taxes 
representing a savings of $86 per night.  

“Hawaii residents booking this special are also 
eligible for a 50% discount on a personalized trail 
ride,” said Mike Dailey, owner of The Equus and 
president of the Hawaii Polo Club.  “It’s a very scenic 
90-minute horseback ride that starts at the Mokuleia 
Polo Field and wanders through the ironwood forests, 
naupaka shrubs and along the beach before heading 
back.”  The Hawaii Polo Beachfront Trail Ride retails 

for $95 per person and can also be booked separately 
by calling 220-5153. 

“Get Acquainted with The Equus” special is 
intended to familiarize travelers with this latest 
addition to the Aqua Boutique collection,” stated 
Elizabeth Churchill, Aqua’s VP Marketing and Guest 
Services. “What makes this offer so special is that it is 
available during Waikiki’s high season.” 

The Equus (formerly the Hawaii Polo Inn) joined 
Aqua Hotels in September 2006. New signage was 
installed on January 22 and a blessing took place on 
January 23.  The Equus is located at 1696 Ala Moana 
Boulevard and completed the first phase of its 

“Get Acquainted with The Equus” 
Extra Special Kamaaina Offer 
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renovations program in December.  The newly 
renovated and upgraded guest rooms offer a fresh, 
Ralph Lauren meets upcountry Hawaii / paniolo look 
and feel.  

The 68-room property offers a variety of 
complimentary amenities including continental 
breakfast, in-room high-speed internet and WiFi, local 
and toll-free phone calls, coffee maker, mini-
refrigerator, daily local newspaper and more.  It is 
home to the Hawaii Polo Club and hosts the visiting 
teams from around the world during the polo season 
(from late April through September). 

The Equus’ location at the ‘Ewa’ end of Waikiki 
also makes it perfect for kamaaina who like to be in 
close proximity to Ala Moana Center and Hawaii 
Convention Center. 

For additional information, visit aquaresorts.com.  
For reservations, see your travel agent or call toll free 
at 1-866-406-2782. 

 

“Get Acquainted with The Equus” 
Extra Special Kamaaina Offer 

(continued from page 3) 

Polo King Room 

‘Kahuna Pule’ Joe Recca with Becca & Mike Dailey 

What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 
Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun evening of 
education never experienced by day visitors. Special 
arrangements can be made for large groups. Families 
are welcome. The tours are appropriate for all ages 5 
to 105!  Please purchase tickets in advance from the 
Honolulu Zoo Society (HZS) by calling 971-7195.  
Walk-ups are welcome if space is available - meet at 
the Front Entrance at 5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org 
for info. 

 

Honolulu Zoo Society Offers Twilight Tours 

Apollo the Lion 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
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2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 
February 4, 2007 Sunday 

7:00AM Starts 
8:30AM Ends   

HAROLD CHAPSON 8K RUN sponsored by Mid-Pacific Road Runners Club. 
 The event is expected to have 200 runners. It will start at Kapiolani Park 
Bandstand at Monsarrat Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to Diamond Hd Rd., to 
Kahala Ave., to Paikau St., counterclockwise around Triangle Park, 
to Diamond Hd Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., to finish at Hon. Marathon Finish 
Line. Contact John Simonds 373-3609 E-mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com    

March 3, 2007 Saturday 
7:00AM Starts 
11:00AM Ends  

9th ANNUAL FT. DERUSSY BIATHLON sponsored by Hale Koa Hotel. The 
event is expected to have 300 participants.  Swim:  Out and back course Ft. 
DeRussy Beach.  Run:  From swim finish transition area to Saratoga Rd. 
sidewalk, to Kalia Rd., to Army Museum, to Ft. DeRussy, to Paoa Pl, to end  at 
transition area.  Contact: Kelly Hupp 955-9151, Fax:  955-9122,      E-mail:  
huppk@halekoa.com   

February 9, 2007 Friday 
6:00PM Starts 
11:00PM Ends  

PRO BOWL BLOCK PARTY sponsored by City & County of Honolulu. The 
event is expected to have 5,000+ participants. The event will close Kalakaua 
Avenue all traffic lanes/sidewalk areas, from Kaiulani Avenue to Kapahulu 
Avenue.  Traffic will be diverted starting 5:30 pm for setup.  Contact:  Isaac 
Hokama 527-6090, Fax:  523-4242.  E-mail:  ihokama1@honolulu.gov  

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

Torch lighting, Hawaiian music and hula shows 
are performed daily 6:00PM – 7:00PM at the Kuhio 
Beach Hula Mound, near the Duke Kahanamoku 
statue.  FREE.  Presented by the City’s Office of 
Economic Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority.  

Schedule subject to change without notice. 

 For the month of January: 
Mondays & Tuesdays:  "Auntie Pudgie" Young & 
Hawaiian Serenaders  

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Ka Liko O 
Kapalai  

Thursdays:  Val Crabbe and Halau Hula Palena 

Friday, January 26:  Moana Chang and the Aloha 
Boat Days Show 

Kuhio Beach Torch Lighting and Hula Show DAILY! 
Saturday, January 27:  Shirley Recca and Halau 
Hula 'O Namakahulali 
Sunday,  January 28:  Momi Cruz-Losano and Halau 
Hula Namakahonuakapiliwale 
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