
 

The Inaugural International Waikīkī Hula 
Conference concluded at the Hawaii Convention 
Center this past weekend, November 15~17.  The 
theme of the conference was "Hula in the land of its 
birth." Approximately 550 hula practitioners and 
aficionados attended the conference. Approximately 
330 traveled from Japan.  The remainder were from 
Hawaii (including neighbor islands), mainland U.S., 
Polynesia, Europe, and S. America.  

Over three days, 35 kumu hula and teachers 
presented a total of 80 workshops on hula and 
hula-related topics, including Hawaiian language, 

songwriting, philosophy and implement-making. 
Nine ho'ike (recital) hula shows were presented 
around Waikīkī at sponsor hotels and shopping 
centers. 

Opening ceremonies on the first day began 
auspiciously with a blessing by master chanter 
Kaupena Wong, and included a welcome by Mayor 
Hannemann, Waikīkī Improvement Association's 
Eric Masutomi and Rick Egged, hula by Nalani 
Keale and Hālau Kaulakahi Hawaii, and concluded 
with a musical tribute to King David Kalakaua and 
his composer siblings — Na Lani Eha — by Kuuipo 
Kumukahi and the Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame 
Serenaders. 

Maile Loo of the Hula Preservation Society ( 
www.hulapreservation.org) presented four special 
events in the lecture section, which featured noted 
elders Nona Beamer, Joan Lindsey, George Naope, 
Queenie Ventura Dowsett, Kent Ghirard and the 
Hula Nani Girls, as well as Tip Davis' film on 'Iolani 
Luahine.  

The final night featured a concert celebration by 
the sea, under the stars, at the Kuhio Beach Hula 
Mound. Ainsley Halemanu, Kimo Alama Keaulana, 
Keawe & Tracie Lopes, and Kealoha Kalama, all of 
whom had taught workshops or lectured at the 
conference, and all of whom are popular performing 
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At the closing ceremony WIA President Rick 
Egged expressed his appreciation to all of the 
attendees for coming.  He also explained that the 
conference was made possible by the many 
sponsors that supported the event. “Without the 
sponsors the event would not have been possible” 
he said.  He specifically mentioned the support of 
Mayor Hannemann of the City and County of 
Honolulu, Joe Davis of the Hawai‘i Convention 
Center and the Waikīkī businesses who provided 
the venues for the hula shows and funds to market 
the event.  

Upon hearing congratulations, conference 
producer Marnie Weeks said “Yes, it was a 
wonderful success, judging by the beaming faces of 
550 hula students from around the world. They 
came from China, Australia, Germany, France, 
Taiwan, Japan, Mexico, US Mainland and from all 
of Hawaii's islands. I have heard so many of their 
heartfelt mahalos for the opportunity to expand 
their hula experience, deepen their understanding, 
and add to their hula knowledge with such 
respected kumu hula, teachers and artisans.  And 
the teachers had a great time, too!" 

artists, put on a captivating show.  Special Guest at 
the concert was hula's premiere songstress, Aunty 
Genoa Keawe, who capped the evening with a 
rousing "Hawaii Aloha" as all stood and held hands. 

The attendees made great comments about the 
caliber of the kumu.  Many were ready to sign up 
for next year’s event, which will be November 
13~15, 2008, at the Hawaii Convention Center. 
Here are some of the comments made in their 
evaluations: 

“For our first hula conference, nothing but 
positive things to say. All the workshops were 
excellent. The Kumus and everyone associated with 
this event should be proud they did an excellent 
job.” 

“Everything was wonderful, extremely well-
organized  . . .  cheerful and helpful. Please do t-
shirts next year.” 

“I especially enjoyed the craft classes. Uncle 
Dexter Ipu Heke, Uncle Ainsley lei classes were just 
fantastic! I loved Kumu Dela Cruz and Kumu 
Snowbird’s hula classes as well. Hope to see you 
next year. Please send out postcards with next 
year’s info to the 2007 participants. Mahalo!” 

WIA Chair Eric Masutomi, in his remarks at the 
opening ceremony Thursday morning, noted that 
WIA is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year 
and that “. . . The founders of WIA set as one its 
purposes to enrich our cultural heritage.  . . . In 
every activity we sponsor, WIA endeavors to share 
our culture with entertainment, crafts and history.“ 

Inaugural International Waikīkī Hula Conference a success! 
(continued from page 1) 

Vendors did well! 

The younger generation was represented! 



 

Page 3 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 3 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

Ekahi Ritte, a McKinley High School senior who 
attended the conference, said he signed up for the 
AOHT program after hearing about it from 
schoolmates. Today, he thinks about either becoming 
a chef and opening his own restaurant, or starting up 
his own tour business. 

In 2008, HTA's financial support of the AOHT 
program will increase to $200,000, an indication of its 
support for workforce development. 

"We fully support all efforts to encourage students 
who are interested in the visitor industry as a career 
path because the health of the industry is so 
important to us," said Muriel Anderson, vice president 
of tourism product development for HTA. 

"HTA supports the program, they believe in the 
program, and today wouldn't have been possible 
without them," Kawabe said. 

AOHT is a DOE-supported "school within a school" 
program under the umbrella of the National Academy 
Foundation. Approximately 400 Hawaii students are 
presently enrolled in the program at six local high 
schools: Baldwin, Kauai, Lahainaluna, Maui, 
McKinley and Waipahu.  AOHT students study a 
variety of subjects that will help prepare them for a 
travel industry career, including business, geography 
and economics. 

As the program continues to grow, AOHT plans to 
work toward greater awareness and communications 
among students, businesses, schools and 
communities. "We want and need the participation of 
the students, their parents, the teachers and the 
industry," Murphy said. "After all, these young people 
are the future of our hospitality industry." 

Nearly 250 high school students left their 
classrooms for a day to get a real-life education in 
their future. It's a lesson warmly supported by the 
hospitality industry and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority, the latter of which is supporting the effort 
with $150,000 in funding this year. 

The Academy of Hospitality & Tourism's statewide 
conference, held October 25 at the Hawaii Convention 
Center, brought together high school students, 
tourism representatives and college educators for a 
day of motivational talks, mock job interviews, 
networking and career education, all designed to 
encourage teenagers interested in pursuing a career in 
the travel industry. 

"This conference gives students a chance to 
expand their classroom training to a real-world 
environment, exposes them to companies in the 
tourism industry and lets them network with each 
other," said Annette Murphy, who was recently hired 
as the statewide coordinator of Hawaii's Academy of 
Hospitality & Tourism (AOHT), a career-oriented 
academic program for high school students. 

At the conference, students learned from 
motivational and educational speakers, practiced job 
interviewing skills, and met with industry 
representatives from various companies including 
Aloha Airlines, American Express, Hawaiian Airlines, 
Marriott, Sheraton and Worldwide Flight Services. 

"Today is all about taking the opportunity," said 
Brian Kawabe, manager of account development for 
American Express and co-chair of AOHT's Oahu 
Board. "It's about giving students a chance to meet 
and learn from people may be their future mentors, 
employers and colleagues." 

High school travel program cultivates future tourism careers 

Honolulu Zoo Society offers twilight tours 
What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the 

Honolulu Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn about the lives of the 
Zoo's remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Saturday evening! It's a fun evening of 
education never experienced by day visitors. Special 
arrangements can be made for large groups. Families 
are welcome. The tours are appropriate for all ages 5 
to 105!  Please purchase tickets in advance from the 
Honolulu Zoo Society (HZS) by calling 971-7195.  
Walk-ups are welcome if space is available - meet at 
the Front Entrance at 5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org 
for info. 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the month of November: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Hālau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Friday, November 23:  NO SHOW (Christmas Parade) 

Saturday, November 24:  Joan S. Lindsey and the 
Joan S. Lindsey Hula Studio 

Sunday, November 25:  Shirley Recca and Hālau 
Hula O Namakahulali 

Friday, November 30:  Kale Pawai and Hālau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 

Suggested retail prices (including tax and harbor 
fees) are $36.00 for adults and $22.00 for children 
(ages 3-11).  A deluxe meal option with Taste of 
Hawaii buffet lunch is priced at $52.00 for adults and 
$31.00 for children.  Special Kama`aina and military 
rates are available with valid Hawaii I.D.  

For reservations or more information, call 983-
STAR (7827), toll-free at 1-800-334-6191 or visit 
www.starofhonolulu.com.   

Guests can observe and gain insight on Hawaii's 
annual whale visitors aboard the Star of Honolulu's 
2.5-hour Premier Whale Watch Cruise.  Offered from 
December 24, 2007 through April 30, 2008, this 
complete experience features the best facilities for 
viewing whales, guaranteed sightings and educational 
whale activities.   

The 1,500-passenger, A.D.A. compliant Star of 
Honolulu departs daily from Aloha Tower Marketplace 
and cruises beyond Diamond Head to give passengers 
the unique opportunity to see whales and their 
newborn calves.  With four spacious lanais, a 60' high 
observation sun deck, and watts-type stabilizers 
designed especially for Hawaiian waters, the STAR 
offers the most outdoor deck space for viewing marine 
life and the Oahu coastline.  Whale sightings are 
guaranteed or guests receive a free return cruise ticket 
until a whale is spotted.  Plus they can learn about 
the Hawaiian Island Humpback Whale National 
Marine Sanctuary and whale behavior from the crew 
of Certified Naturalists, onboard video presentation, 
taped narration and souvenir handout.  As a bonus, 
cruise-goers can also participate in fun Hawaiian 
cultural activities including lei making, ukulele and 
hula lessons.   

Whale season is almost here! 

http://www.starofhonolulu.com
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

November 22, 2007 Thursday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

TURKEY TROT FUN RUN sponsored by Honolulu Marathon Clinic. The event 
is expected to have 800 runners/walkers.  It will start at Paki Ave./Monsarrat 
Ave., to Paki Ave., onto Diamond Hd. Rd., to 22nd Ave.,. to Kilauea Ave., to 
Kealaolu Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon 
Finish Line on Kalakaua Ave. near Kapiolani Park Bandstand. Contact:  Alan 
Sunio 753-1999  Fax:  455-7574   

November 23, 2007 Friday 
7:00PM Starts 
9:00PM Ends  

WAIKĪKĪ HOLIDAY PARADE sponsored by Gateway Music Festival & 
Tours/Superior Bands. The event is expected to have 4,000 marchers, 40 
vehicles, & 38 bands.  It will start at Saratoga Rd/Kalakaua Avenue to 
Kalakaua Ave, to Monsarrat Ave., to end at Queen Kapiolani Park  Contact: 
"Jake" John Peppers 888-892-5877, Fax:  865-448-8294 or Nate Taosoga 944-
0700  

December 2, 2007 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

SAMS MEMORIAL 5K RUN sponsored by sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific 
Roadrunners Club. They expect to have 200 runners.  It will start on 
Monsarrat Ave. near Waikiki Shell, to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to 
Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., end at Honolulu Marathon 
finish/Kapiolani Bandstand.  Contact: John Simonds 373-3609, E-mail 
simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com   For more info, visit their website: 
http://www.mprrc.com/  

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.mprrc.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com

