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WIA Members Sponsor New Year's Fireworks Show to Kick Off 2009 
 

Mahalo to Waikīkī Improvement Association (WIA) members who supported the wonderful Waikīkī New Year's  
Fireworks Show—the largest display in the State of Hawai‘i.  The fabulous show by America’s “first family of  
fireworks” - Fireworks by Grucci, was enjoyed by thousands of kama‘āina and visitors. 
 
The following generous sponsors made the event possible:   
 
HALEKULANI HOTEL   
OUTRIGGER ENTERPRISES GROUP   
KYO-YA WAIKIKI HOTELS 
HYATT REGENCY WAIKIKI RESORT & SPA   
RESORTQUEST HAWAII   
WAIKIKI BEACH MARRIOTT RESORT & SPA   
HALE KOA HOTEL   
INTERNATIONAL MARKET PLACE/QUEEN EMMA FOUNDATION   
HAWAII PRINCE HOTEL WAIKIKI   
ABC STORES LTD.   
ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER/THE FESTIVAL COMPANIES  
WAIKIKI SHOPPING PLAZA   
PACIFIC BEACH HOTEL (HTH CORP.)   
BANK OF HAWAII-WAIKIKI BRANCH   
FIRST HAWAIIAN BANK-WAIKIKI BRANCH   
CENTRAL PACIFIC BANK-WAIKIKI BRANCH   
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Happy New Year and, again, mahalo to the sponsors! 

Teresa Bright Lights Up The Royal Grove at  
Royal Hawaiian Center’s Second Saturday Kani Ka Pila Concert 
 

Enjoy a free monthly music concert in Waikīkī  
 
Royal Hawaiian Center continues its successful monthly Second Saturday Kani Ka Pila (to play music) concert  
series in January featuring Na Hoku Hanohano award winner, Teresa Bright.  The event kicks off with a  
traditional hula kahiko performance by Keolalaulani Halau Olapa O Laka and Kumu Hula Aloha Dalire. 
 
Teresa Bright has been singing since the age of 5.  She began her professional career with 
Steve Maii in a duo known as Steve and Teresa. 
 
They recorded three albums in their six years together  Catching a Wave, Ocean Blue and 
Intimately.  She launched her solo career in 1986, touring New Zealand, Fiji, Rarotonga and 
Russia.  Her first solo album was released in 1990.  Self Portrait has since been followed by 
many more exciting albums, several of which are Japan-only releases. 
 
WHERE:  Royal Hawaiian Center  The Royal Grove (Between Buildings B and C, along  
  Kalakaua Avenue) 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, January 10, 2009 
  7:00  7:20 p.m.   Keolalaulani Halau Olapa O Laka and Kumu Hula Aloha Dalire 
  7:30  8:30 p.m.   Teresa Bright 
 
PUBLIC PARKING:   Visit any restaurant or food court merchant and receive four hours of free validated parking at 
the Center through January 31, 2009. Restaurant and entertainment validations can also be combined with retail 
validations of $2 for two hours.  Special event validations of $5 after 5:00 p.m. are also available. No minimum 
purchase is required for validation. The garage entrance is accessible from Royal Hawaiian Avenue, or Don Ho 
Street off of Lewers Street. 
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Hilton Hawaii Celebrates “50 Years Of Aloha” 
 

Hilton Family Hawaii properties offer special package marking state’s golden jubilee  
 
In commemoration of Hawai‘i’s 50th year of statehood, Hilton Hawaii is offering a “50 Years of Aloha” package 
at two of its Waikīkī hotels:  Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa and Doubletree® Alana Hotel - 
Waikiki.   
 
The “50 Years of Aloha” package includes special room rates and several value-added features: 

 
Stay four nights at the best available rate and get the fifth night at $50  
 
Choice of one of the following per stay:  

$50 spa credit  
$50 dining credit  
$50 credit on beach craft rentals or beach activities (exact offer varies at each resort)  
 

 Keepsake memento of two State of Hawaii quarters in a collector’s case  
 
 Complimentary entrée in select restaurants for any guest born in 1959  

 
When travelers stay four nights at the four hotels, they will receive the fifth night at just $50.  Rates start at 
$219 at Hilton Hawaiian Village (left) and $149 at Doubletree Alana Hotel – Waikiki.   

The “50 Years of Aloha” package is available for stays through December 20, 2009.  Advance reservations are 
required and must be booked before April 30, 2009.  A minimum five-night stay is required.  Black-out dates 
do apply; rates are subject to local taxes and reservations are based on availability.   
 
The package can only be booked through travel professionals and requesting rate code “OX.”  (Rate code 
“OOX” for Doubletree Alana Hotel – Waikiki.)  For additional terms and conditions, visit 
www.hiltonfamilyhawaii.com/aloha.  Travel professionals can book the package directly on the 
www.HiltonTravelAgents.com site.   
 
Following its early years as a kingdom, then a territory, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill on 
March 18, 1959, which allowed for Hawai‘i to become a state.  Hawai‘i formally became the 50th state of the 
Union on August 21, 1959.    A year of commemorative events will take place throughout the state in 2009. 

http://www.hiltonfamilyhawaii.com/aloha
http://www.HiltonTravelAgents.com
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Hilton Grand Vacations is pleased to announce the 
opening of its newest Hawai‘i property, the Grand 
Waikikian. As a landmark addition to the world-
famous Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa, 
the all-suite resort will primarily accommodate owners 
and provide rental suites to visitors seeking 
residential-style accommodations.    

 
The 331-unit, all-suite 
Grand Waikikian™ by Hilton 
Grand Vacations Club® is 
the company’s fifth 
timeshare development in 
Hawaii. It joins the existing 
236-unit Lagoon Tower and 
72-unit Kalia Tower at the 
Hilton Hawaiian Village on 
Oahu, as well as the 120-
unit Hilton Grand Vacations 
Club at Waikoloa Beach 
Resort and recently opened 
198-unit Kings’ Land by 

Hilton Grand Vacations Club®, both located on the Big 
Island of Hawaii.          
 
“Waikīkī continues to ride a wave of renewal, and 
Hilton Grand Vacations is pleased to play a significant 
role in that story, bringing a luxurious new resort to 
one of the world’s most celebrated destinations and to 
Honolulu’s best stretch of beach,” said Mark Wang, 
president of Hilton Grand Vacations. “The Grand 
Waikikian is an iconic addition to our growing 
collection of resorts and will deliver an unparalleled 
vacation experience to our owners and guests.”  
 
The 38-story Grand Waikikian evokes the ambiance 
of a grand hotel, while offering the amenities and 
comforts of a world-class resort condominium. The 
resort features luxurious one-, two- and three-
bedroom suites designed with serenity and space in 
mind, including five floors of designated penthouses 
that offer spectacular views and a separate check-in 
area, concierge and lounge. Incorporated throughout 
each suite are a private outdoor lanai, upscale 
furnishings, modern full kitchen, washer and dryer, 
luxurious linens, flat-screen televisions, state-of-the-
art entertainment system, complimentary high-speed 
wireless Internet access, elegant bathroom fixtures 
with deep-soaking tub, and rich woods and stone 
details.  The resort’s new 5,000-square-foot pool, 
scheduled for completion in January 2009, will 
feature a waterslide, waterfalls and swim-through 
grotto terraces.  

The Grand Waikikian complements the surrounding 
22-acre oceanfront resort of Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
which features more than 90 shops and boutiques and 
a diverse, international selection of restaurants.  The 
Hilton’s beachfront Super Pool is the largest on the 
island of O‘ahu and transforms into a celebration of 
Hawaiian culture and entertainment on Friday 
evenings, culminating with a spectacular fireworks 
display.       
 
The Grand Waikikian is offering a Mahalo Package for 
guests wishing to book at the property and stay four 
or more consecutive nights. The Mahalo Package 
includes 10,000 Hilton HHonors® bonus points, 
double miles with one of more than 20 airlines, and a 
complimentary spa styled bathrobe.  This offer is valid 
for stays from now until June 15, 2009 for room rates 
starting at $349 per night and is based on availability.   
 
For reservations and a list of all participating airlines, 
visit www.HiltonFamilyHawaii.com/Mahalo or call  
1-800-HHONORS (1-800-446-6677) and ask for Plan 
Code H9.  
 
For more information about Grand Waikikian suites, 
please call 808-942-7694 or visit 
www.hiltongrandvacations.   
 
To book rental accommodations, call 888-875-4535 or 
visit www.hiltonfamilyhawaii.com.   
 

Hilton’s Grand Waikikian Resort Celebrates Opening 
 

The largest and most luxurious timeshare resort in Waikīkī  
welcomes its first guests on December 20 

 

http://www.HiltonFamilyHawaii.com/Mahalo
http://www.hiltonfamilyhawaii.com
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Aqua Hotels & Resorts offer  
“Obama-rama” special 

celebrating the first President 
from Hawai‘i  

 
Visitors encouraged to explore the 

island where Barack Obama grew up 
 
 Aqua Hotels & Resorts is celebrating President-elect 
Barack Obama’s victory with the “Obama-rama” 
package at all 12 Aqua Hotels in Waikīkī. 
 
“The people of Hawai‘i are very proud of Barack 
Obama’s island heritage and so are we,” said Elizabeth 
Churchill, Aqua’s VP Sales & Marketing. “Growing up 
and attending school on O‘ahu helped shape Obama 
into the fine leader he is today and we’ve developed a 
special package that shares insights on what being 
raised in a multi-cultural society is really all 
about.”  As Obama himself has said, “What’s best in 
me, and what’s best in my message, is consistent with 
the tradition of Hawai‘i.” 
 
Aqua’s “Obama-rama” special includes: 

 
• Rates starting from $159 per night for Aqua 

Boutique hotels and $139 per night for Aqua Lite 
properties  
 

• One book per room booked: “The Dream Begins – 
How Hawai‘i Shaped Barack Obama” by veteran 
Hawaii authors Stu Glauberman and Jerry Burris 

 
• Automatic compact rental car for each day 

booked (driver must be 25 years or older)  
 
“Recently, the Hawai‘i Visitors & Convention Bureau 
unveiled a microsite that shares where Obama likes to 
go and what he likes to see and do on O‘ahu,” added 
Churchill.  “It’s a list that visitors can easily duplicate 
if they are interested to see what our next President 
enjoys about Hawai‘i and the rental car allows them to 
explore the island at their leisure.”  Visit the site at 
www.gohawaii.com/about_hawaii/explore/Obama.  
 
The “Obama-rama” special is available through  
June 30, 2009, based on availability.  Rates quoted 
are for single or double occupancy, plus taxes.  The 
special cannot be combined with any other offer.  For 
reservations, see your preferred travel agent or call 
Aqua toll free at 1-866-406-2782.  From Hawai‘i, call 
808-924-6543. 

 

 

Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort 
& Spa Associates Spread  
Holiday Joy to Hawai‘i  

Children and Seniors in Need 
 
More than $2,800 donated thru Marriott’s Spirit to 
Serve community program  
 
In the spirit of giving and sharing, associates of  
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa adopted 96  
Angels through The Salvation Army, donating gifts 
valued at $2,817 for Hawaii’s children and senior  
citizens this holiday season.  
 
“We’re pleased to help make the holidays a little 
brighter for those less fortunate, and I’m especially 
proud of the contributions from our associates who 
have dedicated so much of their own time,” said Chris 
Tatum, general manager of Waikiki Beach Marriott 
Resort & Spa. “From donating school supplies and 
toys to home necessities, it’s the least we can do to 
help those in need.” 
 
For the past four years, Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort 
& Spa has partnered with The Salvation Army,  
organizing a Christmas tree decorated with Angel tags 
in the resort’s associate dining room. Each holiday 
season, associates choose an Angel tag and donate a 
desired gift for a child or senior citizen.  
 
Contributions like this are all part of Marriott’s Spirit 
to Serve, a program designed to foster goodwill in  
communities where Marriott International does  
business. Along with The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree, 
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa lends its support 
to various nonprofit organizations, including the  
Waikiki Community Center through the annual Ala 
Wai Challenge, a fun, cultural event that showcases 
how the Ancient Hawaiians competed in unique sport 
games such as Outrigger canoe paddling and  
Makahiki land games. 
 
 

http://www.gohawaii.com/about_hawaii/explore/Obama


 

Sheraton Waikiki Resort Opens New Resort Activity Area called 
“Helumoa Playground” 

 

The Sheraton’s New “Superpool” One of O’ahu’s Largest  
 
A new, first-of-its-kind “superpool” opened on Waikīkī Beach, as the Sheraton Waikiki Resort gets set to announce 
the opening of an expansive resort activity area called the Helumoa Playground on December 29.  As one 
development in a series of property enhancements from a $200 million master plan, the 12,500 square-foot area 
sits between the Sheraton and the soon-to-be-reopened The Royal Hawaiian, A Luxury Collection Resort. 
 
At a price tag of $8 million, the Playground was designed from the ground up by famed local architects Rob Iopa 
and Wayne Goo of WCIT Architecture.   
 
Breaking ground on June 14 and constructed on what was once a grassy, outdoor function area between the 
Sheraton and The Royal, the Playground, which will be run by the Sheraton, will offer a family-friendly area for 
guests of both properties.  This newest addition to the Sheraton will at long last bring to Waikīkī a new dimension 
that Starwood Hotels & Resorts’ neighbor island properties have long enjoyed – a resort “superpool.” 
 
The Playground features two fresh water swimming pools, a 15-foot high by 70-foot long water slide, a staging area 
for outdoor functions, two large whirlpools with sweeping views of Waikīkī Beach, an interactive fountain area for 
kids, fun and creative food and beverage, 10 cabanas, chaise water sunning benches, and a pool hut where guests 
may borrow towels and purchase pool goods including sun products, inflatable floatation devices and toys.  The 
Playground also offers the perfect spot for family activities such as lei making, water slide races, hula lessons, 
story telling and star-gazing. 
 
The two pools took 48-hours to fill with 165,483 gallons of fresh water, which is treated by a state-of-the-art salt 
chlorination treatment system – a process that is gentler on the environment than traditional powder or liquid 
based chlorine pool systems.  As a result, the treated water, which has been described as “soft and silky,”  allows 
for a more comfortable swimming experience while minimizing potential drying and irritation to the skin. 
 
Giving the Playground its tranquil, Hawaiian sense of place is its 
verdant landscaping, created by Mike Motoda of Walters, Kimura, 
Motoda, Inc.  The striking native Hawaiian plant palette feature 
plumeria trees, dwarf lauae ferns, sea grape shrubs, Queen 
Emma spider lilies, coconut palms, shell ginger plants, native 
white hibiscus, and many other plants indigenous to the islands. 
 
Each day, from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., pool-goers have two delicious 
options for snacks and refreshments.  Light, healthy fare is 
available at RumFire’s Diamond Head terrace area serving soups, 
salads and sandwiches – all created with a farm-to-table concept 
that the Sheraton has recently incorporated into its food and 
beverage outlets.  In addition, pool-goers may opt to order from 
their lounge chair to enjoy hearty “local-style” plate lunches and 
refreshing shave ice cocktails to cool off from the warm Hawaiian 
sun.   
 
Sheraton’s event and meeting attendees will enjoy the Playground’s new outdoor function area where they may 
stage events, parties, luaus, incentive gatherings and private functions.  Here, group attendees will have a chance 
to sample Sheraton Waikiki’s new banquet cuisine that now follows a “farm to table” concept of serving only the 
freshest local ingredients found in Hawai‘i to produce a product that offers quality, sophistication and 
sustainability.   
 
 
                               continued 
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Continued from previous page 
 
The Playground sits on a historically-rich area called 
Helumoa, which was so named when a giant rooster 
named Ka‘auhelemoa was said to have scratched the 
ground at the feet of King Kakuhiewa in the 16th 
century.  Kakuhiewa, taking this to be a sign from the 
gods, planted 10,000 coconut trees in honor of this 
occurrence, and many of these trees’ descendants still 
survive to this day in modern day Waikīkī.     
 
Sheraton Waikiki General Manager Kelly Sanders said 
the hotel’s new resort area is the only one of its kind 
for a Waikīkī resort.  “By transforming what was 
simply a grassy area into a ‘superpool’ similar to those 
like our neighbor island properties, Sheraton Waikiki 
offers a family-friendly resort environment 
unsurpassed by other Waikīkī hotels,” said Sanders.  
“Helumoa Playground is an important piece of our 
master plan to take the product and service in each 
area of our operations to a new level, reaffirming 
Sheraton Waikiki’s position as the hub of activity, 
vibrancy and entertainment in Waikīkī.” 
 
The addition of the Helumoa Playground, which is 
open daily for guests from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., is part of 
Sheraton Waikiki’s nearly $200 million hotel-wide 
upgrade plan to completely modernize its facilities and 
reaffirm the resort’s place as the International 
Conference Center of the Pacific.   
 
Concepts for the resort’s renewal plans follow three 
key words:  sophisticated, approachable and 
contemporary.  These planned enhancements bring a 
new level of comfort and sophistication to the world’s 
most famous sand and surf destination – Waikīkī 
Beach. 
 

Anne Smoke Joins  
The Limtiaco Company 
as Senior Consultant  

 
The Limtiaco Company announces that Anne Marie 
Smoke has joined the firm as a senior consultant for 
client services. Smoke will provide client strategy and 
oversight as well as professional facilitation services. 
 
Smoke brings to The 
Limtiaco Company over 
20 years of experience in 
marketing, promotion, 
and public relations, with 
an emphasis in outreach 
programming and 
strategic communications 
plan development.   
 
Smoke recently earned a 
Masters degree from the 
University of Hawai‘i 
School of Travel Industry 
Management (TIM), 
emphasizing responsible 
destination management.   

 
While at TIM, she assumed management of the 
Tourism Environmental Partnership Project in 
partnership with the State of Hawai‘i. Objectives of the 
project were to identify and document best practices 
in energy use within Hawaii’s restaurant industry.  
 
Smoke has formal training in alternative dispute 
resolution with an emphasis in community group 
facilitation. She completed basic mediation training at 
The Mediation Center of the Pacific in 2007, and 
served for one year on the facilitation team for the 
Kaka‘ako-Makai Community Planning Advisory 
Council, a community outreach program of the 
Hawai‘i Community Development Association.  
 

Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ä) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted. 



 

 
 

Waikiki Health Center Receives 
$20,000 Grant From  

Walmart Stores in Hawai‘i 
 
 

Waikiki Health Center (WHC) representatives were pleased to 
receive an early Christmas gift from Walmart – a $20,000 
grant to the center from Walmart Foundation. The  grant will 
be used for primary care treatment for patients at the facility 
in Waikīkī and across O‘ahu.  
 
Pictured left to right are: Beverly Hewett (Communications 
Specialist for WHC); Sheila Beckham (Executive Director for 
WHC); Adrianna O’Donnell (Director of Development & Public 
Relations for WHC); Mary Zeller (Market Assistant for 
Walmart Stores in Hawai‘i); and Brian Halsey (Market 
Manager for Walmart Stores in Hawai‘i). 
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6:00PM – 
7:00PM, by Hawaii's finest hula hālau (dance troupes) 
and Hawaiian performers at the Kūhiō Beach Hula 
Mound, near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside 
Uluniu & Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.  
 
These are outdoor performances with seating on the 
grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras are 
welcome.   

 
Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 
 
JANUARY 2009—New Show Schedule (changing to 
3 nights a week) 
 
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 
Every Thursday – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Saturday, Jan 10 – Joan Lindsey and the Joan S. 
Lindsey Hula Studio 
 
Saturday, Jan 17 – Leimomi Ho and 
Keali'ika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 
 

 



 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

January 19, 2009 Monday 
9:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY PARADE sponsored by Martin Luther King 
Coalition. The event is expected to have 2,000 marchers, 100 vehicles, 20 floats, 6 
bands.  It will start at Ala Moana Park, to Ala Moana Blvd., to Kalakaua Ave., to 
Monsarrat Ave., end at Waikiki Shell Parking Lot in Queen Kapiolani Park.   

Contact: Patricia Anthony 384-4038 Fax: 672-4129    
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com

