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The historic Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Lagoon is 
returning to the people of Hawaii.  The Hilton 
Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa, together with 
Hilton Grand Vacations Company, closed the lagoon a 
year ago for an unprecedented, $15 million restoration 
project.  It is set to re-open in late November. 

Named after Hawaii’s aquatic legend, it’s a man-
made body of water that was part of Henry J. Kaiser’s 
Hawaiian Village development in the early 1950s (the 
hotel became a Hilton in 1961).  Together he and the 
government expanded the old Fort DeRussy Channel, 
creating a beach and a lagoon fronting his new hotel.  
In the early days after the lagoon opened, many island 
families enjoyed the ocean-fed lagoon.  However, over 
the years, a variety of marine life made their home in 
the lagoon, along with pufferfish and jellyfish.  The 
lagoon’s bottom also began to turn murky and dark 
from the decomposition of organic material, making it 
an unpleasant swimming experience. 

The magnificent, 5-acre jewel re-opens slightly 
smaller in size, but with a state-of-the-art water 
circulation system featuring seven saltwater wells 
195-250 feet below the surface of the ocean.  The wells 
will draw in about 15,000 gallons of water per minute 
from the ocean, helping to turn over the water about 
five times a day.  The lagoon’s depth has gone from 
about 12 feet to approximately five feet, and more 
than 33,000 tons of sand have been used to replenish 
the beach and bottom of the lagoon.  In addition, one 
of the new aesthetic features of the project includes an 
island with a two-tier waterfall, a boardwalk with 
benches and landscaping that will create a park-like 
setting.  About 60 coconut trees have been added, 
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along with a number of native Hawaiian plants, as 
well as a boardwalk, making the area even more 
inviting and relaxing than ever before.  In the near 
future, recreation opportunities will expand as hotel 
guests will be able to rent a variety of beach 
equipment from the Hilton’s Waikiki Beach Activities 
desk, including aquacycles and rafts. 

“The lagoon opening reflects the continuing 
commitment Hilton is making to our guests and our 
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project, including Delta Construction Corporation, 
who was the design/build general contractor.  The 
concept design for the water circulation system was 
provided to the design/build contractor by Tom Nance 
Water Resource Engineering, Inc.  Alcon and 
Associates served as the civil engineer, and overseeing 
the project were Oswaldo Lopez of Hilton Hotels 
Corporation and Paul McElroy of Rider Levett 
Bucknall. 

A private blessing and official opening ceremony 
took place on Tuesday, October 16.  Lt. Gov. James 
“Duke” Aiona and other dignitaries attended, as well 
as several relatives of Duke Kahanamoku, including 
his grand-niece, Ms. Jo-Ann Kahanamoku-Sterling 
from Kailua-Kona on the island of Hawaii. 

community,” said Gary Seibert, area vice president 
and managing director, Hilton Hawaii.  “We are 
pleased to contribute to Waikiki’s renaissance with 
these environmental improvements that restore a 
unique landmark for the benefit of both local residents 
and visitors.”  

One of the unique features of the lagoon is its 
landscaping with plant species that are either 
endemic, indigenous, or those native to Polynesia.  
Chief landscape architect Teresa Law of Belt Collins 
Hawaii, Ltd. used plants to reflect a typical Hawaii 
shoreline with the use of Pohuehue and ‘Akulikuli 
along the beach.  Beach Naupaka is used in the 
backdrop to separate the lagoon from a parking area, 
while Beach Heliotrope and Pohinahina are also used 
around the lagoon’s perimeter. 

In addition to Law of Belt Collins, several other 
Hawaii-based firms assisted with the rejuvenation 

Hilton unveils Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon 
(continued from page 1) 
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Ambassadors are on duty, the maps will be open.  
In this position, the information symbol “i” is 
prominently displayed on the back of the map so 
visitors will be able to easily identify it as a source 
of assistance.  When Aloha Ambassadors are not on 
duty, the maps will be closed and locked to the 
kiosk.  In this position, visitors will be able to use 
the map on their own. 

WBIDA noted that operating hours of the kiosk 
may be adjusted depending on visitor traffic in the 
area.  Signage on the kiosk provides a phone 
number, (808) 216-5947, in the event that visitors 
need assistance when the kiosk is not staffed. 

For more information, contact WBIDA at (808) 
923-9243 or mail@waikikibid.org. 

 

The Waikīkī Business Improvement District 
Association (WBIDA) announced that Waikiki 
Orientation Maps have been installed adjacent to 
publication racks in four locations along Kalakaua 
Avenue, and the new WBIDA Visitor Information 
Kiosk at Waikiki Beach Walk opened for 
business on October 18th. 

WBIDA Executive Director Jan Yamane 
acknowledged the cooperation and support of the 
City Administration and WBIDA members on the 
two projects, and expressed heartfelt appreciation 
to all parties involved.  

The Waikiki Orientation Maps are the result of 
many months of planning, collaboration and 
coordination between WBIDA and the City and 
County of Honolulu Departments of Design and 
Construction, Planning and Permitting, and 
Customer Service.  WBIDA contracted with Two 
Twelve Associates, Inc. to design the map; and the 
City constructed and installed them in conjunction 
with the redesign of the publication racks. 

The Visitor Information Kiosk, located on the 
Ewa side of Lewers St. fronting Mondo Gelato, was 
constructed by Outrigger Enterprises, Inc. as part 
of the Waikiki Beach Walk development project, 
and WBIDA provides an Aloha Ambassador to staff 
the kiosk from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily. 

The aforementioned Waikiki Orientation Map 
flanks each side of the kiosk.  When Aloha 

New Waikiki orientation maps on Kalakaua  
and visitor information kiosk at Waikiki Beach Walk 

mailto:mail@waikikibid.org
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The city will monitor ongoing work and then 
determine when the final section of the bypass will be 
removed from the Ala Wai Boulevard.  

Work continues at the makai vault, at the corner of 
Kuhio Avenue and Kaiolu Street.  

Workers have finished installing concrete walls in the 
control valve vault, formerly known as the makai 
construction pit. They are also building additional 
pedestals and setting the stage for the installation of 
catwalks along with new electrical and ventilation 
systems. They will then cover the vault with concrete pre-
cast decking.  

The construction base yard behind Iolani and Ala 
Wai School is being used to temporarily store the bypass 
pumps and pipes removed from the Ala Wai Boulevard. 
That base yard will be needed when a permanent line is 
built connecting the mauka vault to the Moana Pump 
Station at Ala Moana Beach Park.  

The city and its consultants are now designing what 
will be a permanent underground line connecting the two 
new microtunneled lines under the canal and Kaiolu 
Street.  

That line will be part of a permanent fix to all the work 
that is being done in two phases on the Beachwalk 
Wastewater Emergency Bypass project. Once that line is 
completed, workers will be able to remove the pipe now 
sitting at the bottom of the Ala Wai Canal. The removal 
will happen in the construction base yard.  

The emergency project began in May 2006, following 
the March 2006 sewer break.  

Phase one of the BWEB project was completed in 
July 2006. That was the construction of the emergency 
system of pipes and pumps giving the city the capability 
to bypass the aging force main.  

As part of phase two, the city also built two huge 
vaults and two new lines that run 1,100 feet under Kaiolu 
Street and Ala Wai Canal. Those lines are now 
connected to the Beachwalk Pump Station and are 
moving wastewater out of Waikiki. 

The new underground lines serve as both a key 
portion of the BWEB project and a portion of the 
permanent fix to Waikiki's aging sewer infrastructure 
problem.  

Check www.beachwalkbypass.com for updates. For 
further information call 808-543-8374. 

More than half of the emergency bypass system 
along the Ala Wai Boulevard in Waikiki has been 
dismantled. Workers cut up 900 feet of pipe between 
Walina Street and Seaside Avenue. They then loaded 
the pipes and pumps onto trucks and temporarily 
relocated the equipment to a construction yard on the 
mauka side of the Ala Wai Canal.  

Crews next week expect to remove the barricade 
along the Ala Wai Boulevard and reopen free on street 
parking between Walina and Seaside. 

Citing work that remains at the makai control vault, 
the city will keep for now the bypass portion between 
Seaside Avenue and Lewers Street as an emergency 
backup. That section runs 750 feet.  

The city is also finishing up repairs on the existing 
42-inch line that can be used to divert wastewater in the 
event there are any future issues with the Beachwalk 
Pump Station or the two new lines that were installed as 
part of the Beachwalk Wastewater Emergency Bypass 
project. Those 1,100 foot lines connect the two vaults on 
both sides of the Ala Wai Canal.  

The 42-inch line can be used to transport wastewater 
to the Moana Pumping Station at Ala Moana Park via the 
existing lines along the makai side of the canal. The two 
new lines connect to temporary lines on the canal floor, 
and also connect to the Moana station. The wastewater 
is then transported to Sand Island Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. 

Engineers want to have viable back-ups in the event 
of any emergencies that may happen during the 
upcoming rainy season. It was during a forty day period 
of rain in March of 2006 that the aging 42-inch line broke. 
Some 48 million gallons of wastewater had to be diverted 
into the Ala Wai Canal. 

BWEB update:  Part of bypass dismantled 

http://www.beachwalkbypass.com
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To WIA membership: Your efforts are appreciated! 
 
[The following letter was received via email at the WIA office on October 19th. Staff would like to share it with all of our 
members so that you know how much your efforts are appreciated.] 
 

Aloha! 

Over the last ten years or so my wife and I have visited Waikiki six times.  The very first visit was on a 
four-island tour.  Ever since that time we have returned to Waikiki as it has remained one of our favorite 
places.  We enjoy the great variety of opportunities for cultural enrichment offered in Honolulu.  We are 
students of early Hawaiian history and so frequent the Hawaii museums, libraries and historical sites.   

Waikiki is where we have chosen to stay.  Our hotel is moderately priced and is close to your beautiful 
Kuhio Beach and Kapiolani Park.  What a location!  There is always some event of interest going on …
walking, jogging, tennis, the Aquarium, the Zoo, a climb to Diamond Head, the Royal Hawaiian Band or the 
nightly free Hula Show!  Last year we brought our adult daughter and plan to bring other adult children to see 
and experience what we have over the years!   

We just want you to know that we, as repeat visitors, appreciate your efforts in keeping the “freshness” in 
Waikiki.  This area is always clean and safe.  We also find the volunteers in the Visitors Booth at the corner 
of Kalakaua and Kapahulu Streets very courteous and helpful …as are the blue-shirted volunteers who are 
available along the Kuhio Beach sidewalk.  Each evening we walk over to the beach to see the sunset and then 
walk down to the free Hula Show.  We plan to keep coming back to Waikiki just as long as we feel a sense of 
true “aloha” here! 

Keep up the good work! 

L. and A. R.  

Plainfield, Indiana  

The Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon will open to the 
public in November, so the walk on Saturday will be 
the public’s first opportunity to stroll around the 
beautifully-landscaped five-acre lagoon. 

In addition to Hilton Hawaiian Village, Hilton 
Hawaii Walks for the Cure also will take place 
Saturday at Hilton Waikiki Prince Kuhio, Hilton 
Waikoloa Village on the Big Island and Hilton Kauai 
Beach Hotel on Kauai.  For more information call 948-
7633. 

 

This Saturday, October 27, Hilton Hawaii will 
sponsor a 3.5K walk around the newly-rejuvenated 
Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Lagoon to raise funds for 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 

Registration will begin at 7 a.m. at the Great Lawn 
fronting the lagoon, with the walk starting at 8 a.m.   
For a minimum donation of $20, walkers will receive a 
“Hilton Hawaii Walk for the Cure” t-shirt and pink 
wristband.  T-shirts are subject to availability.  All 
proceeds benefit Susan G. Komen for the Cure; checks 
should be made out to “Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure.”   

Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Lagoon site of  
first annual “Hilton Hawaii Walk for the Cure” 

The 3.5K walk this Saturday will raise funds for Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
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rates in Waikiki, adding value especially for our 
kama‘aina shoppers. We already have one of the 
largest parking structures in Waikiki with 614 stalls 
on 10 levels, so now we’re making it more accessible. 
With purchase from any Royal Hawaiian Shopping 
Center merchant, from ABC to Hermes, customer 
parking qualifies for validation. We want our residents 
to be able to enjoy the activities and attractions in 
their own backyard.” 

Guests who park beyond the four-hour validation 
limit will only pay $2 for every additional 20 minutes 
or fraction thereof. 

Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center is proud to 
announce new discounted validated parking rates 
effective Oct. 22, 2007. As part of the Center’s $115 
million revitalization, guests will pay just $2 for two 
hours or $4 for four hours of parking with validation 
from any Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center merchant 
or restaurant. No minimum purchase is required. 
After 10 p.m., guests of Senor Frog’s Restaurant and 
Bar can also enjoy a flat rate of only $5. 

“One of the biggest challenges in Waikiki is finding 
affordable parking,” said Marleen Akau, general 
manager of Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center. “We feel 
it is important to listen to our residents and guests. At 
their request, we now offer some of the lowest parking 

Parking as low as $1 per hour  
at Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center  

Guests can now receive parking validation for any purchase 

Lunch and dinner menus offer many of the same 
delectable dishes such as the Spanish Style Risotto 
(“ala Paella”). The lunch menu offers plate lunches 
such as Garlic Chicken and Ahi Crispy, while the 
dinner menu offers a more extensive appetizer list. 
The dinner menu also offers more entrées from the 
grill such as the Seafood Brochette or the Original 
Salad Niçoise. Lunch prices range from $4.75 for the 
soup of the day to $24.50 for a one-and-quarter-
pound live Maine lobster. Dinner prices vary between 
$5.50 for the soup of the day to $31.95 for a 14-ounce 
prime New York steak.  

Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center is proud to 
announce the grand re-opening of long time eatery, 
Paradiso Seafood and Grille. Known for its island-
fresh menu, Paradiso recently opened for business in 
July in its new 3,500-square-foot home. Paradiso 
Seafood and Grille, located on the first level of 
Building B just next to The Royal Grove, features an 
international cuisine that lobster, calamari and steak 
lovers alike will enjoy. 

“Paradiso Seafood and Grille has been a part of 
Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center since 1990 and for 
17 years it has been a fantastic dining option and a 
true delight for our guests,” said Marleen Akau, 
general manager for the Center. “It continues to be an 
outstanding partner as we revitalize the Center.” 

The new location can fit up to 120 people and 
features Hawaii-inspired interior design. Mahogany-
stained bamboo shoots drape across the ceiling in 
parallel lines for a hale-like ambience. The amber 
walls give a warm glow, reflecting the outdoor lanai 
that offers open-air seating next to the lush Royal 
Grove and its peaceful ethnobotanical gardens. 
Paradiso also features a semi-private room with shoji 
fusion wooden panels that separate it from the rest of 
the restaurant. The room can be reserved for private 
parties and accommodates up to 40 guests. 

Paradiso Seafood & Grille is open seven days a 
week. Lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
dinner is served from 5 to 10 p.m. Pau hana patrons 
can enjoy cocktails in the lounge from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Paradiso Seafood and Grille reopens  
at Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center 
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November is Native American month. WCC is 
honored to bring to Waikiki a powwow celebrating this 
occasion. It is an event to please your senses! You will 
see dancers dressed in full regalia, hear the songs of 
their ancestors, smell and taste authentic cuisine. The 
festivities will feature a drum group as well as local 
singers and dancers.  Michael Running Wind is 
featured as the head man dancer, and Kady Ching is 
the head woman dancer.  

The powwow takes place on Friday, November 2, 
6:00-9:00 pm, at the Waikiki Community Center, 310 
Paoakalani Avenue.  

Free admission! Native foods and crafts for sale. 
Free parking available. Call  923-1802 for more 
information. 

 

American Indian Powwow Association celebrates  
Native American Month at Waikiki Community Center 

the proceeds of non-alcoholic cocktail sales and 100 
percent of net profits of pin sales will be donated to 
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation.  

Hard Rock Cafe Honolulu hosts “Rocktober” with a 
live performance by Mighty J on October 27, 2007. 
Doors open at 10:00 p.m. at 1837 Kapiolani Blvd. Call 
(808) 955 7383 for more information. 

 

In recognition of National Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, Hard Rock Cafes in Honolulu and 
Maui will rock out for the fight against breast cancer.   
On the weekend of October 26, 2007, the cafes will 
host “Women in Rock”, a two-Island “rager” featuring 
Mighty J, to benefit local Hawaiian charities, the 
Pacific Cancer Foundation and the Honolulu affiliate 
of Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  In addition, each 
location will give fans the opportunity to enter to win 
an ovation guitar, with raffle proceeds donated to 
breast cancer charities.    

Mighty J is an-all female trio that performs Oahu 
Jawaiian rhythms. Don't miss this edgy urban style 
vibration while supporting education and research 
about causes, treatment and the search for a cure for 
breast cancer.    

This stop is part of Hard Rock International’s 
Rocktober campaign, a month-long initiative 
committed to raising awareness and funds for breast 
cancer research. The Rocktober campaign includes a 
series of live music events at Hard Rock venues 
around the world that feature emerging artists rockin’ 
for a cause. Hard Rock properties will also offer a 
limited-edition 2007 Hard Rock Breast Cancer 
Awareness Pin and feature a line of special Pink non-
alcoholic Wildberry Smoothie cocktails. A portion of 

Hard Rock Cafe Honolulu hosts  
“Women in Rock” featuring Mighty J 

to benefit the Susan G. Komen for the Cure,  
the Pacific Cancer Foundation and The Breast Cancer Research Foundation  

Mighty J:  Jenn Wright, Mailani Makainai, 
and Tiki Suan  
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“She brings a wealth of expertise in successful Hawaii 
hotel and resort condo management and operations 
and will be a great mentor to many of our staff. 

Aqua Island Colony is Waikiki’s tallest hotel 
offering sweeping Pacific Ocean views.  Located two 
blocks to Waikiki Beach, this moderate hotel offers a 
number of complimentary amenities including WiFi 
access in the lobby, daily local newspaper, mini-
refrigerator, stove-top or microwave, coffeemaker and 
safe. Additional hotel amenities include a spacious 
pool, jet spa, sauna and sun deck. 

Aqua Hotels & Resorts is ranked #8 in Pacific 
Business News ‘Fastest 50’ growing Hawaii 
companies.   

Visit www.aquaresorts.com for more information 
about the company and individual hotels.  For 
reservations, see your preferred travel agent or call 
Aqua toll free at 1-866-406-2782. 

 

Aqua Hotels & Resorts has appointed Patty Maher 
as General Manager of the 740-room Aqua Island 
Colony Hotel, located at 445 Seaside Avenue in 
Waikiki. 

Patty Maher is an experienced 
Hawaii hotelier with over 20 years 
of management experience on all 
islands.  Her extensive resume 
includes general manager duties at 
the Royal Sea Cliff Resort in Kona, 
Hawaii; Maui Kaanapali Villas in 
Lahaina, Maui; Pono Kai Resort in 
Kapaa, Kauai and two properties 

that have since become part of the Aqua family - 
Coconut Plaza and Coral Reef in Waikiki. Most 
recently, Maher was general manager of ResortQuest 
at the Waikiki Banyan.   Originally from Connecticut, 
Maher was educated at Stone School of Business. 

 “We are so lucky to have Patty join us,” said Guy 
Underkoffler, Aqua’s VP Operations and Finance.  

Patty Maher named general manager of Aqua Island Colony 

Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the month of October: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

 Friday, October 26:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, October 27:  Maelia Loebenstein Carter 
and Halau Hula O Kauanoe O Wa'ahila 

Sunday, October 28:  Momi Cruz-Losano and Halau 
Hula Namakahonuakapiliwale 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

 

http://www.aquaresorts.com
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikiki Parade Watch (courtesy of the City) 

November 4, 2007 Sunday 
5:30AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

VAL NOLASCO MEMORIAL HALF MARATHON sponsored by Mid Pacific 
Roadrunners Club. The event is expected to have 1,200 runners.  It will start 
at Kalakaua Ave., mauka side Queen Kapiolani Park, to Monsarrat Ave., to 
Paki Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to 18th Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to Waialae Ave., 
to Kalanianaole Hwy., turnaround near W. Hind Dr., to Kealahou St., to 
Kahala Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., to Queen Kapiolani Park 
Bandstand/Hon Marathon Finish Line.   Contact: John Simonds 373-3609, E-
mail:  simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com For more info, visit their 
website: http://www.mprrc.org/  

November 18, 2007 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

HAWAII SENIOR OLYMPICS 10K RUN sponsored by Hawaii Senior Olympics. 
The event is expected to have 100 runners.  It will start at Queen Kapiolani 
Park, to Diamond Hd. Rd., to 22nd Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to Elepaio St., to 
Kahala Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to end at Queen Kapiolani Park.   Contact:  
Joan Davis 955-0902, Fax:  948-9070   

November 22, 2007 Thursday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

TURKEY TROT FUN RUN sponsored by Honolulu Marathon Clinic. The event 
is expected to have 800 runners/walkers.  It will start at Paki Ave./Monsarrat 
Ave., to Paki Ave., onto Diamond Hd. Rd., to 22nd Ave.,. to Kilauea Ave., to 
Kealaolu Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon 
Finish Line on Kalakaua Ave. near Kapiolani Park Bandstand. Contact:  Alan 
Sunio 753-1999  Fax:  455-7574   

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.mprrc.org
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com

