
 

With Thanksgiving just past, Waikīkī is already 
bustling with preparations for a joyous Christmas and 
happy New Year. Entertainment and fine dining 
opportunities abound. 
 

KC and the Sunshine Band will close out 2007 
 

KC and the Sunshine Band will 
rock the night at the Coral 
Ballroom on New Year’s Eve.  This 
year’s concert will be a giant dance 
party with two large dance floors 
for a spectacular New Year’s Eve 
event.  With sales of over 100 
million records, nine Grammy 
nominations, three Grammy 
Awards and an American Music 

Award, the band is as widely popular today as they 
were when they first danced onto the music scene 30 
years ago with a unique fusion of R&B and funk, and 
a hint of Latin percussion groove. 

For more information about KC and the Sunshine 
Band’s New Year’s Eve concert at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, call (808) 947-7877. 

 

Na Leo presents “A Christmas Gift” 
 

Na Leo's holiday music spectacular,  
“A Christmas Gift,” will play at the 
Coral Ballroom of the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village on Wednesday, 
December 19th and Thursday, 
December 20th. Both shows start at 
7:00 p.m. 

Look for special guests Keali'i 
Reichel, Willie K, and Kaukahi! 

Special performances also by Vili The Warrior and The 
Shooting Stars. 

Presented by OneHawaii, KSSK, Island 98.5 & 
OC16 TV and produced by WorldSound. 

Tickets are on sale now. Prices start at $38. For 
more information go to www.naleo.net or 
www.worldsound.com, or call (808) 262-6300. 

 

Kuhio Beach Grill Features a delectable all-you-
can-eat Mele Kalikimaka feast  
 

Have yourself a merry, little Christmas with two 
flavorful dinner buffets at Kuhio Beach Grill.  Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort & Spa will offer a festive array 
complete with all the trimmings on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, and Christmas Day, December 25. 

Executive Chef Brendan Mahoney is serving up a 
feast fit for Santa and his elves in the Kuhio Beach 
Grill on Christmas Eve from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
and on Christmas Day for an additional hour from 
4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

The price for guests and kama¹aina are $38.95 for 
adults and $18.95 for children ages five through 12. 
Children ages four and under will dine FREE when 
accompanied by a paying adult.  Complimentary 
validated and self-parking will be available. 

Reservations are highly recommended. Call the 
Kuhio Beach Grill, Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & 
Spa, at (808) 922-6611. 

 

A pink Christmas promised at The Royal Hawaiian 
 

The elegant Surf Room of  The Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel opens for brunch and dinner on both Christmas 

Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

Waikīkī Improvement Association 
Volume VIII, No. 48 

ShakaNet completes Internet access project 5 

Underkoffler senior vice president of Aqua Hotels 6 

Waikīkī hula show at Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound  6 

Waikīkī parade watch 7 

Inside this issue: 

Waikīkī prepares for the holidays 

Nov 29, 2007  —  Dec 6, 2007 

continued on page 2 

http://www.naleo.net
http://www.worldsound.com


 

Page 2 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 2 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

p.m. at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.  At just $89 per 
person, the Christmas day menu offers a gourmet 
selection including: Crab crusted sea bass, carrot and 
uni sauce, and braised baby romaine lettuce; Herb 
roasted beef tenderloin, black truffle parsnips, boursin 
cream and raspberry balsamic pearl onions; Pan 
seared diver scallops, morel cassoulet, butter poached 
asparagus and blood orange emulsion.  For 
reservations or more information, call the Dining 
Reservation Desk at 921-4600 or email 
tdrc.waikiki@sheraton.com. 
 

 

Celebrate Christmas with the Sheraton Princess 
Kaiulani  
 

Christmas is sure to be full of good cheer at 
Sheraton Princess Ka‘iulani. Bring family and friends 
for a special holiday meal at Pikake Terrance for a 
Christmas brunch buffet from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
$34.50 per adult, $17.25 per child (5-12 years). 
Pikake Terrace will also offer a Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Night dinner buffet from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. at $39.50 per adult, $19.75 per child (5-12 years) 
featuring holiday favorites including traditional 
Christmas turkey served with stuffing, giblet 
gravy and fresh cranberry sauce. 

For reservations call The Dining Reservation 
Center at (808) 921-4600. 
 

Authors appear for signings at Hilton’s new Ohana 
Library and Reading Room  

 

At the Ohana Library and Reading Room in the 
Ali‘i Plaza area adjacent to the Ali‘i Tower, several 
renowned authors and artists with Hawaii ties will be 
on hand at 7:00 p.m. on these dates: 

• December 1 &17 – Jim Becker. As a newsman 
who has traveled the world, Becker has collected 
a wealth of experiences and stories which he 
chronicles in Saints, Sinners & Shortstops. 

• December 2 & 21 – Patricia Wood. Author of the 
novel Lottery. 

• December 3 &14 – Makana Risser Chai. Makana 
Risser Chai, a licensed massage therapist, 
authored the landmark book Na Mo‘olelo 
Lomilomi: The Traditions of Hawaiian Massage 
and Healing.  

Eve and Christmas day. On Christmas Eve enjoy a 
dinner buffet with your family at $55 per adult, $27 
per child (6-12 years), first seating at 5:30, 6:00 and 
6:30 p.m., second seating at 8:00, 8:30 and 9:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day brunch and dinner buffet is offered for 
$50 per adult and $25 per child.  Brunch buffet 
seating times are 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., first dinner 
seating times are at 5:30, 6:00 and 6:30 p.m. and the 
second seating times are at 8:00, 8:30 and 9:00 p.m. 

For reservations call The Dining Reservation 
Center at 921-4600 or send an email to 
tdrc.waikiki@sheraton.com. 

 

Choirs perform at Hilton Hawaiian Village 
 

For much of the month of December, there’ll be 
choir performances in the main lobby of Hilton 
Hawaiian Village. The festivities kick off on Monday, 
December 3 when the Kapalama Elementary choir 
performs in the main lobby at 5 p.m.  Other holiday 
choir performances will take place in the main lobby 
from 5 to 6 p.m.: 

• Tuesday, December 4 – Na Keiki O Manana 

• Wednesday, December 5 – Na Leo Lani Singers 

• Thursday, December 6 – St. Elizabeth School 

• Monday, December 10 – St. John The Baptist 
Catholic School 

• Tuesday, December 11 – The Tap Company 

• Wednesday, December 12 – Pearl City 
Elementary 

• Thursday, December 13 – Gleeman Plus 
Honolulu 

• Monday, December 17 – Na Mele O Suzuki 

• Tuesday, December 18 – The Tap Company 

• Wednesday, December 19 – Hawaii Chorale with 
Aaron Mahi 

• Thursday, December 20 – Diamond Head 
Theater’s Shooting Stars 

 

A Merry Christmas Feast at The Hanohano Room  
 

Waikiki’s culinary wonderland, the Hanohano 
Room, will make this Christmas merry and bright for 
your family with an extravagant four-course dinner on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day from 5:30 to 9:30 
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psychic, Parker is also recognized throughout 
the world for her work on dreams, and her book, 
Understanding Your Dreams. 

• December 23 & 30 – Charley Memminger. 
Charley Memminger’s Hey Waiter, There’s An 
Umbrella In My Drink! – Tales from the Tropics 
by Hawai’i’s Favorite Humorist! includes 
reflections on things unique to Hawaii presented 
with wit and humor. 

• December 26 – Jane Porter. Porter is an award-
winning novelist and full-time fiction writer who 
spent much of her high school and college years 
abroad, studying in South Africa, Japan and 
Ireland. 

• December 29 – Dr. Kent M. Keith. Dr. Kent M. 
Keith is known nationally and internationally as 
the author of the Paradoxical 
Commandments.  Keith is a dynamic speaker 
and writer whose mission is to help people find 
personal meaning in a crazy world. 

 

The Village employees put on a craft fair  
 

Hilton’s Annual Employee Craft Fair takes place 
on the main lobby concourse near the Village Green 
from Friday, December 7th through Sunday, 
December 9th. Fair hours are from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
on Friday and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on both 
Saturday and Sunday. 

 

Celebrate Christmas the Hawaiian way, beachside 
at Ocean Terrace  
 

Feast beachside with a fabulous meal at Sheraton 
Waikiki’s Ocean Terrace.  On Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day, enjoy a holiday dinner buffet with 
your family at $48.95 per adult, $22 per child (6-12 
years), available from 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  With 
stunning views of Diamond Head, the open-air Ocean 
Terrace provides the perfect setting to enjoy a leisurely 
meal while the sun sets along the world’s most famous 
beach.  For reservations call the dining Reservation 
Center at 921-4600 or send an email to 
tdrc.waikiki@sheraton.com. 
 

 
 
 

• December 4 & 20 – Ian MacMillan. Ian 
MacMillan has published short stories and three 
major Hawai‘i novels, most recently The Seven 
Orchids.  

• December 5 & 19 – Shelly Mecum. In Mecum’s 
book The Watercolor Cat, she tells local artist 
Peggy Chun’s inspirational story of battling Lou 
Gehrig’s disease through the eyes of Peggy’s 
beloved cat, Boo. 

• December 6 &18 – Waimea Williams. Author of 
Aloha, Kauai, an insightful novel of the daily 
experiences of the children of the ‘50s. 

• December 7 – Robert Mann. A forensic 
anthropologist, in his remarkable casebook, 
Forensic Detective, Mann offers an in-depth 
behind-the-scenes portrait of his sometimes 
gruesome, frequently dangerous, and always 
compelling profession. 

• December 8 & 16 – Kim Taylor Reece. Kim 
Taylor Reece is one of Hawaii’s foremost fine art 
photographers and his work captures the 
mystery and magic of hula kahiko. 

• December 9 & 15 – Denby Fawcett. Now a 
prominent Honolulu television reporter, Fawcett 
is one of the nine women who talk candidly 
about their professional and deeply personal 
experiences as young reporters who lived, 
worked, and loved surrounded by war. 

• December 10 & 27 – Tom Coffman. One of 
Hawaii’s most prominent historians and 
filmmakers. 

• December 11 & 28 – Kaui Hart Hemmings. 
Hemmings wrote The Descendants, a book that 
explores a rare view of Hawaii and is a 
breakthrough for contemporary Hawaiian 
literature. 

• December 12 – Wally “Famous” Amos. Wally 
Amos, founder of “Famous Amos” Cookies, is 
credited with being the father of the gourmet 
cookie industry.  An inspiring public speaker, 
Amos shares his insights on managing change 
and overcoming adversity. 

• December 13 – Stuart Coleman. His book Eddie 
Would Go is the classic story of Eddie Aikau, a 
Hawaiian surfer hero. 

• December 22 – Alice Ann Parker. Identified by 
Honolulu Magazine as Hawaii’s best known 
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island fruits on the cold side; and Asian braised beef 
short ribs, seafood gratin and baked oysters from the 
hot selections.  An all-new carved station will feature 
slow-roasted Black Angus prime rib with spicy 
horseradish and au jus, and salmon en croûte with 
creamy dill sauce.  The dessert station will feature 
many holiday favorites including holiday bread 
pudding and white Christmas chocolate cake.  Both 
the Rainbow Lanai Christmas Eve and Christmas 
dinner buffets cost $56 each for adults and $29 each 
for children under the age of 12. 

Diners craving a taste of the Orient can enjoy 
Christmas Eve and Christmas dinner at Golden 
Dragon in the Rainbow Tower from 6 to 9:30 p.m.  
These dinners will start off with crabmeat egg roll, 
golden phoenix shrimp and barbecued island pork 
char siu appetizer; imperial seafood soup; then the 
main courses include stir-friend lobster tail with 
ginger onion sauce; beef tenderloin with asparagus in 
oyster sauce, kung pao ocean scallops; fillet of 
opakapaka with Shanghai sauce; Golden Dragon 
friend rice and a dessert of chestnut yule log with 
lychee ice cream.  This dinner costs $62 for adults 
and $33 for children under the age of 12. 

Diners are invited to further enjoy their holiday 
dining at Golden Dragon from December 26 to 
December 30 between 6 and 9:30 p.m.  Diners will 
begin their culinary journey with bon bon chicken, 
shrimp mousse, eggplant on crispy bread, and a 
crabmeat with mushroom and tofu soup.  The main 
courses include jumbo shrimp with black bean sauce, 
mu shu turkey, beef tenderloin with sugar peas in 
oyster sauce, crispy walnut scallops and Hong Kong 
fried rice, while the dessert is a banana fitter with 
coconut ice cream.  This dinner costs $50 for adults 
and $26 for children under the age of 12; there is also 
a minimum of two persons per party for this menu. 

To make reservations at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, call the hotel at (808) 949-4321, and ask for 
dining reservations at ext. 39. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flavors of the season come alive at Hilton 
Hawaiian Village’s four restaurants 
 

Bali by the Sea, Hilton’s award-winning culinary 
landmark, will present its Christmas menu between 6 
and 9:30 p.m. on both Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.  The dinner begins with ahi tartar with caviar, 
creamy chestnut soup, and arugula salad.  Diners will 
then have a choice between the following entrées:  
seared hamachi with Kahuku sweet corn with 
Hamakua mushroom risotto and Kona lobster sauce; 
marinated venison with sweet potato puree; and 
grilled angus filet mignon with braised Maui onion 
and roasted shallots.  The cost is $87 for adults and 
$45 for children under the age of 12.  The dinner will 
end on a truly sweet note with a dessert featuring a 
santa trio, mini chocolate peppermint yule log, sleigh 
of hazelnut praline mousse and apple and cranberry 
in phyllo dough. 

At the Village Steak & Seafood Restaurant in the 
Tapa Tower, a four-course extravaganza awaits diners 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day from 5:30 to 
9:30 p.m.  A lobster bisque provides the meal’s first 
taste, then the dinner moves onto the maple cranberry 
poached pear and Big Island Hirabara green salad 
with Hamakua tomato, candied walnut and 
gorgonzola cheese; for their entrée, diners can choose 
between a 10-ounce certified Black Angus prime rib 
with baked potato or garlic mashed potatoes; 
rosemary garlic marinated roasted tenderloin and 
shrimp scampi, maple mustard crusted baked chicken 
with stuffed wild mushroom, and pan-seared smoked 
island fish and tiger taro shrimp with Hamakua 
mushroom brown rice risotto.  Dessert includes a 
chestnut mont blanc yule log and pistachio mousse 
with chocolate tulip with orange sauce.  The cost of 
this dinner is $64 for adults and $38 for children 
under the age of 12. 

For those who like buffet dinners, Rainbow Lanai 
Restaurant in the Rainbow Tower will feature different 
buffets – one on Christmas Eve, and another one 
Christmas Day.  On December 24, get ready for 
Santa’s arrival by indulging between 5:30 and 9:30 
p.m. Among the Christmas Eve dinner buffet 
selections at Rainbow Lanai are roasted beet salad, 
smoked fish with smoke salmon and ahi, fresh 
spinach salad, ahi poke, domestic and imported 
cheeses and maki sushi. 

The following evening, Rainbow Lanai’s Christmas 
dinner buffet will offer a diverse mix of hot and cold 
selections similar to the Christmas Eve buffet, with 
the addition of a number of items including seafood 
salad, herbed mango chutney chicken salad and fresh 
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End the year on the Star of Honolulu’s New Year's 
Eve cruise 
 

Celebrate New Year's Eve aboard the Star of 
Honolulu!  You'll enjoy spectacular views of the 
fireworks at Aloha Tower Marketplace and along the 
Waikiki coastline, a champagne toast, special party 
favors, a delicious dinner, live entertainment and 
dancing into 2008!   

Cruise packages are available from $145 and up. 
 A new New Year's Eve sunset cruise is also available! 
The Star of Honolulu departs from Aloha Tower 
Marketplace, Pier 8. 

For reservations or more information, call 983-
STAR (7827) or visit www.starofhonolulu.com.  

Waikīkī prepares for the holidays 
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The Star of Honolulu 

“We are very pleased to be able to provide this 
service to the Kahului Airport and travelers on Maui,” 
said Meeta Vu, President of ShakaNet, Inc. 

For $6.95, a user can connect on the Wi-Fi 
network for 2 hours at the airport. For $8.95, a user 
can surf for an entire day. Customers can use their 
ShakaNet Wi-Fi or kiosk accounts at any of the 
company’s over 40 locations. Under the lease 
agreement, ShakaNet has exclusive rights to provide 
the service at Kahului for 7 years. 

“The Kahului Airport is a wonderful addition to 
our portfolio of locations. Each location that is added, 
increases the value to all of our locations, because our 
customers will have more places to be able to user 
their accounts,” adds Vu. “This is one of our biggest 
installations and our team did a great job. With our 
in-room projects and the airports we have completed 
some of the largest Wi-Fi deployments in Hawaii.” 

For more information go to www.shaka.net, send a 
message to info@shaka.net, or call (866) SHAKANET. 

ShakaNet, Hawai’i’s largest Wireless Internet, 
Service Provider (WISP) has completed their Kahului 
Airport Internet access project. Travelers with laptops 
can connect to the pay-per-use wireless Internet 
access (Wi-Fi) at any gate area. People who do not 
have their own Laptop can use one of 27 Internet 
kiosks throughout the airport. 

WIA member ShakaNet completes  
Kahului Airport Internet access project 

http://www.starofhonolulu.com
http://www.shaka.net
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to Aqua’s inventory for a total of 10 hotels in Waikiki, 
positioning the company as #8 in a recent Hawaii poll 
of the ‘Fastest 50’ growing companies in 2007. 

As Aqua’s most senior operating officer, 
Underkoffler’s responsibilities run throughout the 
organization, with primary focus on product quality 
and integrity, customer satisfaction, owner relations, 
human resources, financial performance and business 
development.   

Immediately prior to joining Aqua, Underkoffler 
was Controller for the historic Fairmont Miramar 
Hotel in Santa Monica.  He has also held management 
positions at such notable brands as Sheraton, 
Wyndham, Westin, Marriott and W Hotels. 

Underkoffler graduated from Shippensburg 
University in Pennsylvania in with a degree in 
accounting and data processing.  

 

Mike Paulin, owner and CEO of 
Aqua Hotels & Resorts, recently 
announced the promotion of Guy 
Underkoffler to Senior Vice 
President. 

“Guy has been one of the most 
influential team members during 
our phenomenal growth the past 
several years,” said Paulin.  “He is 

poised to lead Aqua into our next growth phase which 
plans to add several hotels in the near future.”   

Underkoffler joined Aqua Hotels and Resorts as 
Controller in March 2003 when the company operated 
two properties – Aqua Waikiki Marina and Aqua 
Bamboo and Spa.  His previous experience converting 
and assessing the potential of newly-acquired hotels, 
while at Interstate Hotel Corporation and Starwood 
Hotels, helped initiate structure and development of 
Aqua’s strategic growth plan.  To date, implementation 
of the program has successfully added eight properties 

Guy Underkoffler promoted  
to senior vice president of Aqua Hotels 

Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the months of November and December: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Hālau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Friday, November 30:  Kale Pawai and Hālau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, December 1:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A O Hula 

Sunday, December 2:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

 Friday, December 7:  Moana Chang and the Aloha 
Boat Days Show 

Saturday, December 8:  Coline Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Sunday, December 9:  Twyla Mendez and Halau Na 
Pua ‘Ale 

Friday, December 14:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

 

 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

December 2, 2007 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
9:00AM Ends  

SAMS MEMORIAL 5K RUN sponsored by sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific 
Roadrunners Club. They expect to have 200 runners.  It will start on 
Monsarrat Ave. near Waikiki Shell, to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to 
Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., end at Honolulu Marathon 
finish/Kapiolani Bandstand.  Contact: John Simonds 373-3609, E-mail 
simondsj001@hawaii.rr.com   For more info, visit their website: 
http://www.mprrc.com/  

December 2, 2007 Sunday 
11:00AM Starts  

1:00PM Ends  

STREET BIKERS UNITED-TOYS FOR TOTS CARAVAN sponsored by Street 
Bikers United Hawaii. The event is expected to have 4,000 motorcycles.  It will 
start at Magic Island, to Ala Moana Blvd., to Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat 
Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd. to end at Kapiolani Community College-DH 
campus.  Contact:  Ray Pagan 282-6419  E-mail:  onerican@hawaii.rr.com  

December 6, 2007 Thursday 
8:00AM Starts  
10:00AM Ends  

LEGENDS 5K RUN part of Honolulu Marathon Series, sponsored by Honolulu 
Marathon Association. They expect to have 400 runners.  It will start on 
Kalakaua Ave., near Queen Kapiolani Park Bandstand, to Monsarrat Ave., to 
Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., 
end at Honolulu Marathon finish/Kapiolani Bandstand. Contact:  Honolulu 
Marathon Assn. 734-7200, Fax: 732-7057  For more info, visit their website:  
http://www.honolulumarathon.org/   

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 
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