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King Kamehameha Celebration 
 

Festivities taking place this weekend celebrate Kamehameha I (died May 8, 1819) also known as Kamehameha the 
Great.  Kamehameha 1 conquered the Hawaiian Islands and formally established the Kingdom of Hawai‘i in 1810.  
In 1871, Kamehameha V decreed a holiday in his honor, celebrated annually on June 11.  
 
Friday, June 12  
ANNUAL KING KAMEHAMEHA STATUE DECORATION CEREMONY  
Prelude to the King Kamehameha statue decoration ceremonies there will be 
a concert by the Royal Hawaiian Band, 3:30 p.m. at the Honolulu Civic 
Center. At 4 pm, the statue of King Kamehameha I, in the Honolulu Civic 
Center, will be decorated with 13 foot floral leis, which are created on site 
throughout the day by volunteers. Music and hula performances add to the 
colorful display; a photographer's delight.   

 
Saturday, June 13, 9:30 am 
93rd ANNUAL KING KAMEHAMEHA 
CELEBRATION FLORAL PARADE 
Parade Celebration Theme:  
"E Ho‘omau  I Ka Ha" - "To Preserve 
the Breath" 
 
Honored each year by the citizens of 
the State of Hawai‘i with a colorful 
parade of floral floats, glamorous Pau 
riders and outstanding marching 
bands.  Photos taken in 2008. 
 
The parade traverses the streets of Honolulu beginning at King and 
Richards Streets, Punchbowl Street, onto Ala Moana Boulevard, merging 
into Kalākaua Avenue, ending at the Queen Kapi‘olani Park. Parade awards 
presentation follow. 
 
Saturday, June 13, 9 am to 4 pm 
Na Hana No‘eau o ka Pakipika 
Artistic Endeavors of the Pacific-Queen Kapi‘olani Park. Entertainment, 
food booths, arts, crafts, demonstrations and displays of Polynesia. 
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June VASH Report 
 
Many people in the tourism industry are not aware of VASH, which stands for the Visitor Aloha Society of Hawai‘i.  
We were founded over 10 years ago by the Rotary Club of Honolulu to assist visitors in emergency situations, since 
there were no organizations available to help visitors who are thousands of miles away from home. We are funded 
by the Hawaii Tourism Authority and our services are complimentary to the visitors.   
 
The mission of VASH is to share Aloha with visitors who are victims of a 
crime or other adversities, and to provide follow-up assistance and 
support in an effort to create a positive memory of their stay in our 
islands. 
 
Our office assists hundreds of visitors every year, and some of the 
problems include thefts, car break-ins, medical emergencies, and even 
bereavement cases. 
 
VASH assists visitors from all over the world and we are fortunate to have 
volunteers who speak different languages. We recently had a case 
involving a Japanese visitor who was tired after his flight from Japan so 
he decided to take a nap in the lobby of his hotel. The man was carrying a 
small bag with all his money. While he was sleeping, he was robbed.  
When he woke up, his money bag was gone.  Fortunately, there was a 
videotape of the suspect.  The visitor was happy that we had a Japanese-
speaking volunteer to help him with his situation and he was grateful for 
our assistance. 
 
We recently assisted a visitor from Washington State who was almost 
eight months pregnant.  She was admitted to Kapi‘olani Medical Center in 
false labor and then released. The airline would not let her on the 
airplane without a letter from her doctor. While she was trying to get the 
letter, she had more complications and had to be readmitted to the hospital where she was treated and released 
again. Fortunately, we were able to work with the hospital and the airline and arranged for a safe return home 
before she gave birth.  
 
During the past few weeks, we got a call to help two visitors from Indiana who were illegally camping at the Aiea 
Heiau. They had their tent, cash, credit cards, and ID’s stolen.  What made this case unusual for us is that both of 
the visitors were legally deaf. We put them up in a hotel, provided meals, and they continued their trip the next 
day to a neighbor island.   
 
Statistics until the end of April:  VASH had 281 cases and assisted 644 visitors.  This represents a 19% 
increase in visitors assisted this year over last. 
 
To learn more about VASH or if we can provide any assistance to a visitor, please give call at 926-8274.  VASH is 
located in Waikīkī at the Waikiki Shopping Plaza, Suite 403-3.   

 

Jessica Lani Rich 
President & Executive Director 
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Moonbow Tropics debuts new Waikīkī store  
 

New location at Outrigger Reef on the Beach offers shoppers a carefully culled selection of 
exceptional aloha attire and exclusive offerings 

 
Moonbow Tropics, purveyor of upscale resort-wear with an island-flair, recently unveiled its new 2,000 square-foot 
Waikīkī location at Outrigger Reef on the Beach.   The retailer enjoys a cult-following amongst both local and 
globe-trotting shoppers, thanks to its variety of exclusive clothing lines and high-touch customer service.   
 
“With the ambiance of a well-groomed home, our 
newest Moonbow Tropics boutique at Outrigger Reef 
offers access to the finest aloha attire, resort wear 
and accessories, often not found anywhere else on 
the islands,” said Alan Jay, president and owner of 
Moonbow Tropics. “Each item we carry has a unique 
story to tell, such as authentic Hawaiian shirt labels 
from the 1930s, 40s and 50s or a hand-set 
gemstone necklace – this is what sets our store 
apart and inspires guests to return time and time 
again.” 
 
Moonbow Tropics is renowned for possessing the 
largest, most authentic collection of Hawaiian shirts 
anywhere in Hawai‘i and beyond. Its extensive 
selection of aloha apparel includes Hawaii’s most 
distinguished labels, such as Kahala, Tori Richard, 
Kamehameha, Kalakaua and Paradise Found. 
Additionally, the store features cutting-edge 
designers– many of which are exclusive to Moonbow Tropics – such as Nic + Zoe, XCVI, Shag by Toes on the Nose 
and hand-tailored silk shirts from Nat Nast.  
 
“The new Moonbow Tropics boutique is the ultimate shopping experience for discerning Waikīkī guests and 
Hawai‘i residents,” said Barbara Campbell, vice president of retail, development and leasing for Outrigger 
Enterprises Group. “Being the cornerstone retail piece at our all-new renovated beachfront property, we couldn’t 
be happier to have secured this gracious family-run operation as our anchor store.” 

 
A family-run business since 1995, Moonbow Tropics is truly owner-operated – all family members, four 
generations deep, play an important role in the store’s success.  Everything from the day-to-day operations to 
carpentry of the custom-designed native Hawaiian wood fixtures and hand making of one-of-a-kind jewelry - all is 
done by the Maui-based family.   
 
Located at the entrance of Outrigger Reef on the Beach, Moonbow Tropics sits across from the newly-refurbished 
hotel pool and increasingly popular restaurant Kani Ka Pila Grille.   
 
“Opening our new boutique at Outrigger Reef on the Beach is a perfect fit for Moonbow Tropics – the hotel just 
emerged from a stunning multi-million dollar renovation and its focus on Hawaiian culture and treating guests 
with sincere aloha runs parallel to our own business model,” added Jay. 
 
Hawai‘i residents have the opportunity to be a member of Moonbow Tropics’ Cabana Club – a loyalty program for 
customers to earn special pricing for shopping at any of the five stores in Hawai‘i.  Friends and family can earn 
points to quickly redeem for more great merchandise. Special offers, discounts and complimentary gifts from 
Moonbow Tropics are also shared with Cabana Club members.   
 
In addition to its storefront at Outrigger Reef on the Beach, Moonbow Tropics also operates four other locations, 
including stores in Paia, Mā‘alaea and Lahaina on Maui. Moonbow Tropics was honored with the Governor’s 
Award for “Best Specialty Store in Hawai‘i.”  For additional information on Moonbow Tropics’ Outrigger Reef on the 
Beach location, please call 808-924-1496 or visit www.moonbowtropics.com.  

 

http://www.moonbowtropics.com
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Chef Ryan Loo presents a Father’s Day Special 
“Farm to Table for Dad” Dinner at Twist at Hanohano 

Father’s Day, indulge your taste buds, as Executive Chef Ryan Loo has put together an unforgettable four-course 
menu using the philosophy that cooking is about synergy, the harmony of fresh local ingredients and products 
and how they are cared for from farm to table. Enjoy this unique dining experience with your Dad at Twist at 
Hanohano at the Sheraton Waikīkī.   

The Father’s Day four-course menu will consist of the following items: 

Kahuku corn and Kula sweet onion consommé 
Kona abalone confit, Kahuku sea asparagus,  

cherry heirloom tomatoes 
Wine Pairing: Sauvignon Blanc Babich New Zealand 

*** 
Warm meyer lemon scented Tristan lobster  

North shore watermelon relish, Waimanalo farms tarragon emulsion, 
Maui hydroponic watercress 

Wine Pairing: Rombauer Chardonnay Napa Valley 
*** 

Intermezzo 
Tropical fruit and champagne “ravioli” 

*** 
Twisted veal “oscar” 

Twin bridges Waialua asparagus and king crab mosaic, buttered 
morels and chanterelles, 
“truffled” merlot sauce 

Wine Pairing: Zinfandel 7 Deadly Zins, Lodi 
 

4th Course 
Black forest 3 “cherries jubilee” 

Dark chocolate mousse, Big Island mac nut crunch, Dean Okimoto’s 
lemon verbena and mint accents 

Wine Pairing: Six Grape Port 

Twist at Hanohano offers outstanding food, excellent service, and a breathtaking skyline view streaming from 
Diamond Head to the famous Waikīkī beach. There will also be entertainment by Ginny Tiu on piano from 6:00 pm 
to 9:00 pm.  

We will be offering our core 3, 4 and 5 course meals starting at $65.00 along side the special father’s day menu. 
All applicable taxes will be added to the menu prices and a 17 percent gratuity will be applied for parties of seven 
or more.  Complimentary valet parking and validated self-parking available at the Sheraton Waikiki. 

For reservations or more information, please call the Starwood Waikīkī’s central dining desk at 808-921-4600 or 
send an email to tdrc.waikiki@starwoodhotels.com. 

Chef Ryan Loo and Sean Ono 

mailto:tdrc.waikiki@starwoodhotels.com
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Celebrate Dads with Scrumptious Food and Great Music at  
Kani Ka Pila Grille  

 
Give dad the gift of relaxation and great food this Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21, 2009, at the newly opened Kani 
Ka Pila Grille in the Outrigger Reef on the Beach.  
 
In honor and celebration of fathers, Chef Harold Beltran has designed a delicious menu packed with BBQ specials 
including Rack of Lamb with Mint Pesto ($32.95), Mango-Guava Glazed Pork Ribs ($27.95), Lobster Tail with 
Lemon-Garlic Butter ($39.95), Beef Kabob with Garlic Mustard ($20.95), and plenty more to satisfy a father’s 
hunger.  
 
Chef Beltran will be manning the grill from 4:30 to 8:30 pm so dads can kick back and relax while Chef Beltran 
and the Kani Ka Pila Grille staff does 
the work. “Dads and barbeque go hand 
in hand, so a menu filled with grilled 
meats and seafood just made sense,” 
said Chef Beltran.  
 
While relaxing in the open air setting of 
Kani Ka Pila Grille, guests on Father’s 
Day will enjoy the talent of local 
musician and songwriter Brother 
Noland, “The Hawaiian Man,” from 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Brother Noland is well 
known throughout the islands for his 
traditional Hawaiian, slack-key and 
swing music. He is also an early 
proponent of “Jawaiian” fusion (a 
Hawaiian style of reggae music). An 
icon in Hawai‘i’s music scene, Brother 
Noland is said to “live aloha” and 
elegantly express the essence of the 
phrase in the notes he plays.  
 
Give Dad the thanks he deserves this year by treating him to scrumptious food, great music, and an enjoyable 
atmosphere at Kani Ka Pila Grille in the Outrigger Reef on the Beach.  
             
Kani Ka Pila Grille serves casual island cuisine for breakfast, lunch and dinner daily from 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
The live entertainment from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. nightly combines some of Hawai‘i’s most well-known island 
musicians with fresh new local talent. Validated valet parking is available at $6 for up to 4 hours with any same 
day purchase at Kani Ka Pila Grille. Please call (808) 924-4990 for reservation. 
 
 
 
 

 

Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted and when that happens, e kālā mai. 
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Oceanarium Restaurant introduces Mahalo Thursday  
Lunch Buffet  

 
Pacific Beach Hotel Offers Great Senior Discounts at the  

Famous Oceanarium Restaurant 
 
Oceanarium at the Pacific Beach Hotel in Waikīkī is pleased to announce the addition of the Mahalo Thursday 
Senior Lunch Buffet, due to the popularity of the Aloha Friday Lunch Buffet. At a fantastic price of only $10.50 
plus tax, seniors (65+ with valid ID) can enjoy Oceanarium’s delicious local favorites, such as Lau Lau, Island 
Chicken, poke, lomi lomi, as well as fresh sushi items and a delectable array of desserts.  
  
Senior specials at Oceanarium, like the 
Mahalo Thursday and Aloha Friday 
buffets, are not limited only to lunch. 
Monday through Thursday, the 
Breakfast Buffet is offered at only $9.75 
plus tax, and Saturday Brunch is $14.50 
plus tax. Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights, the 2-for-1 Senior Dinner Buffet 
is an excellent deal for early bird diners 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m.  

 
No matter when you dine here, your 
meal comes with a truly incredible 
tableside view of Hawai’i’s largest indoor 
Oceanarium, featuring over 70 different 
marine species.  

 
To take advantage of the hotel’s special 
rates, call them toll free at  
1-800-367-6060, or on O‘ahu 923-4511. 
You can also book online at 
www.pacificbeachhotel.com. 

 
Part of the Hawaiian hospitality tradition since 1964, the HTH hotel collection includes the Pacific Beach Hotel on 
the beach at Waikīkī , which features the spectacular three-story indoor Oceanarium; and the 359-room Pagoda 
Hotel, famous for its koi fish pond, Japanese garden and Pagoda “Floating” restaurant and centrally located close 
to the widest variety of shopping choices in Hawaii. HTH Corporation was founded in 1975 to consolidate the 
diverse Hawai‘i-based corporations and business enterprises owned by H. T. Hayashi. For more information, visit 
www.hthcorp.com. 

 

           Childcare Program 
 
The Waikiki Community Center (WCC) is a private, nonprofit agency that 
provides childcare and early childhood education during the weekday and 
weekend.  Our Early Childhood Program provides families with quality 
childcare in a safe and nurturing environment by promoting individual growth 

and development. meeting the needs of today’s working parents, especially those who live or work in Waikīkī’s 
24/7 travel industry.  We promote individual growth and development and provide a variety of developmentally 
appropriate skills that nurture social, emotional, physical and cognitive growth.  
 
WCC’s Childcare Program is licensed by the State of Hawai‘i and enrolls up to 99 children at one time.   
A scholarship program is available to families with limited income. 
 
To enroll in WCC’s Preschool Program, contact Pam Seelig, Child Care Program Director at 922-2098. 

 

http://www.pacificbeachhotel.com
http://www.hthcorp.com
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Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa rolls out Wedding Specials 
 

Love is in the air…and on the beach, under a gazebo and in a wedding chapel 
 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa is making it easier for couples to say “I do” with a variety of wedding 
ceremony and reception specials for Hawaii residents. 

 
Best Bridal Hawaii, operator of the Ocean Crystal 
Chapel at the Hilton, is offering wedding and vow 
renewal specials beginning at just $199. Couples can 
reserve their special day for any day in 2009 or 2010 
before August 31 to qualify for the special rates.  The 
Beach Vow Renewal Ceremony starts at $199, plus 
tax, and it comes with a ceremony coordinator, 
licensed officiate, and the Hawai‘i State beach permit.  

 
At the stunning Ocean Crystal Chapel on the resort 
grounds, Best Bridal Hawaii is offering 60-minute 
access to the chapel’s gazebo starting at $500 plus 
tax.  For 90-minute access to the Ocean Crystal 
Chapel, starting price is $2,000 plus tax. 

 
The Ocean Crystal Chapel sits on top of cascading 
waterfalls and is situated in a lush garden setting, 
providing an enchanting resort wedding experience.  It is “everything crystal,” from the crystal chandelier at the 
altar, to the floor-to-ceiling crystal glass windows, to the crystal white wedding aisle with a crystal pink trim.  The 
pews comfortably seat 70 guests. 

 
For reservations, call Best Bridal Hawaii at (808) 922-4130, ext. 0.  Or, e-mail Best Bridal at 
info@bestbridalhawaii.com. 

 
The Hilton is already a popular choice for 
wedding receptions, and now, Hawai‘i 
residents can take advantage of a Wedding 
Buffet Special that includes Hors d’oeuvres 
and a Full Dinner Buffet for at least 50 guests 
at $70 per person.  The Hors d’oeuvres 
include a bouquet of vegetable crudités; a 
choice of two of the following:  petit tomato 
and mozzarella crostini; smoked salmon and 
dill cream cheese pin wheels; proscuitto and 
chilled melon and midori; ahi tuna tartar 
spoons; or assorted maki sushi rolls.  For  
hot selections, they can choose two of the 
following:  roasted Chinese duck steam  
buns; crisp vegetable spring rolls; assorted 
dim sum, rumaki; or spinach and cheese 
spanikopita.   The dinner buffet is an 
impressive spread with a selection of salads, 
including Hawaiian-grown tomato salad; 
pacific chicken and rice noodle salad and sushi rice salad.  Couples can select two entrees from the following 
choices:  steamed island fish, grilled salmon fillet, herb and garlic roasted chicken breast, grilled huli huli chicken, 
or mustard and herb roasted pork loin.  For a featured carved dish, couples can choose between cracked pepper 
and herb roasted top sirloin of beef and Kona sea salt crusted strip loin of beef; and two accompaniments:  baked 
potato gratin, roasted red potatoes, shiitake rice, garlic mashed potatoes, tomato and zucchini gratin, sautéed 
seasonal vegetables.  A variety of desserts and fresh fruits also come with the dinner.  Hilton’s Events Department 
also offers a variety of packages and choices for receptions of less than 50 guests.   For information or to book a 
wedding reception, call the Hilton’s Events Department at (808) 949-4321, ext. 35.                     

mailto:info@bestbridalhawaii.com
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows by 
Hawai‘i’s finest hula halau hula (dance troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers.  Opens with traditional blowing 
of conch shell.   
 

Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday-Sunday, weather-
permitting.  6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Kūhiō Beach Hula 
Mound, near Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside at 
Uluniu & Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.   
 
FREE and open to the public.  Outdoors, casual, 
seating on the grass; beach chairs, mats, etc. okay.  
Cameras welcome.  Presented by the City & County of 
Honolulu, the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority  and Waikīkī 
Improvement Association.   
 

For information, call Marnie Weeks, Producer, Kūhiō 
Beach Hula Shows, 843-8002. 

                 

Week-nights 
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 

Every Thursday – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Weekends 
Sat June 13 – Coleen Aiu and Halau Hula O Maiki 
 
Sun June 14 – Leimomi Ho and Keali'ika'apunihonua 
Ke'ena A'o Hula 

Waikiki Beach Walk’s June Concert line-up  
 

(Talented performers sizzle this summer during Free Concerts in Waikiki) 
 
Waikiki Beach Walk has become the new gathering place on Sunday afternoons as hundreds of locals and visitors 
alike congregate to be serenaded by various talented island musicians. Hosted by Jeff Apaka, the Sunday 
Showcase concert series offers scores of talented musicians from various genres, including Jazz, Hawaiian, Local 
Island Folk Songs, Contemporary and R & B. Weekly concerts are from 5-6 pm on the Plaza Stage at Waikiki 
Beach Walk. 
 
JUNE SUNDAY SHOWCASE 
 
June 14 – Halau Hula O Nawahine (Halau/Hawaiian)  
 
This talented Hula Halau first graced the stage at Waikiki Beach Walk in March 
of this year.  Halau Hula O Nawahine began in 1983 and the hula style comes 
from the late Aunty Bella Richards of Kailua where their hula lineage reaches to 
the island of Hawaii.   
 
This Halau is located in Kaneohe and Japan under the tutelage of Kumu Hula 
Marlene Nawahine Haili Kuraoka. The Halau actively continues to generously 
share their hula performances at venues across the State of Hawaii, Japan and 
the mainland. 
 
Valet parking for up to four hours is available for $6.00 at the Embassy Suites-
Waikiki Beach Walk (201 Beachwalk) and the Wyndham Vacation Ownership-
Waikiki Beach Walk (227 Lewers Street), with any same-day purchase from any 
Waikiki Beach Walk merchant.  
 

 

 



 

Waikīkī parade watch (courtesy of the City) 

June 14, 2009      Sunday 
6:00AM Starts 
10:00AM Ends  

HIBISCUS HALF MARATHON sponsored by The Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  The event is to have 800 runners.  It will start at Kapiolani Park, to 
Kalākaua Ave.,  to Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to 18th Ave., 
to Kilauea Ave., to Wai‘alae Ave., to Kalanianaole Hwy., to Kealaolu Ave., to 
Kahala Ave., to Diamond Hd. Rd., to Kalakaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon 
Finish line.  

Contact: Raul Torres of Boca Hawaii LLC 223-2622,  
E-mail:info@bocahawaii.comFor further info,check their 
website:http://www.bocahawaii.com/  
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:info@bocahawaii.com
http://www.bocahawaii.com/
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com


Waikiki Beach Clean-up!
June 13, 2009

(Kamehameha Day!)

Please join the Waikiki Ohana Workforce of the Waikiki Improvement Association
for a Waikiki Beach Clean-up!

Continental Breakfast to be provided. Please RSVP @923-1094.

7:00 am: Meet at the Duke Kahanamoku Statue in Kuhio Beach Park .
(Transportation will be provided to other clean-up areas.)

9:00 am: Ends back at Kuhio Beach Park.

• Wear a company t-shirt and have a photo taken!
• All are welcome!
• RSVP 923-1094 ext. 6.

Phone: 808-923-1094
Fax: 808-923-2622
E-mail: mail@waikikiimprovement.com

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760
Honolulu, HI 96815

Waikiki Improvement Association

Our valuable sponsors: ABC Stores, DFS Hawaii,
E Noa Corporation, HPD-D6, Halekulani, Hawaiian Building Maintenance, Hilton Hawaiian Village, Hyatt
Regency Waikiki, International Market Place, Outrigger Enterprises, Pacific Beach Hotel, Roberts Hawaii,

Sheraton Princess Ka‘iulani, Royal Star Hawaii, Waikiki Beach Activities Inc.,
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort, Waikiki Trade Center.

mailto:E-mail:mail@waikikiimprovement.com

