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Hawai‘i’s Quest for Statehood  
 

Hawai‘i’s quest for statehood started in the early 1900’s with a member of 
Hawaiian royalty, Prince Kūhiō Kalanianaole, who was also Hawai‘i’s territorial 
delegate.  
  
Here are excerpts from the Official Website of Hawai‘i’s 50th State Anniversary 
Commission. 
 
1903 - The Territorial Legislature of Hawai‘i passes a resolution calling on 
territorial delegate Prince Kūhiō Kalanianaole to request that the U.S. 
Congress consider “an Act enabling the people of this Territory . . . [to] adopt a 
State Constitution” so as to be “admitted as a State into the Union.” 
  
February 11, 1919 - Prince Kūhiō introduces the first Hawaiian statehood bill 
to Congress.  The bill is referred to a committee for further study.  In 
subsequent years, this bill is followed by numerous other bills calling for 
Hawai‘i Statehood.  Prior to 1959, none of these bills gained congressional 
approval. 
 
October 6 – 22, 1937 - A joint congressional committee of 7 senators and 12 
representatives hold 17 days of hearings in Hawai‘i and conclude that Hawai‘i 
fulfills every requirement for Statehood.  A Statehood plebiscite, a vote from the people of Hawai‘i, is 
recommended. 
 
January 7-17, 1946 - The U.S. House Committee on Territories, headed by Louisiana 
representative Henry Larcade, holds hearings on statehood for Hawai‘i—the first since 
1937. 
   
January 7, 1948 - President Harry S. Truman calls for Hawai‘i Statehood in his state of 
the union message.  A third Congressional Statehood investigation is held in Hawai‘i for 12 
days.  The unanimous recommendation is immediate statehood. 
    
May 20, 1949 - In an attempt to expedite statehood, the Territorial Legislature approves 
the convening of a Constitutional Convention to frame a state constitution as other 
territories that became states had done successfully in the past. It is hoped that the 
creation of a constitution will demonstrate Hawai‘i’s preparedness for democracy. 
 
November 7, 1950 - The Hawai‘i State Constitution is approved by the people with a vote of 82,788 to 27,109. 
 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from page 1 
 
1952 - At the insistence of Senate Majority Leader Ernest W. 
McFarland (D-Arizona), a combined Hawai‘i-Alaska Statehood bill is 
sent to the Senate floor against the wishes of the Delegates of both 
Territories, who felt both had more chance of success if Hawai‘i 
went first.  The bill is sent back to committee on a 45-44 vote, 
ending action in the 82nd Congress.  Although both national party 
platforms endorse immediate Statehood, only the Democrats 
endorse immediate statehood for Alaska. 
  
February 24, 1954 - A 250 lb. petition containing 120,000 
signatures in favor of Hawai‘i Statehood is ceremoniously sent to 
the U.S. Congress from Hawai‘i.  
 
January 3, 1959 - Alaska becomes the 49th State.  The 86th Senate 
moves expeditiously to consider Hawai‘i for Statehood.  With the 
admission of the 49th state, both political parties are willing to admit 
a 50th state so as to maintain continual political balance in 
Washington, DC (with Alaska being predominantly Democratic and 
Hawai‘i more Republican at the time). 
  
March 11, 1959 - The Senate passes Hawai‘i’s Statehood Bill 75  
to 15. 
  
March 12, 1959 - The U.S. House of Representatives passes 
Hawai‘i’s Statehood Bill, 323 to 89. 
  
June 27, 1959 - A plebiscite is held to allow Hawai‘i residents to 
ratify the congressional vote for statehood.   
 
Out of 155,000 registered voters throughout the territory, 140,744 
ballots are cast.  The “yes for statehood” garners 94.3% (132,773 
votes) while the “no” ballots equal 5.7% (7,971 votes). 
  
August 21, 1959 - President Eisenhower makes Hawai‘i Statehood 
official by signing the proclamation (see actual photo above) that 
welcomes Hawai‘i as the 50th state of the union.  He also unveils 
the new fifty star flag. 
  
July 4, 1960 - A new fifty star flag is flown for the first time throughout the country. 
 
 
To view 2 videos from 1959, click on the following link:  http://bit.ly/kvrfv  
 
The first shows President Eisenhower signing the official document proclaiming Hawai‘i as the 
50th State and the second shows the celebration that took place on O‘ahu. 
 
The third video is a news clip that shows the 2 kids who were photographed and pictures on 
the front page of the newspaper.  
 
 

Hawai‘i celebrates 50 years of Statehood on August 21, 2009. 
 

 

 

http://bit.ly/kvrfv
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New Horizons for the Next 50 Years 
A Commemoration Conference 

August 21, 2009 
 
The 50th Anniversary of Hawai‘i’s Statehood provides a unique opportunity to commemorate the path that 
has brought us to the success we have experienced in our first 50 years since statehood, and to solidify the 
vision for who we will be over the next 50 years. 
 
The 50th Anniversary of Statehood will also bring the 
citizens of this great state together along with national 
and international representatives to help define what 
Hawai‘i means to the world. This commemorative 
conference will serve as the launching pad as we forge 
our future and reach out toward New Horizons for the Next 50 Years. 
 
Online registration is still available.  Pre-registration has ended.  All pre-registered delegates will receive a 
commemorative gift bag upon check-in in the Exhibit Halls. 
 
About the Conference 
The main objectives of this conference are to address specific topics germane to Hawai‘i’s history and, more 
importantly, its future. It will be a unique opportunity to share, educate and explore different points of view 
and information in a respectful manner. 
Major topics and themes which will be addressed through the course of the conference are as follows: 
• 21st Century Economy 
• Education for the Next Generation 
• Energy for Tomorrow 
• Technology in Our Daily Lives 
• Native Hawaiians: Cultural Navigation in a Sea of Change 

 
Conference Details 
•    General Session – Kalākaua Ballroom B & C 
• Exhibitor Hall – Kamehameha Exhibit Hall B 
• Luncheon #1 – Kamehameha Exhibit Hall A 
• Workshops – Third Floor Meeting Rooms 
 
Registration Rates 
• Delegate*: $30 
• Student Delegate*: $15 
• Food and beverage for continental breakfast, breaks throughout conference day, luncheon, closing 

reception, and evening entertainment: $50 
• Evening Event Only**: $50 (optional post-conference event) 
 

• *Registration includes all conference materials, opening and closing ceremonies, all plenary sessions,   
one workshop (to be selected at time of registration) and unlimited access to all exhibit pavilions. 

• **Reception and entertainment featuring The Platters, The Coasters and The Drifters 
• Sponsorship of student delegates is encouraged and is available to interested parties online at the 

conference registration website. 
 

Transportation/Parking 
• Parking is available at the Convention Center for the general public. Rate is $5. No overnight parking. 

 
For more information, visit http://hawaii.gov/statehood/events 

http://hawaii.gov/statehood/events
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Hawaiian Diacritical Marks 
 

Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in 
place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua Avenue and will include them whenever possible.  We 

also respect the individual use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.   
 

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the markings in all of the  
articles submitted and when that happens, e kālā mai. 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa’s Fireworks  
Culminate Statehood Celebration 

 
Fireworks move to special time this week; Kama‘aina invited to celebrate end of summer 

with kama‘aina offer 
 
In celebration of Hawai‘i’s 50 years of statehood, Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Beach Resort & Spa’s signature Friday night fireworks are 
moving approximately one hour later this Friday, August 21, to  
8:56 p.m.  The fireworks will conclude a daylong Statehood 
Conference at the Hawai‘i Convention Center. 
 
Throughout this statehood month and into the fall, kama‘aina are 
invited to stay-cation at the resort.  After several years of 
rejuvenation updates, the Village now features the Paradise Pool with 
Waikīkī’s longest resort slide at 77 feet, as well as Waikīkī’s newest 
hot spot, Tropics Bar & Grill.  Kama‘aina specials include room rates 
starting at $149 per night, with $10 a night self-parking, as well as 
discounts at Mandara Spa, Bali Steak & Seafood, Rainbow Lanai and 
Tropics Bar & Grill.   
 
Hilton Hawaiian Village also features some of the island’s premier 
talent at its venues.  On Fridays and Saturdays, legendary Jerry 
Santos takes the stage at Tapa Bar at 8 p.m., and plays through  
11 p.m.  Santos has been part of the island music scene for close to 
four decades, as is well known for being the lead singer for the 
award-winning group, Olomana.     
 
At Waikīkī’s new sizzling hot spot, Tropics Bar & Grill, multiple Na 
Hoku Hanohano award-winning singer Sean Na‘auao performs on 
Saturday evenings from 5 to 8 p.m.  Na‘auao is a Na Hoku Hanohano 
Award winner who has achieved tremendous success as a 
songwriter, producer and recording artist with his contemporary, 
“island-rhythm” style of reggae music.  He firmly established a 
successful island music solo career with such CD releases as “Giving Something Back,” “Hawaiian Living,” “Fish & 
Poi,” which earned him a prestigious Na Hoku Hanohano award for Island Contemporary Album of the Year.  Then 
on Sundays, Beach 5 plays and on Tuesdays, Ellsworth Simeona, another bright star in Hawai‘i’s music industry, 
performs at Tropics Bar & Grill.  
 
For room reservations, call the resort directly at (808) 949-4321 and ask for rate code P3. This special is valid 
through December 20, and is based on availability as some blackout dates may apply.  Proof of Hawai‘i residency 
required. For more information about the Hilton Hawaiian Village, visit www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com. 

 

http://www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com
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Kai Market opens at Sheraton Waikiki as Hawai‘i’s  
first Farm-To-Table dining experience 

  

At first glance, the new farm-to-table eatery at Sheraton Waikiki might look like a traditional buffet, but the 
presentation and quality of food is unlike anything Hawai‘i has seen, turning Kai Market into a food fair 
experience.  Open on August 7, the Kai Market offers breakfast and dinner menus that provide guests a true and 
distinct taste of Hawai‘i, and a look into the culture and traditions of Hawai‘i’s local people. 
 
Plantation Nights at Kai Market feature a Farmer’s 
Dinner table of cuisine inspired by generations of 
Hawai‘i’s multi-ethnic people and their plantation roots, 
as well as more traditional fare.  
 
The Plantation Nights at Kai Market dinner selections 
will change nightly and feature local favorites such as 
grandma’s soy sake braised beef shortribs or auntie’s 
kim chee tako poke, made with Hawai‘i’s freshest, 
locally-grown products masterfully prepared by 
Executive Chef Darren Demaya.  
 
This farm-to-table concept is a Hawai‘i first, with dishes 
prepared with produce from local growers. Kai Market 
also features three “living walls” of herbs and spices for 
chefs to pick fresh and include in their preparation of 
the restaurant’s signature dishes. 
 
“Locals and visitors who come to Kai Market have a 
chance to experience an authentic taste of the Islands,” 
said Demaya. “By offering fresh, local products we 
support our local farmers, help promote agricultural sustainability and nourish Hawai‘i’s economy.” 
 
In addition to traditional Hawaiian fare and ethnic dishes, Kai Market’s menu is highlighted by local family recipes 
of time-honored dishes that Hawai‘i’s people have enjoyed for decades. These dishes will be selected each month 
through a recipe contest and will be featured in a premier spot on the “Plantation Night” dinner. Sheraton Waikiki 
invites Hawai‘i residents to send in their favorite family recipe with a short paragraph about their family history 
and how they thrived in Hawai‘i. Please send your recipe entries to Laurie Kaeo at lauie.kaeo@sheraton.com or 
mail to 2255 Kalākaua Avenue, Executive Office, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815. Deadline for entries is September 30, 
2009. The grand prize winner will receive a gift certificate redeemable for a weekend stay at the Sheraton Waikiki’s 
expansive oceanfront Presidential Suite and dinner for his or her family (up to 10 people) at Kai Market. 
 
Breakfast prices are $26 for adults; children 12 and under eat free with paying adult (one child per adult), with 
additional children at $13 per child.  The Plantation Night dinner is $49 for adults; children 12 and under eat free 
with paying adult (one child per adult), with additional children at $26 per child.  Breakfast will be served from 6 
a.m. to 11 a.m. and dinner from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
 
Kai Market is open seven days a week and complimentary self-parking is available with validation.  For more 
information or reservations, please contact the dining reservation desk at 808-921-4600. 

 

mailto:lauie.kaeo@sheraton.com
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Honolulu Festival Foundation announces sub theme of 16th 
Annual Honolulu Festival "Discovery through Traditions" 

      
The 16th Annual Honolulu Festival will be held March 12-14, 2010.  

 
The Festival's theme, "Pacific Harmony," reflects the Foundation's vision to share the many cultures of the Pacific 
region with the people of Hawai‘i and those visiting from all over the world.   
 
The Honolulu Festival Foundation is very excited to announce its sub theme for the 16th Annual Honolulu 
Festival, "Discovery through Traditions."   
 
The Honolulu Festival has gone through a gradual process of development in recent years. What was once an 
event featuring Japan and Hawai‘i's culture has expanded to include representatives from Australia, Tahiti, 
Philippines, Republic of China (Taiwan), China, Korea and the U.S. Mainland. Alaska Native performers joined in 
the 15th Honolulu Festival. Participation by a variety of local ethnic groups has also increased each year.  
 
The Honolulu Festival held in March of this year commemorated the 15-year milestone with the vision to pass on 
the valuable cultures and traditions of the Pacific Rim to our future generations. It is with this thought in mind 
that we will continue in 2010, by fusing the old and the new, extending beyond the past and the present, and 
encouraging "Discovery through Traditions."   
 
The 16th Annual Honolulu Festival is a three-day celebration, highlighting the people and diversity of the Pacific 
and Asia through an impressive showcase of the arts and culture. More than 5,000 participants and visitors from 
Japan and other Pacific Rim countries will come to 
Honolulu specifically to take part in the Festival, giving a 
boost to Hawai‘i's tourism economy.  
 
The Festival will be open to the public on March 13 and 
14 at various locations including the Hawai‘i Convention 
Center, Ala Moana Center and Waikiki Beach Walk. It will 
conclude with a spectacular Grand Parade through 
Waikiki along Kalākaua Avenue on Sunday, March 14. 
 
The Honolulu Festival was initiated in 1995 to help 
promote cultural understanding and harmony between 
the people of Hawai‘i and Asia-Pacific. The Honolulu 
Festival is supported by the Honolulu Festival Foundation, 
a non-profit organization formed in 2000 to administer 
Festival activities and perpetuate the cultures, customs 
and traditions of Asians and Pacific Islanders through 
community outreach and charitable efforts. 
 
16th Annual Honolulu Festival 
Date: March 12-14, 2010 
Venue: Hawai‘i Convention Center, Ala Moana Shopping 
Center, Waikiki Beach Walk, etc.  
 
For those who would like to participate as performers 
and share your talents, please send request form.  
http://www.honolulufestival.com/encontact/?01 
 
Honolulu Festival Foundation 
Phone: (808) 926-2424 
 

 

 

http://www.honolulufestival.com/encontact/?01
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Authentic Hawaiian music and hula shows by 
Hawai‘i’s finest hula halau hula (dance troupes) and 
Hawaiian performers.  Opens with traditional blowing 
of conch shell.   
 

Tues-Thurs-Fri-Sat, weather-permitting from  
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound, near 
Duke Kahanamoku statue, beachside at Uluniu & 
Kalākaua Ave. in Waikīkī.   
 
FREE and open to the public.  Outdoors, casual, 
seating on the grass; beach chairs, mats, etc. okay.  
Cameras welcome.  Presented by the City & County of 
Honolulu, the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority  and Waikīkī 
Improvement Association.   
 

For information, call Marnie Weeks, Producer, Kūhiō 
Beach Hula Shows, 843-8002. 

                 

Week-nights 
Every Tuesday – Ainsley Halemanu and Hula Halau 
Ka Liko O Ka Palai 
 

Every Thursday – Joan "Aunty Pudgie" Young and 
Puamelia 

Waikīkī Hula Show at the Kūhiō Beach Hula Mound 
Weekends 
 
Saturday, August 22 –  Kale Pawai and Halau Na Pua 
Mai Ka Lani 
 
Sunday, August 23 – Shirley Recca and Halau Hula O 
Namakahulali 

Waikiki Beach Walk  Entertainment  
 
SUNDAY SHOWCASE 
 
Hosted by Jeff Apaka, Sunday evenings bring together locals and visitors on the lawn at 
Waikiki Beach Walk to relax and enjoy the sounds and songs of talented island artists. 
From Hawaiian and jazz, to local island folk songs, contemporary and R&B, the Sunday 
Showcase concerts are held weekly from 5:00-6:00 pm on the Plaza Stage at Waikiki 
Beach Walk. 
 
August 23 – Tahiti Rey (Pop): Tahiti Rey is the youngest daughter of local entertainer 
Augie Rey and a recent winner of the 2009 Hawai‘i Music Awards for Best Pop Album. 
Rey’s first full-length album, “Acoustic Beauty,” presents her as a mature modern pop 
artist with national potential. Critics are quoted saying, “She intimately sings a wide 
array of songs, stripped to their core by an acoustic guitar and conveyed in a soulful 
manner. She is a natural with a huge voice and delivers emotionally charged renditions 
of some of our favorite tunes,” and “pop fans familiar with original hits will likely applaud her reworked versions.”  
 
 
KU HA`AHEO HULA PERFORMANCE 
 
Kumu hula and entertainer Blaine Kamalani Kia brings the music and dance of the 
islands to life at Waikiki Beach Walk every Tuesday evening from 4:30 to 6:00 pm, with 
Ku Ha`aheo, “to Cherish With Pride.” The weekly performance features both adult and 
keiki (children) hula dancers who share their love of the islands through song and 
dance.  
 
Valet parking for up to four hours is available for $6.00 at the Embassy Suites-Waikiki 
Beach Walk (201 Beachwalk) and the Wyndham Vacation Ownership-Waikiki Beach 
Walk (227 Lewers Street), with any same-day purchase from any Waikiki Beach Walk 
merchant. 

 

 



 

Waikīkī activity watch (courtesy of the City) 

  

August 23, 2009 Sunday 
8:00AM Starts 
10:00AM Ends  

TAG THE WORLD CELEBRITY TRIATHLON sponsored by Tag The World 
Charity. The event is expected to have 400 participants.   
 
Swim 700 meters:  Out and back course Queen's Beach to end at transition area 
 
Bike 12-mile:  transition area to Kalākaua Ave., to Paki Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., 
to Diamond Head Rd., to Paki Ave., to Monsarrat Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to 
end at transition area, (3 laps around Diamond Head Crater) 
 
Run 5K:  transition area to Kalākaua Ave., to Kapahulu Ave. bikepath, to Paki 
Ave. bikepath, to Kalākaua Ave., to end at Honolulu Marathon Finish near 
Bandstand.   
 
Contact:  Steve Foster 864-0113 or Hannah Cornett 310-614-1212 
 
E-mails:  steve@pacificsportevents.com or hcornett@me.com  
 
For more info, visit their website:  http://www.tagtheworldtriathlon.com  
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 

2255 Kuhio Avenue, Suite 760 
Honolulu, HI  96815 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
Fax: 808-923-2622 

 

Check out our website at: 
www.waikikiimprovement.com 

If you would like to share news with other  
members of WIA, please send your info to 

mail@waikikiimprovement.com or fax to 923-2622. 

The above is based on the most current information available from the event organizers as of the date of this 
publication. For more information, call the Department of Transportation Services, 808-527-6009. 

mailto:steve@pacificsportevents.com
mailto:hcornett@me.com
http://www.tagtheworldtriathlon.com
http://www.waikikiimprovement.com
mailto:mail@waikikiimprovement.com

