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HTA Restoration 
 
The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority budget committee voted Tuesday and the full board will vote on Thursday on 
providing $200,000 for the 2009 Waikīkī Revitalization Program, managed by Waikīkī Improvement 
Association.  
 
In 2008, the program received $380,000 for various events with the primary beneficiary being Kūhiō Beach 
Torchlighting and Hula Show and Sunset on the Beach.  Restoration of the funds will allow the Kūhiō Beach 
Hula Show to continue and also ensure the survival of Sunset on the Beach, albeit at a reduced schedule.   
Both programs are managed by WIA in partnership with the City & County of Honolulu. 
 
Kūhiō Beach Hula Show  
 
The free Kūhiō Hula Show 
performances bring the authentic 
Hawaiian culture to life in a 
beautiful outdoor setting – the Pa 
Hula (Hawaiian hula mound) at 
Kūhiō Beach, located near the 
Duke Kahanamoku statue.  
 
The Kūhiō Beach Hula Show 
feature only authentic Hawaiian 
hula, presenting both ancient 
and modern dances to live 
musical accompaniment. History, 
costume and instruments are 
explained, and translations 
provided, to combine learning 
with the entertainment.  A variety 
of hula styles are presented and 
the halau are a representative 
cross-section of the hula 
community, from Merrie Monarch 
winners to non-competitive 
traditional groups.  On some week-nights, hula lessons are included in the show.  
 continued 
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Continued 
 

Hula dancers performing during the Kūhiō Beach Hula Show 
 
Sunset on the Beach  
Sunset on the Beach is a free movie shown at 
sunset on a huge 30 foot screen set-up on Waikīkī 
Beach. The selected movies are usually recently 
released feature films for the entire family.    
 
Prior to the film, free live music is performed on the 
large stage that is set-up in-front of the screen and 
a variety of food vendors provide excellent cuisine 
options for movie-goers.  

 
An ongoing partnership with Tesoro Hawai‘i  
provides partial funding for Sunset on the Beach in 
2009.  The photo above shows the screen along 
with visitors and residents ready to enjoy the movie 
selection. 
 

Star Of Honolulu  
Valentines Cruises 

 
Date / Time: Offered: February 13, 14, and 15, 2009,  
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
Location: Star of Honolulu departs from Aloha Tower 
Marketplace, Pier 8 
 
"Wow" your sweetheart this Valentine's Day aboard a 
Star of Honolulu 
sunset dinner 
cruise!   
 
It's a unique and  
romantic way to 
make this year 
special, with  
dazzling views of 
the Honolulu city 
lights as you  
enjoy a delicious 
dinner and live  
entertainment.   
 
Valentines  
packages include 
"Celebration Plan" of private window table and  
memory photo (per couple); cruises without 
"Celebration Plan" also available.   
 
For reservations or more information, please call  
983-STAR (7827) or visit www.starofhonolulu.com. 
 
Cost:  $87.16 and up (tax and harbor fee not included)  
Kama'aina / Military Rate: $73.94 and up with valid 
Hawaii ID (tax and harbor fee not included) 

 
 

 

http://www.starofhonolulu.com
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Three-Peat for Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa  
Resort associate named 2008 Outstanding Lodging Employee of the Year  

 
 
For the third consecutive year, an associate from Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa has been named 
Outstanding Lodging Employee of the Year by the Hawaii Hotel & Lodging Association (HHLA). Edmund “Buster” 
Civerolo, bell help for the 1,310-room resort, received the 2008 Na Po‘e Pa‘ahana (the hardworking people) award 
for his positive demeanor, team spirit, personal attention given to each guest, and commitment to giving back to 
the community.  
 
“Buster’s thirty years of bell 
service here at our resort can at 
the very least be summed up by 
this award,” said Chris Tatum, 
general manager of Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort & Spa. 
“From his signature 
‘ALOOOOOHA!’ to guests and 
associates throughout the day, 
to going above and beyond in 
personalizing each guest’s stay, 
Buster is the model associate of 
our hospitality industry. His 
daily enthusiasm is genuine 
and infectious, and we’re 
delighted to see him achieve 
this recognition.” 
  
Deemed as Waikiki Beach 
Marriott Resort & Spa’s 
“Ambassador of Aloha,” 
Civerolo’s mega-watt smile and 
innate compassion for others 
resonate throughout the resort. 
And even in his free time, he 
can be found surfing renowned 
Waikiki Beach or running the annual Honolulu Marathon with return guests and fellow associates, as well as 
volunteering at any of the resort’s Spirit to Serve community events. Civerolo joined the resort in 1978 when it was 
the Hawaiian Regent and later became Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa in 2000. 
  
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort & Spa Banquet Manager Nancy Pohina and Guest Relations Supervisor Jean Asato 
won the award for 2007 and 2006, respectively. 
 
 
 

(L to R): Jon Sasaki, assistant guest services manager; Gerald Nakashima, director of room  
operations; Edmund “Buster” Civerolo, Lisa Kaalekahi, guest services manager; Chris Tatum, 
general manager. 

Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted and when that happens, e kālā mai. 



 

Page 4, Jan 22—28, 2009 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire Page 4 Waikīkī Wiki Wiki Wire 

Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa Ushers in  
Year of the Ox 

 
Kama‘aina room packages available over the New Year weekend 

 
In keeping with tradition, the Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa will usher in the Year of the Ox or the 
year 4706 on the Chinese lunar calendar.  The festivities will take place on Monday, January 26 at the hotel’s 
Tapa Bar.  At 6 p.m., Dennis Hwang, incoming president of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, will be 
introduced, followed by the introduction of Narcissus Festival Queen Lisa Wong and Her Court.  Members of the 
60th Narcissus Court also include 1st Princess Tina Ng, 2nd Princess Dan Yuan, 3rd Princess Kacie Pang and 4th 
Princess Kristine Duong.  At 6:15, there’ll be  
 
On the Western calendar, the start of the New Year falls on Monday, January 26, and those born under the sign of 
the Ox were born in 1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, and 1997.  The ox is one of the most patient 
signs in the Chinese zodiac and famous people born in the Year of the Ox include President Barack Obama, actor 
George Clooney, boxer Oscar De La Hoya and Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai. 
 
For the Chinese New Year weekend, kama‘aina are invited to enjoy a “staycation” at the Village.  Hilton’s 
Kama‘aina Special, which is good through December 20, includes a $149 per night room rate for Sunday 
through Thursday stays, and $165 per night for Friday and Saturday nights. The rate also includes the 
following: 
 

• Special $10 daily self-parking rate 
• Late checkout at 4 p.m. (based upon availability) 
• 50% off lagoon water toys, which include waterbees, kayaks and watercycles (does not include 

surfboards) 
• 20% off Mandara Spa treatments 
• 15% off dining at Bali by the Sea, Village Steak & Seafood, Rainbow Lanai and Tapa Café  

 
There’s something for everyone at the 22-acre resort:  Waikiki’s largest pool – the 10,000-square-foot Super Pool, 
the rejuvenated Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon, more than 30 species of wildlife including 8 South African penguins, 
20 dining outlets, 90 shops and entertainment, including the legendary Jerry Santos of Olomana on Friday 
evenings.  There’s also the independently owned and operated Mandara Spa in the Kalia Tower that offers a YSPA 

Menu just for teenagers with treatments that include 
a Heavenly Massage, Surfers’ Scrub, Fabulous Fruity 
Facial and Acne Attack Facial.  Kama‘aina are 
entitled to a 20 percent discount off all of Mandara’s 
spa services. 
 
For room reservations, call the resort directly at 
(808) 949-4321 and ask for rate code P3. This 
special is valid through December 20, and is based 
on availability as some blackout dates may 
apply.  Proof of Hawaii residency required. For more 
information about the Hilton Hawaiian Village, visit 
www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com. 
 
*Mandara Spa is independently owned and 
operated.  Late checkout is based upon 
availability and 15% off dining at select 
restaurants does not apply to alcoholic 
beverages.  At check-in, guest will receive 50% 
off certificate for lagoon water toys to present 
to Waikiki Beach Activities (independently 
owned and operated).  

 

Left to right:  3rd Princess Kacie Pang, 1st Princess Tina Ng, Narcissus 
Queen Lisa Wong, 2nd Princess Dan Yuan and 4th Princess Kristin 
Duong.  Photo by Paul Hayashi. 

http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com
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• The Royal Hawaiian, A Luxury Collection Resort 
reopened on Jan. 20, 2009 as a member of Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts’ elite Luxury Collection.  
 
The Royal Hawaiian’s multimillion-dollar 
transformation included a redesign of the reception 
area and 529 guestrooms to incorporate 21st-century 
upgrades with classic design elements. The resort will 
also feature new food and beverage offerings at its new 
restaurants, Azure and Surf Lanai, highlighting 
contemporary Hawaiian cuisine. The Royal Hawaiian 
will also welcome the reopening of the Abhasa Waikiki 
Spa, which received its own refresh as a result of the 
property-wide enhancements.  
 
• The Grand Waikikian™ by Hilton Grand Vacations 
Club® opened to guests and owners on Dec. 20, 2008. 
The Grand Waikikian features 331 one-, two- and 
three-bedroom suites that include a private outdoor 
lanai, upscale furnishings, full kitchen, washer and 
dryer, flat-screen televisions, entertainment system, 
complimentary high-speed wireless internet access, 
deep-soaking tubs, and rich woods and stone details.  
 
The Grand Waikikian’s 5,000-square foot Paradise 
Pool will feature a waterslide, waterfalls and swim-
through grotto terraces.  
 
• The Outrigger Reef on the Beach has opened its 
brand new Pacific Tower, marking the beginning of the 
final phase of the hotel’s $110 million transformation 
project. The Pacific Tower includes 403 guestrooms 
and 33 suites with modern amenities, full-sized tubs 
and made-in-Hawai‘i bath amenities in every room. 
The Outrigger Reef also recently completed its porte 
cochere and driveway that includes a historic, restored 
century-old canoe.  
 
In Spring 2009, the property will welcome several 
more shops, a new pool deck, and the Kani Ka Pila 
Grille, a casual poolside restaurant highlighting 
Hawai‘i’s rich musical legacy with live performances by 
legendary island musicians and up-and-coming talent.  
 
• The OHANA Waikiki Beachcomber recently 
completed an extensive $21 million renovation that 
included redesigning its 495 guestrooms, lobby and 
porte cochere. In February, the hotel will welcome 
Jimmy Buffett’s at the Beachcomber, a 22,000-
square- foot dining, entertainment and retail venue 
offering a full menu, cocktails and live entertainment. 
The new Honolulu Surfing Museum and Bar will offer 
cocktails and showcase surfing collectibles and 

memorabilia. Additional upgrades to the hotel include 
a new business center and fitness room.  
 
• The Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort and Spa 
recently completed construction of its newest function 
space, the Lani Kai Room. The 3,600-square-foot 
banquet hall can accommodate over 150 guests and 
offers a beachfront view and 500-square-foot open 
lanai. In early 2009, high-speed Internet will be 
installed to allow meeting and convention users to 
utilize the space to its fullest.  
 
• The Sheraton Waikiki opened its $8 million 
Helumoa Playground in December.  
 
Helumoa Playground is a 12,500-square-foot resort 
activity area that rests between the Sheraton Waikiki 
and The Royal Hawaiian and features two fresh water 
swimming pools, a 15-foot high by 70-foot long water 
slide, a staging area for outdoor functions, two large 
whirlpools with sweeping views of Waikīkī Beach, an 
interactive fountain area for kids, farm to table cuisine 
at RumFire, chaise water sunning benches, and a pool 
hut where guests may borrow towels and purchase 
pool toys and sun products. The Playground also 
offers family activities such as lei making, water slide 
races, hula lessons, story telling, and star-gazing. The 
two pools will be treated by an environmentally 
friendly salt chlorination treatment system.  
 
• In December 2008, Halekulani unveiled “The 
Orchid Suite at Halekulani,” a 2,365-square-foot 
suite set apart from the hotel’s main building and 
offering panoramic views of Waikīkī and Diamond 
Head.  
 
The suite’s amenities include an exclusive Sea of Life 
Wellness Program designed by SpaHalekulani 
featuring treatments and therapies inspired by the 
sea, a full-service Sub-Zero Wolf kitchen with 
interactive cooking experiences by Halekulani chefs, 
daily market deliveries, a select La Mer menu, and Art 
in Motion luxury automobile program.  
 
Guests of the Orchid Suite will also be treated to the 
Premier Collection’s complimentary services, including 
butler service, customized culinary programs, 
personal concierge and VIP privileges with the hotel’s 
“For You Everything, Program” offering complimentary 
access to many of O‘ahu’s best culture and art venues.  
 

• The 94-room Aqua Bamboo & Spa completed a 
renovation upgrade of its guest rooms and public 
areas.  

Recent Renovations and Upgrades to Waikīkī Hotels 
Constantly improving Waikīkī product for visitors and kama‘āina to enjoy 
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NEW SHOW SCHEDULE (now 3 nights a week) 
 

Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows by 
Hawai‘i’s finest hula halau hula (dance troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers.  Opens with traditional blowing 
of conch shell.   
 

Tues-Thurs-Sat, weather-permitting.  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
(6:00-7:00 p.m.-Jan) at the Kūhiō Beach Hula 
Mound, near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside at 
Uluniu & Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.   
 
FREE and open to the public.  Outdoors, casual, 
seating on the grass; beach chairs, mats, etc. okay.  
Cameras welcome.  Presented by the City & County of 
Honolulu, the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority  and Waikīkī 
Improvement Association.   
 

For information, call 843-8002. 
                 

Week-nights 
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 

Every Thursday – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Weekends 
Saturday, Jan 24 – Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 
 
Saturday, Jan 31 – Kapi'olani Ha'o and Halau Ke Kia'i 
A O Hula 
 

Hawai‘i Convention Center Announces New  
Promotional Program at Major Industry Event in New Orleans 

 
At the end of every episode of Hawai‘i Five-0, Steve McGarrett would always say “book ‘em, Danno.”  Now the 
Hawai‘i Convention Center wants groups to “book ‘em” by announcing a new promotion to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of Hawai‘i’s statehood – The Hawai‘i 50th Promotion – worth 50 roundtrip airline tickets, $50,000 in 
destination support, $50,000 in global outreach and attendance/marketing promotional support, $50,000 in hotel 
credit and 50 percent off of the center’s rental fee.  To qualify for this promotion groups must book a meeting with 
at least 3,000 attendees or 1,500 room nights peak for one of the following years: 2011, 2012, 2016 and 
2017.  Bookings must be confirmed by Dec. 31, 2009. 

 
The announcement was made, while the percussive sounds of the theme of  Hawai‘i Five-0 played, at the 
Professional Convention Management Association’s (PCMA) Annual Meeting being held in New Orleans that 
kicked-off on Jan. 11 and concludes this Wednesday.   

 
The PCMA Annual Meeting is the premier event for meetings industry leaders to learn new strategies, discover 
innovative solutions, and share best practices.  The Hawai‘i Convention Center was joined by the Hawai‘i Visitors 
and Convention Bureau (HVCB), The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA), as well as some of its valued hotel 
partners.  The 30 member team from Hawai‘i was joined by over 3,000 meetings industry colleagues for more than 
80 cutting-edge education sessions and outstanding networking opportunities. 

 
“It was very important for us as one of PCMA’s 11 strategic partners to offer this valuable program for our 
potential clientele,” explained Joe Davis, SMG general manager of the Hawai‘i Convention Center. “We hope that 
groups take advantage of this value added offer and join us in celebrating Hawai‘i’s 50 years of statehood.” 

 
Groups or organizations interested in taking advantage of this offer should call the Hawai‘i Convention Center at 
1-800-295-6603 or by email at info@hccsmg.com. 
 
 

mailto:info@hccsmg.com


 

Waikīkī (and beyond) parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

January 25, 2009 Sunday 
7:00AM Starts 
12noon Ends 

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION-SHARON'S RIDE/RUN/WALK sponsored by 
Epilepsy Foundation of Hawaii.  The event is expected to have 600 
participants.  Ride:  It will start at Kapiolani Community College (KCC) Lot, to 
Diamond Head Rd., to Kahala Ave., to Kealaolu St., to Kalanianaole Hwy., to 
Lunalilo Home Rd., to Hawaii Kai Dr., to Kealahou St., to Kalanianaole Hwy., 
to Keolu Dr., to Wanaao Rd., to Kailua Rd., to Kalaheo Ave., to Kawailoa Rd., 
to Aalapapa Dr., to Mokula Dr., to Kawailoa Rd., to Kalapawai Store 75K 
turnaround pt., going back to Kilauea Ave., to 18th Ave., to Diamond Head 
Rd., to finish at KCC.  Run/Walk:  5K-It will start at Diamond Hd State Park 
access road, to Diamond Head Rd., to Kahala Ave near Ft. Ruger Park and 
turnaround, to finish at KCC Parking Lot.  10K- continue from Kahala Ave., 
turnaround at Kealaolu St., to finish at KCC Parking Lot.   
 
Ride Contact:  Raul Torres 223-2622, Fax:  737-8985 
E-mail:  info@bocahawaii.com  
 
Run/Walk Contact Ed Kemper 524-0330 
 
Fax:  523-1406, E-mail:  edracers@aol.com  
 
For more info, visit their website:  www.sharonforepilepsy.com 

February 7, 2009 Saturday 
6:00PM Starts 
11:00PM Ends 

PRO BOWL BLOCK PARTY sponsored by City & County of Honolulu 
/WIA/NFL. The event is expected to have 5,000+ participants. The event will 
close Kalakaua Avenue all traffic lanes/sidewalk areas, from Kaiulani Avenue 
to Kapahulu Avenue.  One mauka lane on Kalakaua Ave. will be closed from 
1:30 pm for booth setup.  Traffic will be diverted starting 4 pm for event.   
 
Contact:  Edward Nishioka 768-3395, Fax:  523-4242.   
 
E-mail:  enishioka@honolulu.gov   
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:info@bocahawaii.com
mailto:edracers@aol.com
http://www.sharonforepilepsy.com
mailto:enishioka@honolulu.gov
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com

