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Waikīkī Transit 

“The Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Oahu's rapid transit system was released in late November. While 
supporting the broader concept, the Waikīkī Improvement Association and other Waikīkī interests have major 
concerns over certain proposed rapid transit configurations in Waikīkī, particularly the Kalākaua – Kūhiō Avenue 
spur.   A more appropriate, less intrusive link to Waikīkī needs to be defined, and a more highly developed position 
on this issue needs to be crafted to respond to the City's forthcoming Draft EIS. 

 
WIA believes it is necessary to provide a well thought out alternative to the Waikīkī spur as included in Draft EIS. 
The nature of the response requires that we have an overview of how Waikīkī’s transportation will work in general 
and more specifically integrate with the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Project.   
 
The WIA Association Board is committed 
to reasserting a proactive position 
advocating the need for effective 
transportation improvements in Waikīkī 
consistent with current island-wide traffic 
and transportation planning initiatives. 
To do so, WIA needs to participate in the 
City's planning in a meaningful way, 
including actively working with the City 
to explore solutions. 

 
WIA has commissioned transportation 
consultant Mr. Wes Frysztaki to assist 
Waikīkī in this effort. He is an urban 
transportation planning expert, a licensed 
Traffic Engineer and Civil Engineer who 
has worked with municipal authorities in 
Washington and California among others. 
Mr. Frysztaki currently does consulting 
work for clients that include the City and 
County of Honolulu.” 

 
Attached are the draft comments that include points raised by the WIA board of directors, if you have any 
suggestions please contact Rick Egged at rickegged@waikikiimprovement.com or call him at 923-0775. 

mailto:rickegged@waikikiimprovement.com
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“Tar Balls” washing up on shore 
 
 

Clean Water Branch of the Department of Health (DOH) has been notified by Ocean Safety and Lifeguard Services 
Division, C&C of Honolulu, that tar balls are washing up on Waikīkī 
Beach from the Natatorium to the Sheraton Waikiki due to the Kona 
winds.   
 
Surfers and swimmers report that they are getting the oily tar on their 
bodies and surfboards.  At the present time, it is more of a nuisance 
than a health issue.  CWB will monitor the situation but advises that 
swimmers and surfers stay out of the water.  See attached pdf for more 
details. 
 
Here is a photo that was sent to DOH by a lifeguard. 
 
Per DOH Clean Water Branch:  The sample brought back to the DOH 
Clean Water Branch looks more like grease and not tar balls.  The 
grease could have come from a vessel grease fitting.  DOH will be 
sampling Waikiki again tomorrow and assessing the situation further 
 
 

 

Deadline Approaching for 2009 Lei Day Queen Applications 

Applications for Women Ages 18~30 are due by January 20 
 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann and the City & County Department of Parks & Recreation (“DPR”) has announced 
information on the annual Lei Queen Competition applications, as follows.  The deadline is Tuesday,  
January 20, 2009.  Here is information from DPR: 
 
The Department of Parks & Recreation of the City & County of Honolulu conducts an annual Lei Day Celebration 
which celebrates the artistry and custom of giving and receiving lei.  This event began in 1927, crowning its first 
Lei Queen (Nina Bowman) in 1928.  This event includes the annual Lei Queen Competition at McCoy Pavilion; Lei 
Day Celebration held at the Queen Kapi‘olani Park and Bandstand; and, an honoring of Hawai‘i’s ali‘i at Mauna 
‘Ala and Kawai?ha‘o.  All three (3) events are free and open to the public.  
  
We are seeking candidates to serve as the Lei Queen (one) and Lei Princesses (two) for the 2009 celebration.  This 
year we are seeking women ages 18-30.  The 81st Annual Lei Queen Selection is scheduled for Saturday,  
March 7, 2009, at McCoy Pavilion. 
  
The packet is also available on the website:  www.honoluluparks.com. 
  
The public may call Ka‘iulani Vincent Kauahi at (808) 768-3041, or e-mail her at rkauahi@honolulu.gov. 
www.honoluluparks.com 

 

Waikīkī Farmer’s Market 
 

Attached is flyer about the Farmer’s Market which is taking place at the Bank of Hawaii Waikiki Center on the  
Beachwalk side of their property.  The Farmer’s Market is held for the benefit of tenants, employees and the  
immediate Waikīkī community (local residents, local employees and visitors). 
 
For the next few months the Farmer’s Market will be held on the first and third Tuesday of the month. The next 
one is scheduled for January 20, 2009 from 10 am—1 pm.  If you have some time, please stop by. 

http://www.honoluluparks.com
mailto:rkauahi@honolulu.gov
http://www.honoluluparks.com
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Halekulani Corporation Forges New Alliance  
with Japan’s Legendary Imperial Hotel 

 
Halekulani Corporation is pleased to announce a new partnership alliance with Japan’s legendary luxury hotel 
group, Imperial Hotel, LTD of Tokyo. The alliance creates an exciting new synergy and an expanded service 
platform for these legendary hotel companies, providing new levels of enhancements to their brands. Halekulani 
Corporation, which includes globally-acclaimed luxury resort Halekulani and Waikiki Parc Hotel, is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd. The announcement was made by Peter Shaindlin, Chief Operating 
Officer of Halekulani Corporation and Mr. Tetsuya Kobayashi, President of Imperial Hotel, Ltd., Tokyo. 
 
Halekulani and Imperial Hotel are highly respected independent international iconic brands and pioneers in the 
global hospitality industry.  Both hotel groups share similar service philosophies, and maintain a legacy of 
unwavering commitment to brand excellence and decades-old historic and cultural traditions. Both are acclaimed 
for innovative and personalized world-class service for their loyal international guests and patrons.  
 
“Imperial Hotel shares many core service values with Halekulani,” said Peter Shaindlin of Halekulani Corporation. 
“As such, the unprecedented alliance with this iconic brand will significantly provide enhanced levels of service for 
our (Hawaii-based) hotels, especially to our many valued and loyal Japanese guests. The profiles of the Halekulani 
and Imperial customer complement each other, and this partnership will create infinite marketing opportunities 
for both our brands, including the enrichment of our customer base. Imperial’s marketing strength within Japan 
will ensure our continued presence in our most valuable Japan market.” 
 
Effective April 1, 2009, Imperial Hotel will commence reservations service, sales, marketing and public relations 
activities within domestic Japan for Halekulani and Waikiki Parc Hotel. The Tokyo-based reservations center will 
provide Halekulani and Waikiki Parc customers, Imperial Club members, and other Japan and international 
clientele with dedicated priority reservations service on behalf of Halekulani and Waikiki Parc Hotel. Planning is 
underway for future alliance opportunities to include joint marketing and promotions in Tokyo and Hawaii. 
 
The Imperial's president Tetsuya Kobayashi said, "The Imperial is delighted to be able to introduce the 
internationally acclaimed Halekulani resort and the Waikiki Parc to our many Japanese patrons.  With over a 
century of experience on both sides, the power of our shared professional human resources and our mutual spirit 
of hospitality to guests from around the world, we have in common a history of a superior quality of hotel industry 
culture. We anticipate our lengthy and diverse experience with urban hotels will dovetail most effectively with 
Halekulani's proven expertise as a leading resort and look forward to exploring opportunities for personnel 
development exchanges and cultural promotions that should strongly compliment both of our corporate brands 
and market place identities." 

NA MEA O HAWAI’I EKOLU – Hawaiiana Craft Classes at  
Waikīkī Community Center 

 
Ainsely Halemanu’s Hawaiiana cultural classes will be held in the Chapel till February 5th. 
Class times: 10-11:30 a.m. Pay kit fee direct to instructor. Individual classes $10 for members, $15 non-
members. Register at WCC office. 
 

• Feb. 3 – Eke Launiu. The ancient art of coconut basket weaving using fronds of the coconut tree.            
(Kit fee $10) 
 

• Feb. 5 – Aumakua/Kupua. Family guardians and spirits are still held and honored with great respect. 
 

• Feb. 10 – Kupe‘e. Making hand wristlets and foot anklet adornments in the haku or braided style made of 
ferns. (Kit $10) 
 

• Feb. 12 – Lā‘au Lapa‘au. A hana hou in the traditional healing herbs of Hawai‘i . This class will be held on 
the lanai. 
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Celebrate Valentine’s With Hawaiian Vow Renewal on the Beach 
 

Advance reservations recommended for free cultural ceremony 
 
Luana Maitland of the Outrigger Reef on the Beach in Waikiki is gearing up for a special Valentine’s Day in 2009, 
when she will share in the love stories of the couples who will experience the hotel’s free Hawaiian Vow Renewal 
Ceremony on the beach. 
 
As the hotel’s events and activities manager, Maitland coordinates this popular affirmation of love and 
commitment – a culturally rich and romantic ceremony on idyllic Waikiki Beach fronting the Outrigger Reef hotel.  
It’s a job that sometimes moves her to tears. 
 
“I hear so many stories of how couples would’ve liked to have gotten married in Hawaii, but for one reason or 
another, weren’t able to,” Maitland said. “Some of them have waited 50 years to take their first romantic trip to 
Hawaii. Some couples re-affirm their vows surrounded by their children and grandchildren. We’ve even had a 
coach who surprised his wife – the team “mom” – with the vow renewal while the entire sports team watched. On 
days like that, the tears just start rolling out of my eyes.” 
 
Open only to registered guests of the Outrigger Reef and its sister property, the Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach, 
the complimentary program is offered twice a week year-round, so guests can re-affirm their vows during any 
season, but as the usually busy Valentine’s Day approaches, Maitland suggests that guests plan ahead.   
 
Normally, guests can sign up for the Hawaiian Vow Renewal by 3 p.m. the day prior. But for the Valentine’s Day 
event, slated for Saturday, February 14, advance reservations are required and are on a first come, first served 
basis. Space is limited. 
 
Outrigger’s Hawaiian Vow Renewal Ceremony draws upon an ancient Hawaiian custom, Ho’ao Pa’a, in which a 
man and woman were bound in lasting union. The event will begin with the blowing of the conch shell, followed by 
a welcoming Hawaiian chant by the kahu (priest), traditional hula and song. Couples will also be blessed by a 
gentle sprinkling of sea water before they recite their vows in the Hawaiian language. 
 
In addition, each participating couple will receive a commemorative certificate by which to remember the day, 
champagne toast and island-style lei (garlands). 
 
Sign-ups for the Valentine’s Day Hawaiian Vow 
Renewal will begin January 14, 2009, at the 
Outrigger Reef and Outrigger Waikiki’s concierge 
desks for those guests holding confirmed 
reservations at either of the two beachfront 
hotels over Valentine’s Day. Concierge may also 
be reached at 808-923-0711 at the Outrigger 
Waikiki, or 808-923-3111 at the Outrigger Reef. 
For more information, contact Luana Maitland, 
events and activities manager at the Outrigger 
Reef on the Beach, at 808-924-6007. (Long 
distance phone charges apply.) 
 
Special promotions and travel packages are 
available at both properties.  For hotel 
reservations or information, call toll free  
800-OUTRIGGER (1-800-688-7444) or visit 
www.outrigger.com. You can also e-mail 
reservations@outrigger.com. 
 
 

http://www.outrigger.com
mailto:reservations@outrigger.com
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DLNR reminds ocean users to 
share responsibility for  
protecting the Koholā 

(Whales) in Hawai‘i’s waters 
 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR) is asking all recreational and commercial 
boaters to be extra cautious during whale season, 
especially during the height of the season, January 
through March, to help ensure the continued 
restoration of the thriving population of these 
treasured mammals.    
 
From now through March, humpback whales are 
abundant in Hawai‘i’s waters.  Beginning around 
November of each year, migrating humpback whales 
(or koholā) return to Hawaiian waters from their 
feeding grounds in Alaska in order to birth calves in 
the warm waters around our islands.  As many as 
10,000 whales may visit our waters in a single season.  
 
“The protection we provide to the humpback whale 
today is a promise for future generations that they will 
be able to witness their majesty in the future,” said 
DLNR’s Jeff Walters, who is co-manager of the 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary.  
 

To reduce the chances of collisions with whales, vessel 
operators are advised to post dedicated whale 
lookouts, always stay at the helm, and maintain a 
slow and safe vessel speed.  
 

Humpback whales are protected under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species 
Act since their inception in 1972 and 1973 
respectively.  

The whales also enjoy additional protection while they 
are in the waters of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary, which includes 
areas adjacent to all of the main Hawaiian Islands 
(with the exception of Kaho‘olawe).  The sanctuary is 
co-managed as a federal-state partnership by the 
DLNR, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA), National Ocean Service, 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.  
 
Federal rules also prohibit all ocean users from 
approaching within 100 yards of any humpback 
whale.  This rule applies year round throughout the 
Hawaiian archipelago in all waters out to 200 miles 
offshore.    
 
The DLNR has implemented additional safeguards to 
protect the whale population in its administrative 
rules.  Numerous areas set aside for parasailing and 
recreational thrill operations are closed during whale 
season.    
 
The following areas are closed to parasailing, thrill 
craft, and/or high speed boating December 15 
through May 15 to protect the humpback whales by 
reducing possible collisions and other disturbances.    
 
O‘AHU  
Hale‘iwa Restricted Zone E - Recreational Thrill Craft 
Zone  

 

Kāne‘ohe Commercial High Speed Boating Zone K  
 

Maunalua Bay Waters Recreational Thrill Craft Zone E 
  

[Closed January 6 – May 15 - Maunalua Bay Waters 
Parasail Zone G (except for portion G1)]  

 

Koko Head and Makapu‘u Commercial High Speed 
Boating Zone  

Honolulu Zoo Society offers twilight tours 
What's Wild in Waikiki? Take a stroll to the Honolulu 
Zoo and learn the sort of monkey business that goes 
on after hours. Learn about the lives of the Zoo's 
remarkable citizens.  Tours are held from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. every Friday and Saturday evenings! It's a fun 
evening of education never experienced by day 
visitors. Special arrangements can be made for large 
groups. Families are welcome. The tours are 
appropriate for all ages 5 to 105!  Please purchase 
tickets in advance from the Honolulu Zoo Society 
(HZS) by calling 971-7195.  Walk-ups are welcome if 
space is available - meet at the Front Entrance at 
5:15pm. See www.honzoosoc.org for info. 

http://www.honzoosoc.org


 

HTA Awards $620,000 to 25 Organizations that Honor  
and Perpetuate Hawaiian Culture 

 
 

The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA), the state agency for tourism, has announced the selection of 25 
organizations that will receive funding through its Kūkulu Ola – Living Hawaiian Culture Program.   
 
“Hawaiian culture is what differentiates Hawai‘i from other destinations around the world,” said Lloyd Unebasami, 
HTA interim president and chief executive officer.  “Even with our current budget constraints, the HTA 
understands the importance of continuing to support programs that honor and perpetuate Hawaiian Culture for 
our visitors and residents.” 
 
The programs were chosen by the HTA and its Hawaiian Cultural Program Advisory Council (HCPAC), on criteria 
designed to address the goal and objectives identified in the Hawai‘i Tourism Strategic Plan: 2005-2015 (TSP) for 
the Hawaiian Culture initiative.  The objectives include:  strengthening the relationship between the visitor 
industry and the Hawaiian community; nurturing the Hawaiian culture by creating visitor experiences, activities 
and marketing programs that are respectful and accurate; and supporting Hawaiian programs and cultural 
practitioners, craftsmen, musicians, and other artists that preserve and perpetuate the Hawaiian culture.   
 
Free statewide workshops were conducted last year by the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) to 
provide potential applicants with technical assistance and training that explained the objectives of the Kūkulu Ola 
– HTA Living Hawaiian Culture Program, including the application and award process.   
 
For a list of recipients, visit  
http://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/index.cfm?page=news_releases&level1=news_events 
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows are 
performed nightly except Mondays, 6 PM – 7 PM, by 
Hawaii's finest hula hālau (troupes) and Hawaiian 
performers at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound, near 
Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside Uluniu & 
Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.  
 
These are outdoor performances with seating on the 
grass or on beach chairs or beach mats.  Cameras are 
welcome.   

 
Presented by the City’s Office of Economic 
Development (843-8002) and the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority. FREE. Schedule subject to change without 
notice. 
 
JANUARY  
 
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 
Every Thursday  – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Saturday Jan 17 – Leimomi Ho and Keali'ika' 
apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula 
 
Saturday Jan 24 – Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 
 
Saturday Jan 31 – Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke Kia'i 
A O Hula 

http://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/index.cfm?page=news_releases&level1=news_events


 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 
January 17, 2009 Saturday 

9:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends 

KU I KA PONO MARCH sponsored by 'Ilio'ulaokalani Coalition.  The event is 
expected to have 5,000 marchers.  It will start at Saratoga Rd/Kalakaua 
Ave., end at Queen Kapiolani Park.   
 
Contact:  Wayne K. Panoke, Executive Director 224-8068, Fax:  947-1506, E-
mail:  wpanoke@cpe-hawaii.com 

January 19, 2009 Monday 
9:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY PARADE sponsored by Martin Luther 
King Coalition. The event is expected to have 2,000 marchers, 100 vehicles, 20 
floats, 6 bands.  It will start at Ala Moana Park, to Ala Moana Blvd., to Kalakaua 
Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., end at Waikiki Shell Parking Lot in Queen Kapiolani 
Park.   
 
Contact: Patricia Anthony 384-4038 Fax: 672-4129    
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:wpanoke@cpe-hawaii.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com
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Waikiki Improvement Association
DRAFT Comments On The

Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) / Section 4(f) Evaluation

December 2008

Introduction

The Waikiki Improvement Association (WIA) has reviewed the Honolulu
High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) dated November 2008. Comments are preceded by
highlighting the references to Waikiki in the DEIS and summarizing the Waikiki
Transportation Strategy. Comments focus on identifying commitments needed to
assure the HHCTCP supports the facts and findings in the DEIS and the
achievement of the Waikiki Transportation Strategy to the maximum degree
possible.

HHCTCP DEIS Facts and Findings

The DEIS acknowledges Waikiki’s prominent position as a major transit
travel market with the following statements:

• “Overall, the largest share of TheBus riders’ trips originate in
Waikiki.” (page 1-13)

• “In 2007, O’ahu hosted 4.6 million visitors (DBEDT 2008), who
take more than 17,000 transit trips daily. Many of these visitors
stay in the Waikiki area and travel to points of interest outside of
Waikiki, including many of the activity centers in the study
corridor. (page 1-19)

• The DEIS identifies “Visitor trips from Waikiki” and “Work trips to
Waikiki” as “Key Transit Markets” with “Estimated Transit User
Benefits Resulting from 2030 Build Alternatives (Hours per
Day)”. (page 3-36)

The DEIS identifies transportation problems justifying the HHCTCP as a
preferred solution. Many of these identified transportation problems feature
references to Waikiki transportation issues:

• Waikiki bus service has reliability problems. Route 42 has the
largest reliability problem (as depicted by schedule increase)



- 2 -
DRAFT 12-15-2008

over the 1992 to 2008 period of those routes included in Figure
1-11. Route 42 travels from Makaha to Waikiki, is “…part of the
system’s backbone…” with the second highest number of
boardings of the selected routes included in Table 3-5. (pages
1-18 and 3-9).

• Waikiki has traffic problems, but Waikiki is not included in the list
of committed congestion-relief projects in the O’ahu Regional
Transportation Plan. (page 2-13)

• Waikiki has parking problems. “On- and off-street parking
facilities are heavily used in Downtown Honolulu, Waikiki, and
along University Avenue…Inadequate parking supply has been
a long-term problem in this portion of the study corridor. (page
3-15)

The DEIS concludes that the HHCTCP will benefit Waikiki with the
following:

• “Bus and fixed guideway departures and arrivals would be
coordinated and predictable to minimize transfer time…” (page
2-36)

• “Substantial increases in transit share would also occur…the
Waipahu to Waikiki market would increase from 8 percent … to
26 percent...” (page 3-33)

The DEIS identifies several important unresolved issues potentially
significant to Waikiki:

• Funding sources for an extension to Waikiki are not identified.
“…planned extensions, would be constructed once additional
funding is secured.” No potential sources of funding for
extensions are identified in the DEIS. (pages 2-38 and 6-1 to 6-
11)

• Transit center details are characterized, but not specified. “Bus
transfers would be made at off-street transit centers adjacent to
fixed guideway stations at … Ala Moana Center.” No Ala
Moana off-street transit center is illustrated in the DEIS. (page
2-36)

• Transit service details are characterized, but not specified.
“Enhanced bus service would be provided between the terminal
stations of the Project and the planned extensions of the fixed
guideway system. System improvements, including traffic signal
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priority, automated vehicle identification, and off-vehicle fare
collection, would complement frequent bus service at … Ala
Moana Center Station.” No specific service frequency intervals
are identified in the DEIS. (page 2-36)

• Transit demand entering Ala Moana Center in 2030 is 18,750 to
19,180, roughly three times higher than any other station. No
specific analysis is included in the DEIS to accommodate this
extraordinary volume of passengers. (Figure 3-12, page 3-31)

Waikiki Transportation Strategy

The DEIS review was conducted in the context of the Waikiki
Transportation Strategy. This strategy is founded upon the 1999 report
“Recapturing the Magic of Waikiki” and it’s following expectation:

“In Waikiki the pedestrian, visitor and resident alike, will come first.
Waikiki will be a pedestrian-oriented resort and a pedestrian-
oriented residential area. Walking will be the primary mode of
getting around within Waikiki and it will be a pleasurable way to
enjoy Waikiki.”

The problem encountered with seeing this expectation achieved is that too
much traffic in Waikiki conflicts with pedestrians. This may worsen with rail
terminating at Ala Moana Center. Future actions to implement the HHCTCP
should be structured to help solve these conflicts.

Waikiki needs to immediately achieve the expectation of a “Pedestrian
First” policy to retain and strengthen it’s standing as one of the world’s premier
destinations, to maintain it’s Hawaiian sense of place and to invigorate it’s
economic vitality. To do this, Waikiki requires the highest quality multi-modal
transportation system possible.

Waikiki’s multi-modal transportation system needs to keep pace with its
continuing transformation. Waikiki needs to evolve from a typical vehicle traffic
congested urban atmosphere into a more appealing pedestrian-oriented
environment reflective of its unique heritage. Waikiki’s transportation
infrastructure and services need proper prioritization and reorientation to respond
to the “Pedestrian First“ policy.
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Solutions Required

The Transportation Strategy builds upon previous efforts to update and
advocate for the highest priority transportation solutions. Actions are drawn from
past work completed by the City and County of Honolulu with the full involvement
of the public such as the Waikiki Livable Community Project (December 2003).
Three of the five solution elements directly relate to comments on the HHCTCP
DEIS. These three elements are summarized as follows:

1. Create High Quality Transit Link. The Waikiki Livable Community
Project (WLCP) included an analysis and set of recommendations
predicated upon the creation of a high quality transit link to Ala Moana
Center, downtown Honolulu and other nodes along the primary urban
corridor. Such a link is needed now more than ever to the future rail
station at Ala Mona Center.

a. Direct Transit Link -- The transit route alignment must be quickly
and easily understood. This is achieved using the most direct
connection possible with Ala Moana Center.

b. Hybrid Vehicles -- The transit alignment will be operated with
advanced design vehicles that are environmentally progressive and
reflective of Waikiki’s standing as a major international resort
destination with emphasis on safety, comfort and cleanliness.

c. Advanced Technology -- The transit operation will feature advanced
technology passenger information system displays to make it very
easy for people to identify how the link operates and how to use it.

d. Traffic Priority -- The transit operation must be given the highest
priority at intersections except where pedestrians and bicyclists are
given higher priority.  General purpose traffic should be given
lowest priority.

e. Service Frequency – The transit connection must have service
intervals between departures equal to, or more frequent than, the
rail operation at Ala Moana Center.

2. Create Safe Pedestrian and Bicycle Connections. The Waikiki Livable
Community Project included a set of pedestrian and bicycle
recommendations. These require immediate implementation before rail
becomes operational at Ala Moana Center with added network elements
to offer a high quality link to Waikiki.
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a. Wider Sidewalks – Construct projects as identified in the WLCP.

b. Ala Wai Pedestrian-Bicycle Bridges – High quality connections are
essential between the termination of rail at Ala Moana Center and
Waikiki.

c. Intersection Re-orientation – Priority must be given to pedestrians
and cyclists. Traffic signal wait times for pedestrians must be
reduced.

3. Locate Strategic Parking Capacity. Parking facilities are needed to
replace on street parking to allow many of the proposals outlined to
proceed. Parking facilities are needed to replace displaced off street
parking and offset future development needs.

a. Candidate Sites Have Been Identified:

i. Central location – Fort DeRussy. National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002 (sec. 2832).
Authorizes the Secretary of the Army to enter into a lease
with the City and County of Honolulu to allow the City to
construct and operate a parking facility.

ii. Central location – Residential. Two sites have been
identified primarily for residential, long-term parking:

1. Kuhio-Kaiolu.  Increase the 72 current municipal
parking spaces up to 525 spaces with a four-level
parking structure.

2. Aloha Street. Three-level parking structure.

iii. Peripheral location – Kapahulu Corridor. An undeveloped
site owned by DLNR may be available through the lease
holder. The property (0.57 acres) is surrounded by the
Prudential Locations building to the north, the Ala Wai Golf
Course to the west and a Board of Water Supply booster
station to the south. Adjacent sites may be available.  Other
sites in the corridor might warrant exploration.

iv. Peripheral location – Kapiolani Corridor. Several
undeveloped sites (owned privately) are situated between
Kona and Kapiolani Boulevard in close proximity to the
proposed Ala Moana terminal rail station. Some of these
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sites have potential for a combined parking and bus terminal.
Other sites along Kapiolani might warrant exploration.

b. Financial Approach Is Viable. Construction could be funded with
municipal bonds repaid through parking revenues and in lieu of
parking payments.

HHCTCP DEIS Comments

WIA supports the HHCTCP DEIS and the implementation of the Project.
WIA concludes that the intent of the Project is substantially supportive of the
intent of the WIA Transportation Strategy. WIA seeks further clarity to be offered
in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  In consideration of the facts
and findings in the HHCTCP DEIS and WIA’s Transportation Strategy the
following comments are offered:

1. A high quality transit link as outlined in the WIA Transportation Strategy
is essential. The DEIS confirms that “Overall, the largest share of
TheBus riders’ trips originate in Waikiki” and many of these riders will
likely be those forecast to be entering the Ala Moana Center station by
other modes. This will constitute, by far, the highest passenger volume
accessing the rail system. More specificity is needed in the FEIS in
defining this critical transit link.

a. Direct Transit Link – The FEIS should identify a transit route
alignment linking Ala Moana Center with Waikiki and preferably
follow the one developed for the WIA’s Transportation Strategy.

b. Hybrid Vehicles – The FEIS should identify the types of buses
intended to be used for the most important transit routes, such
as between the Ala Moana Center station and Waikiki.

c. Advanced Technology – The FEIS should amplify the intent of
the Project to feature advanced technology passenger
information system displays, traffic signal priority, automated
vehicle identification, and off-vehicle fare collection.

d. Traffic Priority – The FEIS should identify specific intersections
along the most important bus shuttle transit links where the bus
will be given highest priority at intersections except where
pedestrians and bicyclists are given higher priority.

e. Service Frequency – The FEIS should identify the service
intervals for high priority transit connections. The FEIS should
identify the link to Waikiki with a service interval between bus
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departures equal to, or more frequent than, the rail operation at
Ala Moana Center.

2. Pedestrian and bicycle connections, as outlined in the WIA
Transportation Strategy, should be identified in the FEIS. The Waikiki
Livable Community Project included a set of pedestrian and bicycle
recommendations. These require immediate implementation before
rail becomes operational at Ala Moana Center with added pedestrian
and bicycle network elements to offer a high quality multi-modal
transportation links to Waikiki.

a. Wider Sidewalks – The FEIS should identify the need to
construct the projects as identified in the WLCP to support the
HHCTCP.

b. Ala Wai Pedestrian-Bicycle Bridges – The FEIS should identify
the need to construct high quality pedestrian and bicycle
connections between the termination of rail at the Ala Moana
Center station and Waikiki to support the HHCTCP.

c. Intersection Re-orientation – The FEIS should identify the need
to give priority to pedestrians and cyclists. Traffic signal wait
times for pedestrians at key intersections must be reduced to
support the termination of the Project at Ala Moana Center
station.

3. An Ala Moana Transit Center station transit center should be identified
in the FEIS. The DEIS states: “Bus transfers would be made at off-
street transit centers adjacent to fixed guideway stations at … Ala
Moana Center.” The WIA Transportation Strategy includes locating
strategic parking capacity. The Ala Moana Transit Center station
transit center and the WIA Transportation Strategy represent a
consistent opportunity for a private-public partnership at this location.
The FEIS should include further definition of the needs to
accommodate the enormous travel demands at this location.

4. WIA’s has serious concerns with the High-Capacity Transit Corridor
Project’s potential Waikiki spur from Kapiolani Boulevard along
Kalakaua Avenue to Kuhio Avenue with stops at the Hawaii
Convention Center, the vicinity of the Ambassador Hotel and Kuhio as
well as a terminal stop near Kuhio and Uluniu. The line would be
overhead and would require the use of one traffic lane along the route.
First is the loss of street capacity created by locating an overhead line
down Kalakaua and Kuhio Avenues. We also have concerns over the
aesthetic and physical density issues of locating the overhead track in
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a resort and residential area. The Waikiki Improvement Association
urges the City and County of Honolulu to continue to serve the area by
bus transit rather than add an overhead fixed guide way into Waikiki.

5. WIA believes that the West O‘ahu to Central Honolulu route should
include the Honolulu International Airport.







INTENT TO PARTICIPATE

Waikiki Community Center
24th Annual

Ala Wai Challenge
Sunday, January 25, 2009

Kick-off Ceremony 8:00 AM

Organization/Team Name Authorizing Signature # of Teams

Contact Person Daytime Phone Fax

Address Zip

Fax this form by 1/6/09 to 791-2099, or mail to:
Waikiki Community Center

310 Paoakalani Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815

Phone: (808) 923-1802 Ext. 108 & 109 • Fax: (808) 791-2099
E-Mail: denice@waikikicommunitycenter.org • www.waikikicommunitycenter.org

The Waikiki Community Center 24th
Annual Ala Wai Challenge is a great way
for companies to provide critical assis-
tance to the people of Waikiki.

The event will be held at the Ala Wai Park
& Playground, near the Canoe Halau.  It all
kicks-off at 8:00 AM with a blessing and
canoe procession honoring Bobby Puakea
and Clyde Aikau. 2 Living Surfing & Canoe
Paddling Legends, and longtime support-
ers of WCC.

Teams will participate in two spirited com-
petitions, the 1/4 mile outrigger canoe
sprint race along the Ala Wai Canal, and
the Makahiki (ancient Hawaiian land
games). Each team should consist of 12
individuals, 6 will participate in the canoe
race, and the other 6 in the Makahiki
games. Team members can be cowork-
ers, friends or family members.

All participants will receive an official Waikiki
Community Center Ala Wai Challenge T-shirt,
lunch, and refreshments. Winning teams are
presented with a trophy.

The Waikiki Community Center 24th Annual
Ala Wai Challenge is an event that promotes
teamwork and friendship, as well as being a
fun day for the whole family.

Please join us by entering a team in the event
and help support the Waikiki Community Cen-
ter, a private, not-for-profit human services
agency that provides for the needs of children,
senior citizens and families.

The cost to enter a 12 member team in the
event is $420.00, and includes all entrance
fees for the canoe races, the Makahiki compe-
tition, t-shirts, and lunches and refreshments.

What’s it all about?

mailto:E-Mail:denice@waikikicommunitycenter.org
http://www.waikikicommunitycenter.org

