
 

The sound of the pu kani, or conch, heralded the 
Papahana Wehena, or opening ceremony of The Royal 
Grove at Royal Hawaiian Shopping. Led by the 
Center’s Cultural Director Manu Boyd, the celebration 
included mele and hula to signal the awakening of this 
new cultural gathering place in a fitting tribute to the 
birthday of the Merrie Monarch, King David Kalākaua. 

“We are thrilled to open The Royal Grove for 
everyone to enjoy,” said Rosalind Schurgin, executive 
vice president of The Festival Companies. “This is a 
major milestone in the completion of the Center’s 
revitalization and it is quite exciting to be able to now 
offer this unique open gathering space to Waikiki for 
entertainment, cultural learning and overall 
enjoyment. We believe this is just the beginning of the 
excitement that is to come as we continue to open 
more and more of the Center. It is truly a place for 
both visitors and kama‘āina to come together and feel 
the spirit of Hawai’i.” 

The lush green berm that now fronts Kalākaua 
Avenue was filled with a mixed crowd of more than 
100 visitors and locals who stopped to enjoy the 
festive ceremony on Friday, November 16th. In 
addition to a chant of welcome by Boyd, the program 
also included speeches by key members of the 
Center’s revitalization team including Kamehameha 
Schools CEO Dee Jay Mailer and Rosalind Schurgin, 
executive vice president of The Festival Companies, 
which is managing and developing the Center. The 
Center’s Assistant Cultural Director Moea DeFries 
served as emcee and Marleen Akau, general manager 
for Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center also welcomed 
the crowd to the exciting new addition to the Center. 
Kamehameha Schools Kahu Kordell Kekoa offered the 
ho’omaika’i, or blessing and dedication. Dancers from 
Halau o ke A’ali’i Ku Makani paid tribute to the 

original coconut grove of Helumoa and the rooster 
Ka’auhelemoa, who is said to have begun the Grove 
which is now recreated on the same land at the 
Center, with a hula ‘ala’apapa or traditional hula 
entitled "Pa Ka Makani". King Kalakaua was also 
honored with the hula ‘ala’apapa "Makani Kona". 

The celebration continued throughout the 
weekend with the premiere of the Kahikuonalani Arts 
Festival, a gathering of Native Hawaiian artists who 
showcased traditional and contemporary arts and 
culture. Activities included hands-on demonstrations, 
exhibits, a marketplace perfect for early holiday 
shopping, keiki activities, music and hula 
performances.  
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Dancers from Halau o ke A'ali'i Ku Makani perform a 
hula as part of the blessing ceremonies. (Photo courtesy 
of Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center) 
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• December 25 —Christmas Day Dinner Buffet. 
Feast on all-you-can-eat dining featuring 
traditional turkey and stuffing complemented with 
Hawaii-infused cuisine on Christmas Eve.  Priced 
at $38.95 per adult and $18.95 per child aged 5 to 
12 years old (excluding tax and gratuity).  Kids 
ages 4 and under eat free with paying adult. 4:00-
10:00 p.m. 

• Every Saturday in December. Moana Terrace¹s 
“Old Hawaiian Nights” concert series is the perfect 
place to rekindle memories of traditional Hawaiian 
music superbly performed by some of Hawaii¹s 
greatest musicians and singers. Catch a different 
performance every Saturday, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

 

For more information on Marriott activities, call 
(808) 922-6611 or visit www.marriottwaikiki.com. 

 

Entertainment at the International Market Place 
food court stage 

 

• Every Sundays and Thursdays - Greg & Junko 
MacDonald (Steel Drum Music) from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. 

•  Fridays and Saturdays (only for the month of 
December) - Voyage Through Polynesia from 8:30 
p.m. to 9:15 p.m. 

•  Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays (only for 
the month of December) - My Hawaiian Christmas 
show (Derek Daniels Production) from 8:30 p.m. to 
9:15 p.m. 

 

Celebrate a royal Christmas at the Monarch Room 
 

T’is the season to celebrate with those you love, 
and what better way than with a pink Christmas at 
The Royal Hawaiian Hotel. The elegant Monarch Room 
is open for brunch on Christmas day. Enjoy a 
luxurious buffet with your family at $50 per adult, 
$25 per child (6-12 years), seating at 10.00 a.m., 
11:00 am. and 1:00 p.m. 

For reservations call The Dining Reservation 
Center at 921-4600 or send an email to 
tdrc.waikiki@sheraton.com. 

 

Hyatt Regency Waikiki offers free Santa’s 
Workshop 

 

The holiday season is in full 
swing and the lobby of the 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort 
& Spa has been transformed 
into Santa’s Workshop.  From 
December 17 –21 from 3 – 5 
p.m., kids of all ages will have 
the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of fun and free 
craft activities.  Guests, non-
guests and kama’aina are all 
invited to join in on the 
festivities. 

The activities will vary by day, 
and will include:  Santa and angel ornament making, 
Christmas tree ornament painting, dolphin and lei 
ornament painting, and shell picture frame making.  
These activities will be coordinated by Kama’aina Kids. 

Kids will also revel in viewing the largest 
Christmas tree in Waikiki, with a towering 18’ Noble 
Fir on display in the resort’s Great Hall. 

For more information about the Hyatt Regency 
Waikiki Resort & Spa, please visit the resort’s website 
at waikiki.hyatt.com or contact the sales department 
at 808-923-1234. 

 

Holiday activities at Waikiki Beach Marriott  
 

• December 7 — the Hokuloa Singers of Iolani 
School. The “Super Stars” of Iolani School and 
have performed for dignitaries from around the 
world. Kealohilani Garden Courtyard, 7:00 p.m. 

• December 15 —Halau O Napuala Ikauika Iu 

• Keiki hula performance under the direction of 
Kumu Hula Sallie Yoza from Waipahu, Oahu. 
Kealohilani Garden Courtyard, 5:00 p.m. 

• December 21 —Special Associate Hula 
Performance. Na Pua Nani O Kekuhina Hawai‘i, 
Moana Terrace, noon. 

• December 24 — Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet. 
Feast on all-you-can-eat dining featuring 
traditional turkey and stuffing complemented with 
Hawaii-infused cuisine on Christmas Eve.  Priced 
at $38.95 per adult and $18.95 per child aged 5 to 
12 years old (excluding tax and gratuity).  Kids 
ages 4 and under eat free with paying adult. 5:00-
10:00 p.m. 

More holiday festivities in Waikiki 

http://www.marriottwaikiki.com
mailto:waikiki@sheraton.com
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Translated as “House Befitting Heaven,” 
Halekulani has been long known for its ultimate 
luxury and superb service standards. Excellence at 
Halekulani is not an aspiration but an ongoing service 
commitment. Halekulani’s service philosophy is 
founded strongly on delivering matchless guest 
experience paired with knowledgeable and 
personalized service. 

 

 Halekūlani was announced the winner of the 
highly coveted “2007 Leaders Club Gold Award” for 
exemplary customer service at the recent Leading 
Hotels of the World, Ltd., 2007 International 
Convention held in Monte Carlo, Monaco. 

The Leaders Club is an exclusive guest loyalty and 
recognition program of the Leading Hotels of the 
World, Ltd (LHW). Winners of the 10th Annual 
Leader’s Club Awards were selected from responses to 
post-stay questionnaires and letters received by the 
Leaders Club Services Department from LHW Club 
members themselves.  

“It is apparent from the guest satisfaction surveys 
and letters of appreciation we have received from our 
Leaders Club members, that Halekulani has justly 
earned the coveted Gold Award,” said Paul M. 
McManus, President & CEO of The Leading Hotels of 
the World, Ltd. “As the winner of the 10th Annual 
2007 Leaders Club Gold Award, Halekulani welcomes 
its guests with the true spirit of “Aloha.”  With its 
legendary tradition of decades of warm, gracious 
service the hotel can rightfully be considered “The 
House Befitting Heaven.”   

A long standing member of The Leading Hotels of 
the World, Halekulani was bestowed with the 
organization’s Quality Award in 2005. As the world’s 
foremost authority for grading and inspecting hotels, 
The Leading Hotels of the World, Ltd. established the 
Commitment to Quality Awards as the benchmark for 
global luxury standards in the hospitality industry.  

“We are extremely proud of this award,” said Janis 
Clapoff, General Manager of Halekulani. “Being 
recognized as the finest amongst a very distinguished 
group of hotels is a great honor. It is very rewarding to 
know that Halekulani’s commitment to gracious 
hospitality is held in such high regards by our guests 
and truly one of the greatest compliments we have 
received at the property.” 

Halekūlani wins prestigious Leaders Club Award 

Marc A. Hayek (left), CEO of Blancpain, presents a 
classic time piece to Halekulani Corporation Vice 
President of Sales & Marketing, Jim Pedone (right). 
(Photo courtesy of Halekulani Corporation and Leading 
Hotels of the World, Ltd.) 

Honolulu Zoo Society offers twilight tours 
What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a 
stroll to the Honolulu Zoo and 
learn the sort of monkey business 
that goes on after hours. Learn 
about the lives of the Zoo's 
remarkable citizens.  Tours are 
held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. every 

Saturday evening! It's a fun evening of education never 
experienced by day visitors. Special arrangements can 
be made for large groups. Families are welcome. The 
tours are appropriate for all ages 5 to 105!  Please 

purchase tickets in advance from the Honolulu Zoo 
Society (HZS) by calling 971-7195.  Walk-ups are 
welcome if space is available - meet at the Front 
Entrance at 5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

 

http://www.honzoosoc.org
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With close proximity to world-class shopping and 
dining and just steps to Waikiki Beach, Hotel Renew 
is poised to become one of Oahu’s most treasured 
gems, offering guests a completely new concept in the 
world of travel and hospitality.  The property is being 
designed by acclaimed designer Jiun Ho who is 
creating a casually elegant oasis of tranquility – a 
subtle and calming contrast to the vibrant energy of 
Waikiki. 

For more information, please visit the hotel 
website at www.hotelrenew.com or 
www.aquaresorts.com.  For reservations, see your 
preferred travel agent or call Aqua toll free at 1-866-
406-2782.   

Aqua Hotels and Resorts announces  
Ocean Tower Hotel changes its name to Hotel Renew 
Elizabeth Churchill, vice president of sales and 

marketing for Aqua Hotels and Resorts, is pleased to 
announce that Ocean Tower Hotel, located at 129 
Paoakalani Avenue, has officially changed its name to 
Hotel Renew as of December 1, 2007.  The property 
will become the first hotel in Aqua’s new Elite brand 
and Oahu’s first true designer boutique hotel, offering 
the utmost in personalized service and innovative 
business and entertainment technology.  The hotel is 
currently rated #1 on TripAdvisor. 

http://www.hotelrenew.com
http://www.aquaresorts.com
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Lopianetzky began working in restaurants when 
he was 14 years old in Chicago. He worked at Bobby 
McGee's restaurants in Arizona and California before 
moving to food and beverage management at the 
Sheraton Newport Beach, California and then 
eventually accepting a position with Bobby McGee's in 
Hawaii. His background also includes positions as 
Regional General Manager at Ruth's Chris Steak 
House in Lahaina, Maui and Regional Food & 
Beverage Director at Hawaiian Hotels & Resorts. In 
addition, he was the Corporate Executive Chef for 
HTH Corporation and Sous Chef for Nick's 
Fishmarket. 

Lopianetzky received numerous awards for his 
work including first and second place titles at the 
Taste of Lahaina in three consecutive years. He earned 
a degree in culinary arts from Triton College in River 
Grover, Illinois and received certification from the 
AHMA (American Hotel & Motel Association) as a Food 
and Beverage Executive. 

 

HTH Corporation has promoted 
John Lopianetzky to General 
Manager of Pacific Beach Hotel. He 
will be responsible for overseeing 
the daily operations of the 837-
room oceanfront hotel in Waikiki. 

Lopianetzky served as the hotel's 
Director of Food & Beverage since 

August 2003. He was responsible for overseeing the 
front and back of the house in Pacific Beach Hotel's 
Food & Beverage Division managing a staff of more 
than 250 employees. Prior to joining Pacific Beach 
Hotel, Lopianetzky served as a chef instructor at 
Kapiolani Community College's Culinary Institute of 
the Pacific. 

"John has excellent leadership qualities and 
extensive experience in management positions," said 
Robert "Mick" Minicola, HTH Corporation Regional 
Vice President of Operations. "He has been an asset to 
Pacific Beach Hotel since he came on board and will 
continue to help us exceed the expectations of our 
hotel guests," he continued. 

HTH Corporation promotes John Lopianetzky  
to General Manager of Pacific Beach Hotel 

airline business never seem to tire of looking after 
people and serving them with a smile,” Banmiller said. 

“Aloha Airlines is fortunate to have many flight 
attendants who have kept alive that tradition of ‘old-
time’ customer service,” Banmiller added. “No one has 
been with us as long as Patti, and after so many years 
of dedication to our company and the people of 
Hawaii, we wish her well as she retires from active 
duty.” 

“Patti’s dedication to Aloha Airlines has set a 
standard we should all strive for,” said Gail Kim-Moe, 
fellow Aloha flight attendant and Master Executive 
Council president for the Association of Flight 
Attendants-CWA (AFA-CWA). “She has been an 
advocate for the flight attendant profession and her 
long and distinguished career is a true testament of 
her professionalism and dedication.” 

 
 
 
 

 

Aloha Airlines salutes Patti Smart  
for 50 years of Aloha in the sky 

She was in her teens when she began a career as a 
flight attendant with Aloha Airlines, and for the past 
half century, Patti Smart has epitomized the Aloha 
Spirit in Hawaii’s skies. 

Smart, who started service on Aloha’s DC-3 
propeller-driven planes before Hawaii was a state, is 
hanging up her wings. She has been with Aloha 
continuously since she was hired on January 28, 
1957.  She helped introduce Hawaii’s inter-island 
travelers to jet travel in the 1960s and helped launch 
Aloha’s award-winning transpacific service in the year 
2000. 

Her last flight, from Orange County, California, to 
Honolulu, on November 30, was greeted by an 
enthusiastic crowd of well-wishers at Gate 50. 

 “Patti began flying for Aloha in an era when inter-
island flights were longer and  attendants got to know 
their customers well,” said David A. Banmiller, 
president and chief executive officer. “Over the years, 
Patti and fellow Aloha flight attendants developed a 
gracious way of treating passengers with care, whether 
they were local people or world-famous celebrities,” 
said Banmiller. “These veterans who grew with the 
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound, 
near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki.  

These are outdoor performances with seating on 
the grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras 
are welcome.   

Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 

For the months of December: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays:  Joan "Aunty Pudgie" 
Young and Puamelia 

Wednesdays:  Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Hālau Ka 
Liko Ka Palai 

Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Saturday, December 1:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A O Hula 

Sunday, December 2:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

 Friday, December 7:  Moana Chang and the Aloha 
Boat Days Show 

Saturday, December 8:  Coline Aiu and Halau Hula O 
Maiki 

Sunday, December 9:  Twyla Mendez and Halau Na 
Pua ‘Ale 

Friday, December 14:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, December 15:  Lilinoe Lindsey and Ka Pa 
Nani O Lilinoe 

Sunday, December 16:  Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Friday, December 21:  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 

Saturday, December 22:  Shirley Recca and Halau 
Hula O Namakahulali 

Sunday, December 23:  Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke 
Kia'i A O Hula 

 Friday, December 28:  Harmony Brighter and Halau 
Hula Ho’ohenoikaualililehua 

Saturday, December 29:  Michael & James Dela Cruz 
and Hula Halau O Na 'Opio Me Na Kupuna O Ko'olau 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

December 6, 2007 Thursday 
8:00AM Starts  
10:00AM Ends  

LEGENDS 5K RUN part of Honolulu Marathon Series, sponsored by Honolulu 
Marathon Association. They expect to have 400 runners.  It will start on 
Kalakaua Ave., near Queen Kapiolani Park Bandstand, to Monsarrat Ave., to 
Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., 
end at Honolulu Marathon finish/Kapiolani Bandstand. Contact:  Honolulu 
Marathon Assn. 734-7200, Fax: 732-7057  For more info, visit their website:  
http://www.honolulumarathon.org/   

December 6, 2007 Thursday 
6:00PM Starts  
11:00PM Ends  

2100 KALAKAUA AVENUE BLOCK PARTY sponsored by HSH 2100, 
LLC/Waikiki Improvement Association.  The event is expected to have 1,000+ 
participants.  The event will close Kalaimoku St., all traffic/sidewalk araes, 
from Kalakaua and Kuhio Aves. Contact:  Brenda Morey 955-2828 or Rick 
Egged 923-1094.  E-mail:  brenda.morey@cbre.comj or 
rickegged@waikikiimprovement.com   

December 9, 2007 Sunday 
4:55AM Starts  
3:00PM Ends  

HONOLULU MARATHON sponsored by Honolulu Marathon Association. They 
expect to have 35,000+ runners.  It will start on Ala Moana Blvd., near Queen 
St., to Ala Moana Blvd., ewa bound, to Nuuanu Ave., to King St., to Kapiolani 
Blvd., to Piikoi St., to Ala Moana Blvd., to Kalakaua Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to 
Paki Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to 18th Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to Waialae Ave., 
to Kalanianaole Hwy., to Hawaii Kai Dr., to Keahole St. to Kalanianaole Hwy., 
to Kealaolu Ave., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., end 
at Honolulu Marathon finish/Kapiolani Bandstand. Roadways closed: 1)H1 
Freeway closed at Waialae Ave. off ramp to Aina Koa Ave., 2)Kalanianaole 
Hwy., makai half closed for runners, between Aina Koa Ave. & Kawaihae St., 
mauka half converted to contra flow, 3)Kalanianaole Hwy., all lanes closed, 
between Kawaihao St. to Keahole St., Contact:  Honolulu Marathon Assn. 
734-7200 Fax: 732-7057  For more info, visit their website:  
http://www.honolulumarathon.org/     

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

http://www.honolulumarathon.org
mailto:morey@cbre.comj
mailto:rickegged@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.honolulumarathon.org
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com

